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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 50 – DON’T YOU DARE FORGET GOD! (PART A) 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

In the preface, we read “A Psalm of Asaph.” This is the first of the twelve psalms that bears the same 

preface (see also Psalms 73 to 83). Is Asaph the author or is he the chief Musician who was tasked to 

arrange the psalm into music for temple worship? Or he could be both? I believe it is most likely Asaph 

the seer himself is the author of all the 12 psalms and probably arrange the psalm into music as well. 

Under king Hezekiah’s reign, the Levites were commanded to sing the psalms of David as well as 

Asaph’s (see 2 Chronicles 29:30). Perhaps due to Asaph’s prophetic ministry, his sons were 

commanded to serve by prophesying with harps, psalteries and cymbals (see 1 Chronicles 25:1-2). 

 

This psalm serves as a warning to all of us who had forgotten God. There are 3 outlines from this 

Psalm 50 which will help us not to forget God. First, we are to remember God who wants to judge us 

(verses 1 to 6). Second, we are to remember God who wants us to worship Him (verses 7 to 15). And 

third, we are to remember God who wants our life to be set in order again (verses 16 to 23). With the 

learning of these 3 points, may we never ever forget God again. May the Holy Spirit be our Teacher 

to understand this psalm correctly. 

  

II. REMEMBER GOD WILL BE JUDGING YOU! (verses 1 to 6) 

 

Verse 1, “The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of 

the sun unto the going down thereof.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

The psalm begins with the One who is going to judge. He is the mighty God. He is the God of all gods. 

The word “mighty” describes God not only powerful but He is all powerful. The name “God” itself 

renders Him as a God who has all the power over all His creation. However, with the adjective 

“mighty” added to His name, indeed He is the all powerful God. 

 

The LORD is His covenantal name. The invoke of this name shows that the judgment is related to His 

covenantal promise. In other words, God is going to judge the whole earth base upon His covenant 

made with men. And it is to all men as He is calling “the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going 

down thereof.” It is to where all the men will be found on this earth, from the place to where the sun 

arose and to the place where the sun set. All men will be judged. There is no exception. 

 

From this verse, we know God Himself will come and judge the whole earth. However, there is a 

special judgment for His people. It is from the general to the specific. And this judgment is reserved 

only for His own people. Unbelievers will have no part in this special judgment. It is reserved only for 

true believers. 

  

Verse 2, “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Zion will be the place where God has chosen to judge His people. Zion is Jerusalem. It is the city of 

God. It is more than physical beauty which this place would entail. It is described as the perfection of 

beauty all because of God’s holy presence was found in there. Not only the glory of God is shined 

within the city, it shone out of the city as well. The glory of God cannot be contained, so that all the 

nations around Jerusalem will be able to see the glory as well. The stage for God’s judgment of His 

people has been set and it is a glorious one.  
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Verse 3, “Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it 

shall be very tempestuous round about him.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

There is an anticipation from the people of God. They look forward to His coming. God has promised 

He is coming and His people believed. Not only they believed, they desired for His coming. And it is 

not going to be a silent judgment. It is going to be a grand announcement by fire. Indeed God is a 

consuming fire. 

 

Spurgeon rightly commented that, “Flame and hurricane are frequently described as the attendants of 

the divine appearance.” God’s presence will put the whole earth into a standstill. For God is going to 

judge! This is the preparation of the grand and majestic stage in which God will stand as a Judge before 

the whole world. God is given the full attention and focus, and all eyes will be upon Him with fear and 

trembling.  

  

Verse 4, “He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

It is from this verse we know that the judgment is for believers only. They include all the believers 

both found in the heavens and the earth. It is to all believers where they could be found. Not one of 

God’s people is to miss out this judgment that is reserved for them. Indeed this is what Apostle Peter 

testified, “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at 

us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). 

  

Verse 5, “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by 

sacrifice.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

God is speaking. He issued a command and order that His saints be gathered together before Him. The 

responsibility of gathering the saints falls on the ministering angels. And this is also proven by the 

words of Christ saying, “And he shall send his angels with a great sound of the trumpet, and they shall 

gather together his elect from the four winds, from the one end of heaven to the other” (Matthew 

24:31). 

 

By synonymous parallelism, the saints are also those who have made a covenant with God by sacrifice. 

This is the covenant of grace which begins with God offering the gospel to Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden (see Genesis 3:15). This happened after Adam broke the covenant of works and sin 

entered into the world. The covenant of grace is also a covenant that is to be accompanied with blood 

sacrifice. And this sacrifice points to the ultimate Sacrifice who is Christ Himself. Therefore, all the 

saints from both the Old Testament and the New Testament will be gathered together to stand before 

God in judgment. 

 

 Verse 6, “And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

The heavens could probably refer to the angelic host or to God’s creation in general. Whatever it is, 

God’s righteousness will be declared in His judgment. His righteousness would include also justice 

and equity so that His judgment is perfect and there is no error in it. 

 

By synthetic parallelism, it emphasized that God Himself will be the Judge. And this truth alone should 

cause all men to be filled with fear. The reason is because when God judges, He makes no mistakes. 

And His judgment will not miss out anything at all. He knows everything and nothing can escape His 

knowledge. 
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The judgment includes not only the external but more importantly the internal. In other words, all the 

internal such as motives and intentions and even the mere thoughts will all be brought forth and ex-

posed before God in judgment. One’s act may seem righteous at the external, but if the motive is evil, 

God will still find him guilty. That is how God’s judgment is full of His righteousness. 

 

As God’s people, let us remember God for this is how He will be judging you and me. Be fearful of 

Him by living our life holy and pleasing in His sight. And let us do so by remembering God, His Word 

and His goodness unto us. 

  

III. REMEMBER GOD WANTS YOUR WORSHIP! (verses 7 to 15) 

 

Verse 7, “Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I am God, 

even thy God.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

God is speaking to His people. He calls upon them to hear. It is to hear with attentiveness. It is to hear 

with the intent to obey. And this is how we ought to hear God who is speaking to us. And God is 

speaking. He did not keep silent. He wants to speak to us because our worship has not been right before 

Him. And He is referring to Israel, His covenantal people. Israel is God’s chosen nation. They had the 

privilege to know God and was given the honour to be custodian of God’s law. But their worship was 

found to be unacceptable before God. And therefore, God says, “I will testify against thee.” 

 

Their testimony is not good and that is why God is going to lay down the charges against Israel for 

their contempt in worship. This is serious. God is not going to be just a Judge who hears the case and 

then passes the judgment. He Himself will present the case against Israel for all her wrongdoing. And 

God is going to do it because He is God. He knows all things, even the thoughts in the mind and the 

intents of the heart. And He is Israel’s God. There is an intimate relationship between them. And 

therefore it is on account of this relationship God is judging Israel. What is the problem then? We read 

from verses 8 to 11 what is not the problem concerning their worship. 

  

Verse 8, “I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually 

before me.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Verse 9, “I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds.” (synonymous 

parallelism) 

 

Verse 10, “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.” (synthetic 

parallelism) 

 

Verse 11, “I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

 

In these verses, God is not charging at Israel for not following the Levitical ceremonial procedures of 

sacrifices which God required of them according to the Law of Moses. They had been “faithful” in 

coming before God with their approved sacrifices accordingly. They did well by following the law of 

Moses accordingly. 

 

And so, what is the problem then? Verses 9 to 11 reveal the answer to us. Israel has been offering their 

sacrifices to God as if God needs these sacrifices. To be blunt, they feel “good” after paying their dues. 

They pat their own back and praised themselves for offering so much to God. But God testified from 

verses 9 to 11 saying, that all these sacrifices which they brought actually belong to Him. 
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What is there for Israel to boast about these sacrifices? The intent of the heart is important as one 

comes before God in worship. God is not obligated at all to accept our worship when we come before 

Him. We can only count it a privilege and honour to be able to worship Him and stand before His holy 

presence. And when He accepts our worship, we must be thankful always. And so we must continue 

to regard ourselves as unworthy before Him. If not for Christ, we would have no chance at all to be 

able to worship Him at any time. We would be found in His wrath instead, if not for the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

By remembering the Lord in worship keeps us humble before Him at all time. We must never think of 

ourselves more highly than we ought, especially when we come before God in worship. We must put 

our pride aside and come before God with clean hands and a pure heart. And we must seek God in 

humility and know that it is by the mercies of God that we can offer to Him our living sacrifice. God 

wants our worship that is from the heart that is humble before Him. 

 

 

 

 

To be continued… 

 


