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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 49 – PREPARE TO DIE! (PART A) 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.” This preface is not new. It has been found 

in a number of psalms prior to this psalm. The author of the psalm is unknown. But, as was given, it 

has been committed to the chief Musician to lead in temple worship and for the sons of Korah for the 

music accompaniment. 

 

There are three outlines to the psalm that pertain to how we ought to prepare for death: (1) The Call to 

Death (verses 1 to 4), (2) The Message of Death (verses 5 to 14), and (3) The End of Death (verses 15 

to 20). 

 

II. THE CALL TO DEATH (verses 1 to 4) 

   

Verse 1, “Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world:” (synonymous paral-

lelism) 

 

Verse 2, “Both low and high, rich and poor, together.” 

 

The psalmist begins with a call. He calls upon all to hear and give ear. They must pay attention to this 

very important message for them. All the people who are the inhabitants of the world, indicate every 

single one on this earth, is involved. There is no discrimination at all in any level. The “low and high” 

refer to those in terms of their social status in the society. Usually the kind of profession or job would 

determine one’s standing in the corporate world. Therefore, from the lowest to the highest, they all are 

to pay attention over here. The “rich and poor” refer to those in terms of their financial status. They 

are often linked to their social status. Whether one is materially well-off or not, they all need to hear 

this message together. There is not a different message for the low and another for the high. Same for 

the rich and poor. All are to hear the message together. What about you, are you hearing? 

  

Verse 3, “My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of 

understanding.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

The message is going to be spoken by the psalmist. But he is only a mouthpiece and an instrument for 

God to use. Therefore, the message came from God. The psalmist is inspired by the Holy Spirit to 

speak “wisdom.” It is not just some wise sayings that seek to inspire or motivate us in life. No, it is a 

full message which God wants the people to know and how this message will affect them tremen-

dously. 

 

As the psalmist speaks, even though he is an instrument, he knew the essence of the message. He knew 

the content of the message that applies to him as well. The psalmist himself is included as the recipients 

of the same message to be given to all the people. Now as he is preparing to speak, his heart is not 

swayed by mere emotion. It is by the meditation of his heart that is full of understanding. In other 

words, the message is going to be life-changing as it will impact the hearers who acted upon it. 
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Verse 4, “I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp.” (syn-

onymous parallelism) 

 

Interestingly, the message from God came to the psalmist in the form of a parable. “Parable” means a 

story that is of metaphysical nature. In other words, it is a story that contains a hidden message or 

meaning. By synonymous parallelism, the psalmist explains it as “dark saying” that needs to be inter-

preted and explained. 

 

As a mouthpiece instrument, the psalmist bothered to know the meaning of the parable as he “incline” 

his ears to the message. He listened to it attentively and ensured that he understood it so well in order 

to interpret and explain it rightly in the language of the common people. That is what it means by 

opening the dark saying. We are reminded of the importance of preachers at the pulpit how they must 

“forthtell” the Word of God faithfully. It is not merely imparting some head knowledge. It is preaching 

God’s message from heart to heart. 

 

Another interesting fact about the interpretation of the dark saying by the psalmist was that, it was 

done using the harp. This could provide a good hint that this psalmist could very well be David who 

is skillful in playing the harp. What is the parable or dark saying that the psalmist was inclining to? 

The next section gives us the answer. 

  

III. THE MESSAGE OF DEATH (verses 5 to 14) 

 

Verse 5, “Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass 

me about?” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

This is a deep question. However, only a believer will ask this question. Unbelievers will not ask since 

they cannot and will not be able to see their own spiritual condition. This question reveals a believer’s 

assurance that he no longer has to fear in the days of evil. These days of evil refer to the spiritual 

darkness in which this world is found to be in. Since the day sin entered into the world because of 

Adam’s disobedience by eating the forbidden fruit, the world plunged into spiritual darkness. And it 

has been the days of evil until now. 

 

“My heels” refer to those enemies who are lying in wait to take advantage of the psalmist. Therefore, 

this question shows forth the confidence of a true believer that indeed there is nothing to fear even 

though he may continue to live in this world that is filled with enemies who are lying in wait to take 

advantage of God’s people. The reason is because he is in the world, though not of the world. Because 

the world is God’s enemy, all those who follow Him are also considered as the world’s enemies. With 

this spiritual mindset, a true believer begins to look at the world differently now. He will now look at 

life and death from God’s perspective. He will live for God and seek to obey Him wherever he is. He 

will not be afraid of death because he has eternal life according to the promise of God. It is a big 

contrast between those who are saved and those who are not. How will an unbeliever look at life and 

death? This is answered in verses 6 and 7. 

 

Verse 6, “They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches;” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

Verse 7, “None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for 

him:” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Unbelievers will not look to God because they do not know Him. Therefore, they will look to whom-

soever or whatsoever they can see with their eyes and touch with their hands. Most of them would 

trust in their own wealth. And since it is within their control, they think that as long as they have 
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money, there is no problem that cannot be solved. It is all because they were convinced that money is 

power. Is money really can buy everything? This is far from the truth. What about the soul that is 

bound for hell? Can money redeem a soul from hell? The answer is no. Therefore, money is not eve-

rything and cannot buy everything. Even the richest man on earth cannot save a soul from hell. There 

is no way he can redeem a lost soul using money. How much does God require for a soul to be saved? 

This is answered in the next verse. 

  

Verse 8, “(For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:)” (antithetical 

parallelism) 

 

There is a price tag for the soul. The redemptive price is precious. Precious means very costly and 

expensive. In other words, it is so expensive that no amount of money can redeem it. Listen to what 

the Lord Jesus says, “For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world and lose his own 

soul?” (Mark 8:36). When one owns the whole world, he is regarded the richest and most powerful 

man in the world. And yet he is absolutely powerless and poor that he is unable to redeem his own 

soul from hell. This is the meaning of how precious his soul is. 

 

“It ceased for ever” cut off every possibility that man can ever have to redeem and save his own soul. 

In other words, it is absolutely impossible for them to be saved on their own. This is the total depravity 

of the sinfulness of men since conception that drag them all the way to the lake of fire as an eternal 

judgment against them. 

  

Verse 9, “That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption.” (antithetical parallelism) 

 

Therefore “the soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:20a). That is the reason why death is the 

message which all men must hear. They die because of sin. And it is sin against God. If it is sin against 

man, they can still pay restitution with their wealth. It is still within their power to redeem themselves 

for the wrong which they had done against fellow human beings. But, what about sinning against God? 

If you are still thinking that God’s forgiveness can be bought with money, please let this thought be 

gone from you forever. Because it is absolutely impossible. If it is possible, then Jesus needs not have 

to come down from heaven to be born on earth as a man to die on the cross on our behalf to be our 

Saviour. Because God knows that, in order for any man to be saved, someone must pay for their sins 

in full. And this someone must be perfect, and without sins. Who is this someone? He is none other 

than God’s only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. By His perfect life on earth, born of a virgin, 

obeyed God’s law perfectly without sin, went to the cross as our substitutionary atonement, died and 

was buried, and on the third day, He rose from the dead to be our living Saviour. This is the salvation 

which God has planned for you and me. This is the only way to be saved. 

 

No man lives forever. We all know that. Death is that which stops everything that lives. No doctors 

can change that. But after death, the body dies and returns to earth, right? What about the soul? The 

soul will return to God and then God will determine where the soul belongs. If the soul has sinned, 

and has not been redeemed, the soul will go to hell to be reserved for the Great White Throne Judgment. 

If the soul has sinned but was redeemed by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, the soul will 

go to heaven to rest in the bosom of our Saviour to await that moment of glorification where the soul 

will reunite with the body to form the glorified body. 

 

This is the message of death which there is hope for you when you believe and put your trust in Jesus 

as your Lord and Saviour. Have you believed? May God help us.  

 

  

To be continued… 

 


