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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 35 – THE PRAYER FOR DIVINE JUDGMENT (Part 3) 

 

I. RECAPITULATION 

 

Being an imprecatory psalm, it means this psalm is a call for God’s judgment to fall upon the enemies. 

And this judgment comes in the form of God’s protection (verses 1 to 8). However, the call for this 

judgment to come is nothing personal. It is because the faith of the psalmist was under attack. He was 

persecuted for the Lord’s sake. As such, he took time to praise God (verses 9 to 18). Persecution 

“forces” the psalmist to draw even closer to the Lord. How can he not praise Him when He is 

everything to him? 

 

The final call in this imprecatory psalm is the prayer for justice. Justice means to make right. It is a 

call for God to make the wrong right again. As God’s people, we must realize that it is God’s justice 

that is to be fulfilled in the end. It is more than just vindicating the suffering believer and delivering 

him. The focus is not on the believer but on the believer’s God. It is to ensure that His justice prevails 

finally, for no one can be above the law of God. The psalmist knew that and therefore he ends his 

psalm with a prayer for justice, and he wants God’s justice to prevail in the end. 

 

II. PRAYER FOR JUSTICE (verses 19 to 28) 

 

Verse 19, “Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink 

with the eye that hate me without a cause.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

When the enemies carried out their wicked plan against the psalmist, it is not done grudgingly or 

unwillingly but with great rejoicing and happiness. The psalmist probably had seen their facial 

expression when they executed their evil deeds against him and found out that they were smiling and 

grinning from ear to ear in doing it. In this verse, the psalmist plead to the Lord to stop their wicked 

rejoicing. 

 

“Winking the eye” is an expression that the person made with his eyes when doing evil. One of the 

eyes is almost closed while the other eye looks intensely into the other person without blinking. With 

such an expression, everyone knows that this person is evil and is doing evil. How can they be let off 

for committing wicked deeds openly? They must be stopped at all costs! 

 

Verse 20, “For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet 

in the land.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

It is certainly that the psalmist desired peace and not war. But his enemies were determined to destroy 

him. Peace is definitely on their table, but war. They devised deceitful matters against God’s people. 

Deceitful matters involved making up lies and falsehood. They tried all kinds of dishonest ways and 

lying means to cause trouble to the psalmist. It is to provoke him to retaliate and fight them openly. 

Whatever it takes, even if it means to use up their valuable resources in order to satisfy their hatred 

and lust for blood. 

 

Quiet does not mean keeping silent and not talking. It means a happy rest and peace with one another. 

God’s people love rest and peace. They hate unrest and war. But the enemies desire something else. 

They love wars and destruction to fall upon God’s people. 
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Verse 21, “Yea, they opened their mouth wide against me, and said, Aha, aha, our eye hath seen 

it.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

During David’s time, it is not common to write as we do today as our day to day living. The common 

method of communication they used was by word of mouth. You can imagine a lot of talking in order 

to spread news around. David’s enemies have no qualms in speaking evil against him with their mouth 

loudly and openly. 

 

They even bear false witness by saying, “… our eye hath seen it.” Surely, they will put words in their 

mouth to their advantage. They distort the truth in order to get the psalmist into trouble. That was their 

aim. They will do what they can to destroy his reputation and name in the society. They wanted to 

embarrassed him and made him a laughing stock to the people around him. 

 

Verse 22, “This thou hast seen, O LORD: keep not silence: O Lord, be not far from me.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

It is not without any basis that the psalmist wrote this imprecatory psalm and called for God’s justice 

to be fulfilled. Enough is enough. There have been too much lies and falsehood spreading around him. 

He has been surrounded by people who tell lies and resort to distortion of the truth in order to destroy 

him. Even men who were supposed to be close to the psalmist believe these lies. 

 

To whom can the psalmist turn to? Only God! God is omniscient. He knows everything. He can see 

through the heart and mind of men. He knew their inner motive and intention. As such, the psalmist 

plead to the Lord to be near him. By himself, he is unable to cope and overcome all these troubles. 

Therefore, he called upon God to be close to him. 

 

Did not David know that God will always be with him? I believe he needed to be assured that God 

continues to be with him and has not left him alone to face his troubles. It is not that David did not 

have the knowledge that God will always be with him. He is expressing his inner and heart-most desire 

for God to be near him and he wanted to be assured in this regard. 

 

Verse 23, “Stir up thyself, and awake to my judgment, even unto my cause, my God and my 

Lord.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

In this verse, the psalmist is not addressing God as if He has been sleeping and unclear about what is 

happening to him. No, it is the opposite! Surely the psalmist knew God is watching over him but he 

does not want to take Him for granted that everything will be taken care of automatically. He is calling 

out to God in desperation, putting across the message that he will surely perish if God did not help 

him. 

 

To stir up means to get out of laziness and work. To awake means to come back to the senses and be 

clear about what is happening. With such descriptions of his address to God, it is unwise to conclude 

that David was being rude and impudent towards God. The rest of the verse speaks for itself how David 

in his desperation called out to God who is all powerful and to his Lord who knew him through and 

through. 
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Verse 24, “Judge me, O LORD my God, according to thy righteousness; and let them not rejoice 

over me.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Even though there is a bond and relationship between the psalmist and his God, it is because of God’s 

justice that the psalmist is crying out for. If the psalmist has done wrong and not his enemies, he will 

be the one who ought to be judged and punished by God instead. But it is not the case here. The 

psalmist knew that there is a just cause for him to seek God’s judgment against his enemies. Therefore, 

he is not afraid to be judged by God since he has done nothing wrong. It will not be for his personal 

grievances but for the righteousness of God. 

 

Verse 25, “Let them not say in their hearts, Ah, so would we have it: let them not say, We have 

swallowed him up.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

A lot of things are said in the heart. No man really knew what are they except the one who does it. 

God is the only One who knows everything for He is omniscient. He knew our thoughts and how we 

feel in our hearts. 

 

What is this verse teaching us? The psalmist can only make his assumption base upon the words and 

actions of his enemies. But there were many things hidden from him. It is impossible for him to know 

what were their exact thoughts about him and how they felt against him. And he wanted the Lord to 

stop them not only in their words and actions, but their thoughts as well. Probably this will stop his 

enemies from succeeding what they hope to do against him. That is why he does not want them to say 

among themselves that they had won and prevailed over the psalmist. 

 

Verse 26, “Let them be ashamed and brought to confusion together that rejoice at mine hurt: let 

them be clothed with shame and dishonour that magnify themselves against me.” (synonymous 

parallelism) 

 

With no victory, there will be no rejoicing. Not only the psalmist is praying that his enemies will not 

succeed in their wicked ways against him, but also that they will be shamed because of the failure of 

their own wicked plans. It is not for personal reason that the psalmist is praying for but for God’s 

justice to be done. 

 

The psalmist had stood firm for the truth and kept the righteousness of God with no apology and 

compromise. He has done his part as a child of God but the Devil will not let him go. As such, he sends 

trouble and opposition to him so that he will give up his faith and deny God in the end. Thank God 

that the psalmist stood firm. And so now he is praying for God to work against them so that his enemies 

will know that his God is powerful and no matter what they try to do, they will not succeed. 

 

Verse 27, “Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say 

continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

It is God’s will that the psalmist is not alone in his persecution. He Himself will certainly encourage 

him by His presence. But it is also His will that there will be those who will stand with him on the 

same side of the truth and seek God’s justice. And so, it is to these people, the psalmist prayed that 

they will rejoice in the Lord. These are the ones who desire your spiritual good and want you to succeed 

and not fail in your spiritual walk with God. Do we have such true friends in our life? 
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True friends are those who love the Lord and His justice. And they will come together and fight a good 

fight of faith for the Lord. We must seek the Lord for such friends who are hard to find in this world 

of sin and darkness. Should the Lord bless you with a friend like this, remember to cherish him or her. 

If not, let us wait patiently for the Lord to provide. And the most important thing that we can and must 

do now is to be a such a friend to others where the Lord has placed us now. Others need such a friend 

as much as we need such a friend ourselves. But we can be such a true friend to others by the grace of 

God. Will you? 

 

Verse 28, “And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

The psalmist not only ends this psalm with God’s justice in mind but also with continuous praise to 

Him. A child of God will not get tired easily in standing upright for His sake. He will keep doing so 

as long as the Lord enables him and until He calls him Home. It is the same for praising. There will 

always be a good reason why we should praise God. 

 

As God’s children, we have a perfect Father who take care of us perfectly. His perfect care does not 

mean there is no trouble in the life of His children. His perfect care means His perfect strength and 

protection are available for His children in the worst of all situations. Even though the enemies of 

God’s children are powerful and intimating, they are nothing to God. God can overcome them easily 

anytime. And this is the promise which God gave to His own children. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

The suffering of the believer is real. The injustice found in this world is also real. But God’s justice 

will prevail. He will have the final laugh in the end. Imprecatory prayers are not prayers for personal 

vengeance, but for God’s justice is to be fulfilled. This is what we must take note. God’s protection 

will come. And so, let us praise Him for He deserved to be praise by you and me. May God help us. 

Amen. 


