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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 48 – REJOICING IN GOD’S HOLY CITY! 

  

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Psalm 48 is “A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah.” Not every song is a psalm and not every psalm 

is a song. But Psalm 48 is both a song as well as a psalm. And it has been given “for the sons of Korah” 

for musical arrangement. The author is unknown, though there is a high possibility to be David again. 

As a man of God’s own heart and his position as the king of Israel, David praised God and rejoiced in 

His holy city. He acknowledged that God is both the King and Judge in Jerusalem, and even the eternal 

Jerusalem to come. 

 

II. BECAUSE GOD IS KING! (verses 1 to 8) 

   

Verse 1, “Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain 

of his holiness.” 

  

The psalmist begins with praising God. He is praising God for His greatness. All that He is has been 

defined by greatness. That is why He is to be greatly praised. It is the kind of praises that exalt, glorify, 

and magnify Him to the highest. As such, no one deserved such praise except Him. In terms of His 

person and all the mighty works which He has done, He is the greatest. 

 

And the psalmist deliberately chose a place to praise God. And so there is a specific location in which 

praising God must be done. It is described as “the city of our God” and “in the mountain of His holi-

ness.” City gives the idea of a place where you can find protection and provision. Travelers who walked 

from one place to another will always try to look for a city to dwell in before the sky turns dark. They 

may get robbed or be killed if they are found outside the city, especially at night when there is no lights 

at all. And here it is mentioned as “the city of our God” and not any city. It is a city which God is 

providing His protection and provision for us. 

 

As Jerusalem is on the mountain range, it is appropriate to be called the mountain of holiness. And this 

holiness is God’s holiness. God makes the city holy by His holy presence. He alone is holy. He chose 

Jerusalem to be His holy city, and rejected all other cities. Therefore, the people who dwell in His city 

have been made holy as well because they have been set apart from the world. 

 

Verse 2, “Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the 

north, the city of the great King.” 

  

How blessed are all those who dwelt in the city of God! According to Spurgeon, Jerusalem is known 

as the Queen of the East. It is rightly so because this is God’s city. This is the most beautiful city of 

the whole earth. The word “situation” means elevation. Her beauty has been elevated to a level no 

other city can compare with her. It is only possible because God has rested His holy presence in Jeru-

salem. 

 

The joy of God’s people is rightly found in Jerusalem or at least within the boundary of the united 

kingdom of Israel. Is there a mistake here that the psalmist has made for passing off as the joy of the 

whole earth? The answer is no. There is no mistake. Israel’s mission was to shine for God. The whole 

world is in spiritual darkness. But there is light in Israel because of the gospel light that Israel was 

shining. And through the life, conduct and witness of God’s people in Israel, will people in the whole 

world turn to the God of Israel for salvation.  
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As such, the joy of God’s people in Israel became the joy of the whole earth when even Gentiles can 

find salvation if they turn to the God of Israel and believe in Him by faith. 

 

“On the sides of the north” would mean there was a greater beauty to be seen on the northern part of 

Zion which was rightly where the temple of God, and other palaces and grand houses were located. 

As the pilgrims ascended and entered the city from the northern part of Zion, immediately they were 

able to admire the beauty of Jerusalem from afar. 

 

Verse 3, “God is known in her palaces for a refuge.” 

 

The beauty goes beyond the physical structure of buildings such as the temple, palaces or grand houses. 

It is the holy presence of God, the great King who is ruling from Zion. “Refuge” implied safety, pro-

tection and provision. The palaces here were built for the purpose to provide refuge. And this can be 

found in most cities, if not all. The palaces will be built with fortress, high walls and heavily fortified. 

And the only difference between Zion and all the earthly cities is the presence of God. God is known 

in Jerusalem. According to Barnes, he wrote, “The word ‘known’ here means that it was well under-

stood, or that the point had been fully tested and determined that God had chosen those abodes as his 

special residence – as the place where He might be found.” Because God’s presence is in Jerusalem, 

all those who seek refuge in Him will be protected and provided in Jerusalem. 

  

Verse 4, “For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together.” 

 

God is the great King. And He ruled from Jerusalem. All other kings around Israel could not hold a 

candle against Him even when they combine together. They assembled together for the purpose to plan 

how they can come up with the strategy to attack and conquer over Israel. But the more they planned, 

the more they realized how weak they were compared to Israel. And so in the end, they passed by 

together. Not even one resisted but unanimously surrendered to Israel. 

 

Verse 5, “They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away.” (synony-

mous parallelism) 

  

They carefully considered how well Jerusalem was fortified with all the high walls. They were struck 

at how powerful and well protected Israel was. There was no way for them to be able to penetrate 

through successfully. And they were totally dumb struck at how any attempt to attack the city of God 

would be absolutely futile. To go ahead with the attack would be a suicide mission. The only way of 

survival is to abandon the plan and back off, which was what they did. 

  

Verse 6, “Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.” (emblematic 

parallelism) 

 

What made them give up their plan in the end? It was fear. As fear conquered over all of them, it 

caused them to tremble with pain. And this pain was described as the intense and sharp pain of a 

woman going through a difficult labour. Labour pain is known to be the greatest pain ever experienced 

by a human being. Imagine the pain that was the result of utter disappointment and hopelessness. These 

earthly kings and their powerful armies may all be experienced in warfare and won countless of battles. 

What a humiliation and shameful “defeat” they suffered! Before they even start fighting, they lost 

already! 
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Verse 7, “Thou breakest the ships of Tarshish with an east wind.” 

 

The ships of Tarshish were known to be invincible in warfare on water. They had the greatest and most 

powerful fleet of warships that won countless wars. They were able to maneuver against any stormy 

seas. No matter how fierce the storms can be, they were able to navigate to safety. Even then, they 

were no match against God. The east wind here described that it was so strong that the ships of Tarshish 

were not even able to sail near the coasts to attack Israel from the sea. And because they were deter-

mined to sail against the east wind, in the end they were capsized and sunk into the deep ocean. This 

is the power of the great God who protected Israel. 

  

Verse 8, “As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our 

God: God will establish it for ever. Selah.” 

 

The power of God that has kept Israel safe had long been a story that was passed from one generation 

to the next. However, it was far more than just a story. It was proven true in the life of God’s people 

that indeed the power of God continue to keep Israel safe from all her enemies. It is as good as saying, 

“Israel will never be destroyed.” God allows Israel to be defeated by her enemies only because He 

wants to humble her due to her disobedience and wilful sin of rebellion. But Israel will never be totally 

destroyed. And this was proven true when Israel was restored as a nation again on May 14, 1948. 

 

No matter how powerful the enemies were, God who is the LORD of hosts, is far more powerful than 

all of them combined together. Israel may be outnumbered in terms of the size of army and weaponry 

compared with the enemies. Yet Israel prevailed because God was the One who fought the battle for 

them. The final war to be fought is the battle of Armageddon. This will happen after the Great 

Tribulation when Christ will return with all His saints to destroy all His enemies, and ruled on earth as 

King from Jerusalem for a thousand years. Indeed God will establish His city for ever. The time will 

come after the Millennium when the city of “New Jerusalem” will descend from heaven and there will 

be a new heaven and a new earth for God’s people in their glorified form to dwell in the presence of 

God their King forever. 

 

This section ends with “Selah” which is a good time for us to reflect upon the greatness of God as 

King over all the earth. How can we who are His subjects, not rejoice in His holy city as He reigns 

over the whole earth as our almighty King? 

 

III. BECAUSE GOD IS JUDGE (verses 9 to 14) 

 

Verse 9, “We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple.” 

 

The word “thought” means comparison. What this means was that there was a comparison made be-

tween what was heard that happened in the past and what was experienced that happened in the present 

time. This comparison led the psalmist and all who stood with him to conclude that God’s judgment 

is indeed filled with lovingkindness. Yes, indeed He punishes sin. And that is only because He is a just 

and righteous God. However, before He judges, He gave His people the opportunity to repent. He sent 

them warnings after warnings through His prophets. Indeed God is filled with lovingkindness towards 

His people. 

 

“In the midst of thy temple” means that the psalmist and all those who stood with him came before 

God in the temple or the tabernacle. They have to bring a dead sacrifice in their worship before God. 

In all their sacrifices, it is more than a ritual and ceremony which they had to go through. They were 

worshipping God in spirit and in truth. It was a spiritual exercise for them as they compare God’s 

lovingkindness both past and present. God has been consistent in His dealing with His people both 

past and present. Indeed He is the “same, yesterday, today and for ever” (see Hebrews 13:8). 
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God desires such worship from His people in the past, and He is desiring such worship from us today. 

Today we need not have to come with dead sacrifices anymore because Christ is the ultimate Sacrifice 

offered to God once and for all on our behalf. However, we are to come with living sacrifices which 

is our body to be given to Him for service and holy living. This is the kind of worship He desires from 

us. 

  

Verse 10, “According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right 

hand is full of righteousness.” 

 

God’s name describes His Person exactly. God is who He is. He will never change. He needs no im-

provement because He is already perfect in every way. Therefore, He deserved to be praised for eter-

nity. His praise is to be heard everywhere in every corner of the earth. 

 

And here, we see the one aspect of God as a Judge is due to His righteousness. The psalmist testifies 

that God’s “right hand is full of righteousness.” The right hand refers to the mandate of power and 

authority. And the way that this power and authority were exercised was governed by righteousness. 

In other words, there is no corruption and room for any respect of man at all. 

  

Verse 11, “Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy 

judgments.” 

 

God as the righteous Judge should be the cause for all of God’s people to rejoice. And it must begin 

with God’s people. They are the ones who have experienced His goodness and faithfulness in salvation 

and providence. All in Jerusalem and even the little cities of Judah must come together and rejoice in 

the Lord. They may have suffered greatly because of persecution. And yet they did not give up their 

faith but pressed on to the end. As such, God vindicated them by judging their enemies and pronounc-

ing them to be guilty of their sins and wickedness. Indeed there is great reason to rejoice for God is 

righteous in all His judgments. 

 

Verse 12, “Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof.” 

 

Verse 13, “Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation 

following.” 

 

The psalmist challenged the people to survey the walls around the city of Jerusalem to witness for 

themselves how strong God has made her to be. They were to look carefully the way the walls stood 

firm against any intruder outside. The towers on each wall which will be able to detect the enemies 

from a far distance. This will give time for the army of Israel to prepare for defence and guard the 

whole city in time. 

 

The bulwarks were ditches just outside the walls. They were dug deep so that before one attempts to 

climb up the high wall, he had to overcome the ditches first. It was almost an impossible task to cross 

the bulwarks. After that, it will take tremendous effort to climb up the high fortified walls of the palaces 

which were again an impossible task. 

 

With all these defence system in place, there is no doubt that God’s protection was upon Jerusalem. 

With the testimony that God was indeed the One who strengthened Jerusalem with all her fortified 

walls, they will tell the next generation of what God has done. As God has been the refuge for His 

people in the past, and has been in the present, He will continue to be so in the future. This is the 

confidence which God the Judge gave to His people. There is always protection and provision to all 

who stand on His side, and submit to His righteous judgment. 
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Verse 14, “For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

The death here is not only with reference to old age. Death includes dying in battles or due to 

persecutions by the enemies. Life may end with death. But as far as a true believer is concerned, there 

is hope beyond the grave and death. It is entrance to life eternal in God’s holy presence in His dwelling 

place forever. But for an unbeliever, death is that door that shuts him off from any hope of salvation 

forever. The moment he breathes his last breath in unbelief, he enters into a realm of hopelessness 

called hell, and to remain there until the Great White Throne judgment only to be thrown into the Lake 

of Fire to be tormented for eternity. 

 

But now is the opportunity to receive the offer of salvation given by God. He can be your God right 

now when you look to Him by faith that He will cleanse you of all your sin by the blood of the Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Philippian jailer asks Paul and Silas, “What must I do to be saved? And 

they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house” (Acts 16:30b-31).  

The moment we take this step of faith, we can say with the psalmist, “For this God is our God for ever 

and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.” In other words, you will not be alone walking by 

yourself in this life. God will be walking with you. He will be your perfect Guide. Is there any reason 

why you should not rejoice in His holy city?  

 

Let us rejoice together as God’s redeemed people in His holy city, by acknowledging Him both as our 

King and Judge. May God help us. Amen. 


