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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 36 – FEARING GOD 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“To the chief Musician …” This psalm is delivered to the chief Musician in order for him to pass on 

to the other musicians in the Temple. These temple musicians were responsible for temple worship. 

Because David was king, he possessed the authority to ensure the temple worship be done in a manner 

that is acceptable to God. 

 

“A Psalm of David the servant of the LORD.” This is another psalm written by David. And this is 

the only psalm in which he called himself in the preface as “the servant of the LORD.” From the psalm 

itself, the likely reason why he called himself a servant was because of his fear for God. As a servant, 

he has no will of his own. His will is that of his master’s. Whatever the master commands, the servant 

submits obediently and completely. 

 

As the powerful king of Israel, David did not see himself as king before God but as a servant. This 

reveals the great fear which David had towards God. This fear is a right kind of fear because it drives 

David closer to God and away from sin. This kind of fear ought to be found in all of God’s children. 

May God help us as we learn of this fear of God in this psalm. 

 

II. THOSE WHO WILL NOT FEAR GOD (verses 1 to 4) 

 

Verse 1, “The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God 

before his eyes.” (synthetic parallelism) 

   

Take note of the word “saith.” The root meaning refers to an oracle which is someone with divine 

wisdom. It is as if the transgression of the wicked has become a real person who reveals personally to 

the psalmist in his heart. This verse is not an imagination or a bad dream by the psalmist. It is a fact 

that speaks the truth what is truly found in the heart of those who have no fear of God. Such a truth 

originates not from man but God. It is the Holy Spirit who reveals this unmistakably truth to the 

psalmist the true nature and heart of the depraved. 

 

Within the context of this psalm, transgression is to be seen as breaking God’s law. This is the problem 

of sin which affected the whole of mankind since the fall of man (see 1 John 3:4). The wicked have no 

fear of God does not mean that they do not experienced the terror of God in them. Even the devils 

tremble (see James 2:19) and yet they have no fear of God in them. If they fear, they would not have 

rebelled against Him and followed Satan in the first place. 

 

Likewise, the fear of God in wicked men means that they have no regard of Him and His words of 

warning even though they heard His impending judgment upon them. It is not due to ignorance but 

outright rejection and rebellion against God. The reason behind such audacity in them is found in the 

next verse. 
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Verse 2, “For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

It is always the SELF which seeks to put God at the back seat in order to take control. Is not this a 

proud act for thinking himself too highly? He chose to see the greatness and might in himself. Whatever 

flaws and weaknesses he may have are all totally ignored and overlooked. 

 

The compound word “flatter” means to be smooth with himself. He will not say or do anything that 

will be harsh with himself. Even that which he has been done badly, he will say it is good. That’s how 

high he looks upon himself. He sees himself better, and more worthy than others. 

 

And the worst part of this self-worship attitude is he has no qualms in committing sin in order to make 

himself looks good. It does not move him an inch even to the extent that he has become a great 

stumbling block to the people around him due of his pride. He does not care about others at all. He has 

indeed no fear of God in his heart. In his eyes, there is only one person whom he loves and wants to 

please so much, and that is himself. 

 

Verse 3, “The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do 

good.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The one who does not fear God will not be careful what words he is saying. He will say anything that 

feeds his own lust and wickedness. It is described that his words are iniquity and deceit. Iniquity means 

to commit sin and evil. Deceit means to indulge in falsehood and deception. These may be just words, 

and not translated into actions yet. But it is already bad enough to be spoken with such evil and 

falsehood. 

 

This man who had no fear of God was once part of the community of professing believers. He had 

heard God’s Word and responded positively by doing that which is right and pleasing according to the 

same Word. But, since he only professed to believe and not truly possessed faith in him, he revealed 

himself to be foolish by turning away from God’s wisdom and goodness. He knew the path to be wise 

and to do good, and was already on the right path, yet in the end he chose to forsake it. 

  

Verse 4, “He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he 

abhorreth not evil.” (synonymous parallelism) 

  

Even when he lies down, evil did not depart from him. He continues to think how to do evil and plot 

wicked schemes. He will not sleep in peace until he has done mischief. He took his stand on the side 

of evil. He could have chosen that which is good, but he didn’t. He purposely goes against the right 

way and be found on the evil path. Instead of hating evil which God hates, he chose to love it. This 

explains why there are those who would rather love darkness than light. Light will expose their 

shameful and evil deeds. But darkness can hide all their spiritual ugliness and “encouraged” them to 

keep doing that which is evil. 

 

Without the fear of God, there is no stopping of sin and all kind of wickedness. This is the nature of a 

depraved heart. But there is hope in God, if only sinful man comes to know the God whom they ought 

to fear. Thank God He is pleased to make Himself known through His Word. But are we interested to 

know Him? 
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III. KNOWING THE FEARFUL GOD (verses 5 to 9) 

 

Verse 5, “Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

Both the mercy and faithfulness of God are found above in heaven. Both men and angels are witnesses 

to both His mercy and faithfulness. For the fallen angels, they saw God’s mercy because they could 

have been destroyed and perished immediately. Their judgment is not yet. It is the same for sinful men. 

Of course there is one clear difference between fallen angels and sinful men. There is no salvation for 

fallen angels whereas there is hope for sinful men to be saved through Jesus Christ. 

 

God’s faithfulness is seen by His Word and what He has promised to do. God kept His Word perfectly. 

All the prophecies concerning Christ’s first coming were all fulfilled perfectly, even though they were 

promised to His people long before the fulfillment. God remains faithful, even though men have proven 

themselves to be unfaithful all the time. His faithfulness is without a doubt and we know for sure that 

all the prophecies concerning Christ’s second coming will one day also be fulfilled perfectly. 

 

Verse 6, “Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O 

LORD, thou preservest man and beast.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

God, here in this verse is described by His righteousness and judgments. And both His righteousness 

and judgments are that which sustain His creation. If not, they would have perished long ago. God’s 

righteousness, like mountains, stands the strongest and unwavering. No wind, no matter how strong 

can blow and move it. God’s righteousness is unmoveable. It will always stand firm and upright all 

the time. God’s judgments, like a great deep, are unsearchable. No man, no matter how clever and wise 

he can be, can never fully comprehend the judgments of God in its entirety. 

 

The name “LORD” reveals the covenantal relationship which God had with His people. And based 

upon this covenant, God is in His righteousness and judgments continue to sustain His creation for His 

own glory. This is the providential care God has for His creation. Man refers to all men who are made 

in God’s image. He sustains them that they may see His glory. Only believers will enjoy His glory one 

day. But unbelievers will be kept out of His glory forever. As for beast, it serves as a reminder to man 

that God is the One who provides the beast for man, not only for food but also for work. God is truly 

the One who provides and sustains all life. Indeed without Him, we are nothing (see John 15:5). Who 

will not fear this God? 

 

Verse 7, “How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their 

trust under the shadow of thy wings.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Since the fall of man, every man born into this world is born in sin and comes short of God’s glory. 

God could have destroyed them and create another brand new world for Himself. But He chose to 

show His lovingkindness towards them. It is a love that is filled with kindness and a kindness that is 

full of love. How can this be possible? Yet this is how God has shown Himself to be such to those who 

do not deserve His love and kindness at all. How can we not join with the psalmist and cried together, 

“How excellent is Thy lovingkindness, O God!” 
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Those who acknowledge the lovingkindness of God will turn to Him. These are the children of men 

who put their trust in God. And they are described as little chicks who seek for protection under the 

wings of the mother hen. There is nothing that the little chicks should worry about as long as they are 

under the wings. They are absolutely safe as long as they stay under cover. Once they chose to reject 

the cover, they exposed themselves to dangers unnecessarily. God provides the protection we need in 

time of danger. Our part is to trust in Him to protect. Our failure to trust shows when we would rather 

be found outside of His protection. Why take the risk when you got the best protection? It is high time 

for us to trust in God for His perfect protection. 

 

Verse 8, “They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make 

them drink of the river of thy pleasures.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Immediately we must let Scripture interprets Scriptures so that we will not be lopsided in our 

understanding of why God blesses us with material blessings. There are many passages that can help 

us have the right understanding of looking at wealth from God’s perspective. We do not want to fall 

into the wrong understanding that the Charismatics’ emphasis on the health and wealth prosperity 

gospel. 

 

Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 6:6 wrote, “But godliness with contentment is great gain.” God defines for 

us what is true wealth and gain. The answer is to have godliness with contentment. It is important for 

God’s people to have the right view of wealth according to Scripture. God blesses us with wealth not 

for us to accumulate and enjoy ourselves, but to use it for God’s purpose and share with others 

especially those who are in need. 

 

In this verse, it teaches that God gives satisfaction to His own people. However, they find satisfaction 

not in their food and drink but in God who provides for all their needs. They will not complain or be 

dissatisfied with God’s provision. They will be contented and happy with whatever they have. Every 

complaint against God’s provision is not only showing dissatisfaction with God but also the failure to 

fear God as they ought. God makes no mistakes. For He knows how much they really need and blesses 

them accordingly. God knows best what is good for them spiritually. The next verse is the proof. 

 

Verse 9, “For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.” (synonymous 

parallelism) 

 

Life is more than food and drink. It is more than the material enjoyment we can find on earth. What is 

the meaning of life? Life has no meaning if we are to find it apart from God. It is God in whom we are 

to find our meaning in life. Knowing God is that first step to life. 

 

We are born into this world, separated from God and therefore we do not know God rightly. We are 

blinded in sin and therefore live according to our depraved understanding of what life is all about. We 

pursue happiness that is based upon our fleshly lusts and pleasures. But the moment we come to know 

God by His grace and mercy, it will never be the same again. We begin to look at life from God’s 

perspective. 

 

We begin to learn that life with God is full of meaning. With God, life is truly life and full of life. It 

will be a life that will be counted and not wasted or lived in vain. Because of the peace with God, we 

will begin to enjoy the peace of God in our heart when we learn to trust in Him, even when our 

environment and circumstance are not peaceful at all. Our path is always full of light because God is 

light. This spiritual light lighten up our understanding even to know the mystery that is hidden from 

depraved men. 
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IV. THOSE WHO FEAR GOD (verses 10 to 12)   

 

Verse 10, “O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to 

the upright in heart.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Those who fear God know what is good for them spiritually. As much as they know the God whom 

they ought to fear, they will not want to take Him for granted. They wanted to be found in His favour 

as long as they live. The key action in this verse is the word “continue.” God’s people want to be found 

in favour with God not only in the present but also to the future. They will not take God for granted 

that God’s blessing will come automatically. They knew that they are at the mercy of God. And they 

prayed to God that He might continue to shower them with His lovingkindness. And this 

lovingkindness will only be valid to those who know God. 

 

And to the upright in heart, the psalmist prayed that God’s righteousness will continue in them. It is 

not just upright in words and action, but most importantly it is the heart that counts. God’s 

righteousness is precious to those who fear God. They count on His righteousness since the world they 

live in is full of unrighteousness. It is God’s righteousness that sustains them and keeps them from 

falling into unrighteousness. 

 

Verse 11, “Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove 

me.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

In the world of unrighteousness, those who do not fear God will look down on those who fear Him. 

Since they do not fear God, they become proud people. They counted those who fear God as weaklings 

and good for nothings. Whenever opportunity comes, they will trample you with their feet as though 

you are dust in their eyes. 

 

Those who do not fear God think highly of themselves to be in control even over those who fear God. 

That’s why the psalmist also prayed that God will restrain the hand of the wicked from destroying him. 

Without God restraining them, they could have done what they want. But thank God for His 

preservation that we are not consumed by our enemies. 

 

Verse 12, “There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to 

rise.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

This last verse shows who has the final laugh. It is definitely not those who do not fear God, for they 

will surely be judged and destroyed in the end. God has the final laugh. And those who fear Him will 

be comforted and vindicated by Him. It is clear that it is the workers of iniquity who will fall in the 

end. It is logical that those who fall will want to stand again, but this is impossible for those who do 

not fear God. They will be removed and never be brought back again. This shows the power of God 

against those who do not fear Him. They will suffer the consequences of their rebellion and pride 

against God. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

Do you fear God? If you do, you are safe. It goes a long way when you have the right fear of God in 

you. Not only you will draw closer to God, you will be so sensitive against sin that you will have 

nothing with sin anymore in your life. In fact, you will also be wise unto salvation not to be found in 

places of temptation or situations that have the potential to make you fall into sin again. 
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You will also be careful with the friends whom you are in contact with. You will make good friends 

with those who fear God and not with those who do not fear God. With the fear of God, you will also 

be careful with what you say and do for the Word of God and for the testimony of your Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

The whole duty of man is to “fear God and keep His commandments.” This is wise Solomon’s answer 

to what is the conclusion of the whole matter for us who are God’s children (see Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

Will you fear God? May God help us. Amen. 


