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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 49 – PREPARE TO DIE! (PART B) 

 

I. RECAPITULATION 

 

As mentioned before, there are three outlines to the psalm that pertain to how we ought to prepare for 

death: (1) The Call to Death (verses 1 to 4), (2) The Message of Death (verses 5 to 14), and (3) The 

End of Death (verses 15 to 20). And we have covered the call to death from verses 1 to 4. No one is 

exempted. All must hear this important message of death. Whether they are low or high, rich or poor, 

all must pay attention to this message from God. 

 

And this message of death is a deep one. We must realize that this message is a message from above. 

From God. It is not an ordinary message. And so, not only the message itself is inspired and preserved, 

it needs to be interpreted and explained clearly and faithfully. For spiritual things are spiritually dis-

cerned. God’s message is spiritual and therefore, the meaning is spiritual. In this section from verses 5 

to 14, we have the message of death. You won’t miss it. We have dealt with verses 5 to 9 the last time. 

These verses speak of the way a believer looks at death is completely different from an unbeliever. The 

believer looks at death from God’s perspective and he is not uncertain about what will happen after 

death. He knows that death is not only a cessation of life on earth but also an entrance to the spiritual 

world either in heaven or hell. 

  

III. THE MESSAGE OF DEATH (verses 5 to 14) 

 

Verse 10, “For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and 

leave their wealth to others.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

The wise men are those who walk with God. They die. But they are not the only ones. Likewise the 

fool and the brutish person also die. Fools are those who refused to walk with God. They may have 

heard the gospel but they do not believe. They prefer to walk according to their own folly. That’s why 

they are called fools. To the world, they may be the smartest people and most successful people around. 

Many would idolize them and follow their pathway of worldly successes. But in the eyes of God, they 

are just fools. Are you this fool? 

 

And among these fools are the brutish people. Brutish is another word for foolish or stupid. It means 

the same thing. Why use 2 different words to describe foolishness? Well, it is to give the idea that all 

those who are foolish will perish in the end, just like the wise. There is no other way about it. The end 

is death. The word “perish” means death in this context. By synonymous parallelism, to die and to 

perish means the same thing. And so all men whether they are labelled as wise or fools, they all will 

die in the end. And what happen to all their possession which they cannot even take a single cent with 

them? The psalmist concludes saying, “… and leave their wealth to others.” He did not even say the 

possession will pass on to the next of kin, to their loved ones. Just others. This is to emphasize that 

they themselves who work so hard to obtain all this wealth in the end has to leave everything behind. 

The reason is because it is to put forth the emphasis that the soul is more precious than anything else 

on earth. From generation to generation, men have been slogging hard to accumulate wealth in order 

to live comfortably (with shelters over their head, clothes on their backs, and food on the table). Some 

would pursue wealth all their life, and what happened? They cannot even take with them a single cent 

they had worked so hard. They cannot take their expensive houses, cars, anything, all their money. 

Prepare to die is to prepare to leave this world emptyhanded. Whatever that had accomplished will 

soon be forgotten. And some really took pain to make sure they are eternally remembered. Do you 

think they will succeed? Look at the next 2 verses. 
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Verse 11, “Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling 

places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names.” (synonymous parallelism) 

  

Verse 12, “Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish.” (syn-

onymous parallelism) 

 

What motivate and keep people going? Is it not their own name? The more wealth they accumulated, 

the more they are able to pass on to the next generation. The purpose is not to provide and secure 

stability in terms of possession for the posterity. It is their own name that they wish to be remembered 

and honoured. That was their motivation and drive for them to succeed in life. They do not want to be 

forgotten and if they are to be remembered, they better be remembered for something good and not 

something bad. And to leave behind a house or some properties are probably the best thing in their 

mind because it is big enough and precious enough to pass it on to the next generation. 

 

And this is their inward thought. It means the middle or inner being which refers to the heart, especially 

the seat of all their affection. This is all that they worked hard for in all their life: to make themselves 

a name that the future generation will still remember. But that’s all they can do. They have no control 

over their existence. They have no power to decide their own birth and death. It is not up to them how 

long they want to live. Most will want to live as long as possible. Yet their end is still death. 

  

Verse 13, “This their way is their folly: yet their posterity approve their sayings. Selah.” (syn-

thetic parallelism) 

 

Making a name for themselves so that the future generations will remember them is equivalent to 

foolishness. Such is the way that has been passed on from one generation to the next. What value is 

there since they will not be around to enjoy the recognition and admiration that they desired from the 

future generation? They knew and yet they still continue on in their foolishness. This is the folly that 

was passed down since “their posterity approve their sayings.” Finally, the message ends with verse 

14. 

  

Verse 14, “Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall 

have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their 

dwelling.” (synonymous/ emblematic/ antithetical parallelism) 

 

Most sheep will be killed for food. Some will be used for temple sacrifices. Yet there are those which 

fall sick and died, or fall from high places or even naturally died of old age. These are the ones which 

will be properly buried on the ground. While they are alive, they feed on grass in order to live. But 

once they died, the psalmist said that, “… death shall feed on them.” This is to describe dead men in 

their deadness in the grave. No life, nothing. For death has ended life. 

 

But the time will come which the dead in Christ will rise. And this is because of the power of Christ’s 

resurrection. That is why “the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning.” Death cannot 

hold them forever. The upright are those whom God has justified because of Christ. But those who 

have rejected Christ, will face the eternal death. Beauty refers to glory and all the achievement which 

a man has done while he was still living. All these honours will die with him whose end of this life is 

death itself. 

 

How to belong to this group which is called “the upright”? The last section of this psalm will reveal 

the answer. God wants us to know the end of death. Is the end of death really the end? We shall see 

from verses 15 to 20. 
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IV. THE END OF DEATH (verses 15 to 20) 

 

Verse 15, “But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. 

Selah.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Since death is inevitable, it is important to know what happens after death. God did not keep us in the 

dark what happen to those who died. The psalmist himself was assured and confident what God will 

do when he dies. It has not happened to him yet at the time of the writing. Yet he knew for sure what 

is the end of death for him. 

 

The word “but” is to show a contrast to the last verse. And this contrast is more than showing that the 

soul is immortal as compared to the physical body which dies and its end is the grave. It is to show 

what God will be doing for a true believer in Christ. The psalmist declared that God will redeem his 

soul. The word “redeem” gives the idea of a payment made in order to secure a deal. Indeed only God 

is able to made that payment in full for a condemned soul to be released from the power of death. God 

is almighty. He is powerful to save. Therefore to a child of God, he needs not fear death anymore. 

Because to him, the end of death is not a tragic end. It is a beautiful end. God Himself will receive 

him. The word “receive” means to take or carry away. That is what God will do. He will take us Home. 

He will carry us to the place He has prepared for us (see John 14:2-3). With this assurance, we are 

prepared to die with the heavenly mindset seen in verses 16 and 17. 

  

Verse 16, “Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased;” 

 

Verse 17, “For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not descend after him.” 

(antithetical parallelism) 

 

This is what it means to walk by faith, not by sight. We are easily affected by what we see. The world 

knew this and therefore they will entice us with all the worldly goods obtained by all the worldly 

successes. They created the glamourous way of life in the enjoyment of this world which not a single 

thing can follow man after he dies. Therefore the mindset which a child of God is to have is: Do not 

count as a loss when standing for Christ. Many for the sake of their own life and comfort, chose to 

forsake Christ. They prefer to enjoy earthly riches now rather than heavenly riches for eternity. They 

are not preparing to die. Therefore most live with the Epicurean mindset that teaches: Eat, drink and 

be merry, for tomorrow we die.” This is the most irresponsible way of living. For he does not care 

whether God is in his life or not. He is not interested in spiritual things. He is more interested how he 

can be happy with the remaining time on earth. And so in order to be happy, he must have the means 

to eat, drink and be merry. As such, he works hard for himself towards that target. That’s why he is 

afraid that he might die before that can be accomplished. But not for a child of God anymore. The 

moment he is saved, he enters into a new dimension of life. There is God in his life right now. And so 

whatever he is doing, he is doing it for God and His glory. 

 

But for an unbeliever, there is no God in his life. He only thinks for himself. And therefore the end of 

death for him is tragic as we see the following verses all the way to the end of the psalm. 

  

Verse 18, “Though while he lived he blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest 

well to thyself.” 

 

Even though the soul is mentioned, an unbeliever sees nothing wrong with his soul as he joins his soul 

with his body closely. To him, to take care of his body is to take care of his soul. If the body is good, 

the soul is good. And so he will do whatever it takes to make sure his body is well taken care of. That 

is his attitude toward his soul. But that is spiritual blindness. He did not realize his soul is in trouble. 
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When death comes, the body will return to dust. But the soul will go to God to be determined where it 

should be found. It will be a tragic end and yet the unbeliever is still living as if all is well. It is all 

because of the second part of the verse which says, “… and men will praise thee, when thou doest well 

to thyself.” This is the lie and deception by the prince of this world. By praising you would ensure you 

will continue to walk the same worldly path, and make you still thinking you are doing the right thing 

and believing that you are the admiration of the people. All who are being deceived are in this decep-

tion together. Are you one of them? What will happen to them? Look at the next verse. 

  

Verse 19, “He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light.” (antithetical 

parallelism) 

 

All that they work for will come to nothing. They will die, just as their fathers had died. They had not 

learn because they push God out of their life while living and therefore they will suffer for their unbe-

lief and rebellion to be eternally locked up in spiritual darkness. That is the meaning of “they shall 

never see light.” They will never be able to taste of God’s goodness and blessed presence forever. They 

were given the chance to see light but they took for granted and missed the opportunity. And that is 

when death knocks on their door. They remain in their unbelief and rebellion when death comes upon 

them. By then, it is too late to turn back. Will this also be your end? Be sure, this is no laughing matter. 

Verse 20 ends with the final warning what is the end of death. 

  

Verse 20, “Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that 

perish.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Man and animals are not to be regarded as the same creation, even though both are created by God. 

Man is unique from animals because man is made in God’s image. But upon death, something worthy 

is to be taken note. This verse implied that “man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the 

beasts that perish.” In other words, there will come a time when man and animals will be no different 

from each other and that time is death. But it is not applicable to all men. It is only to those who are in 

honour and not having the understanding. Those in honour refer to those who were successful in terms 

of their achievement and all the accolades that they worked so hard to get while living on this planet 

earth. They slogged all their life for all the worldly things. So much so that their heart has no more 

space for any consideration of God and their need of a Saviour to save them from their sins. That’s 

why they do not understand at all what is life and death all about from God’s viewpoint. Like the 

animals, they only live for survival. They do not care about anything else. As such, they are not pre-

pared to die. If they are, then they would humble themselves before God and seek Him for the right 

answer to life and death. Since they are not seeking God at all, they remain fools to their grave. This 

is their end of death. The Bible says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, and after this the 

judgment (Hebrews 9:27). Their judgment is everlasting punishment. Do you know what is your end 

of death? 

 

God is offering you now a way of escape. Your end of death can be a positive one. And that is: to live 

forever in the presence of God in the dwelling place which He is preparing for you. The one step that 

you need to take for this promise to be realized in your life is to believe now by faith and put your trust 

in the Lord Jesus Christ for what He has done to save you from your sins. Prepare to die needs not be 

frightening anymore. Prepare to die is to prepare to live life to the fullest according to God’s will laid 

down in the holy scriptures. When we are living life to the fullest, and at the same time, knowing what 

will happen to us after we die, we will not be afraid anymore when we face with death. Death is no 

more frightening since it is only a split-second transition to that which is most blessed and most glori-

ous and forever be found in God’s holy presence, resting in the bosom of our Saviour forever and ever. 

May God help us to prepare now to die. Amen. 

 


