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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 35 – THE PRAYER FOR DIVINE JUDGMENT (Part 2) 

 

I. RECAPTULATION 

 

Psalm 35 is an imprecatory psalm, which is a believer’s prayer to invoke God’s judgment to fall upon 

His enemies in order that their wickedness may receive a just retribution and punishment. David could 

have written this psalm while running away from king Saul or the Philistines who wanted his life. But 

there is no just cause and reason for them to pursue after him, and yet they did so out of jealousy and 

a revengeful spirit. This is utter wickedness that is seen in depraved men. 

 

The psalmist began the first section on prayer for protection from verses 1 to 8. The situation must 

have been so intense and severe that the psalmist is crying out to God for His judgment to come. And 

this judgment is in the form of divine protection. It is the protection that only God can give. 

 

The next logical item to pray for under imprecatory prayer would be God’s justice. However for the 

psalmist, he took time to praise God. And he did so in the next 10 verses from verses 9 to 18. Indeed 

his anger and hatred for his enemies are not due to personal reason but because of his unwavering 

stand in his faith for the Lord. He did not forget to praise and worship God in the midst of his prayer 

for His divine judgment. This is important as it shows that this imprecatory prayer is not done in the 

heat of the moment. It is done with much calmness and peace in the heart under the careful guidance 

and comfort of the Holy Spirit.    

 

II. PRAYER OF PRAISE (verses 9 to 18) 

 

The reason for praise is not to bribe God by saying all the nice things about Him. This is what pagans 

in their worship will do to their idols. They will try to get into the good book of the one whom they 

needed the help before they list down their needs and wants. I once saw a man lavishing his Chinese 

boss with praises in public. And the contents of his praise were exaggerated to the extreme. I even 

thought that they were probably acting in a drama, but as I look around, there was no camera around. 

But the praise of a child of God towards his heavenly Father is far from such emptiness and mere lip 

service. The praise is genuine and from the heart, as we shall see for ourselves as we study in these 10 

verses with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Verse 9, “And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation.” (synthetic 

parallelism) 

 

The psalmist knew his God. Not only He is the God who judges sin, but He is also the God who saves. 

And therefore he delights in Him with great joy. This joy is based upon the covenantal relationship 

between them. He acknowledges that it is the LORD who saves. He is the only One who gives 

salvation. As such, the psalmist rejoices in Him and His salvation. Such a joy is not experienced only 

for a short time, but for eternity. And this is what the psalmist is implying. He is already experiencing 

the joy, but he knew for sure that he will continue to experience the joy in the future. 

 

Verse 10, “All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from 

him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him?” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

Why the bones? Why not other parts of the body like the heart or bowels? I believe the psalmist was 

trying to express his praise for God to the highest degree. 
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There are many bones in the human body, both great and small. According to the scientific findings, a 

normal person would have 270 bones at birth and by the time he reached adulthood, he would have 

around 206 bones. It varies from person to person. But by looking at the figure and comparing with 

other parts of the body, this number is significantly higher. Therefore what the psalmist was saying in 

this verse was that every part of him wanted to praise God. And the content of that praise was to focus 

on God who had the power to save. 

 

For the poor, they have no ability to help themselves. They were suppressed by the rich who abused 

them and taken advantage of them. But God is far more powerful than any of them. All that the needy 

and poor need to do is to run to God for protection. God will protect them and help them out. God has 

protected David many times from his powerful enemies. This is the confidence which the psalmist had 

in his own experience. 

 

Verse 11, “False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not.” (synthetic 

parallelism) 

 

The psalmist revealed the method which his enemies used to attack him. This method is through lies 

and falsehood. The mastermind behind this method is none other than Satan himself who is also known 

as the father of lies. He is the master deceiver with experience since the fall of man. 

 

The psalmist did not know these false witnesses. They appeared suddenly to bear false witness against 

him. This happened also to the Lord Jesus Christ when He stood before the chief priests and scribes 

on the night which Judas Iscariot betrayed Him into their hands (Matthew 26:59). The Lord Himself 

had also warned the disciples in His Sermon on the Mount saying, “Blessed are ye, when men shall 

revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake” 

(Matthew 5:11). Therefore it should come with no surprise when we are false accused for those things 

which we did not do. 

 

But we must not be afraid when we are false accused. All that we must do is to keeping telling the 

truth for the Lord’s sake. Even when it seems like falsehood is prevailing, let us believe that “Truth 

will out!” in God’s timing. We will be vindicated in due time. Lies and falsehood will be exposed and 

revealed eventually. As what Apostle Paul exclaimed, “For we can do nothing against the truth, but 

for the truth” (2 Corinthians 13:8). 

 

Verse 12, “They rewarded me evil for good to the spoiling of my soul.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The psalmist must have tried to do good to his enemies but all that he received from them was evil. 

This probably gives us the glimpse that his enemies were people who may be close to him, more than 

just his acquaintances. He was kind and helpful towards them but they only return evil for what he has 

done for them. In fact, they wanted to destroy him. And it is more than just physical harm but spiritual 

harm. 

 

This spiritual harm refers to committing sin. They wanted David to commit sin so that his relationship 

with God will be affected. They wanted him to be far away from God. They wanted him to crumble in 

his faith and eventually turn him to go against God. This is the evil which we see it coming against us 

in the world we live in. Beware, lest we fall and sin against God! 

 

Verse 13, “But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul 

with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The response of a true believer was never revenge or to retaliate. The life principle is: Overcome evil 

with good (see Romans 12:19-21). 
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Sickness brings a person down and causes him to be unable to do anything but lie on the bed till 

recovery. The psalmist did not gloat upon the enemies’ vulnerable situation and rejoice when they 

became sick. Instead he did the opposite. He felt for them and even pray and fast for their recovery. 

This is truly beyond this world. The natural response is to laugh and mock at the enemies’ bad situation 

now. But not for the psalmist, he will not want to do anything that is against God’s will. God’s will is 

for us to overcome evil with good, and not evil with evil. 

 

Verse 14, “I behaved myself as though he had been my friend or brother: I bowed down heavily, 

as one that mourneth for his mother.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The psalmist testified that he behaved himself. This is not pretending, but pushing for the effort to do 

good from the heart. It is not just giving the bare minimum to prove that he has indeed repaid evil with 

good. Though they are enemies, the psalmist regarded them as his friends and even brothers. Is this 

even possible? It may be impossible with men, but with God all things are possible. 

 

Again, I must stress that God is not calling us to put a false front to show we care or that we are 

magnanimous enough to forgive those who harm us. No, not at all. It is the love of Christ which 

constrains us to do good unto others just as God has done good unto us even though we do not deserve 

anything good from Him at all but punishment. 

 

Jesus’ words “Love your enemies” must have shocked the disciples and all those who heard Him 

(Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27,35). These are not empty words. The Lord Himself set the example by 

giving His life for those who are His enemies (Romans 5:6,8). 

 

Verse 15, “But in mine adversity they rejoiced, and gathered themselves together: yea, the 

abjects gathered themselves together against me, and I knew it not; they did tear me, and ceased 

not:” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

When you try to do good and even to repay evil with good, it does not mean that others will therefore 

be thankful to you and repent from their evil. It could be the opposite. They may respond negatively 

and may work even more evil towards you than ever before. While you sympathize with them when 

they are in trouble, they rejoice when you are down. And they came together to work a plan to make 

you fall further. That’s what they will do, and will keep doing. 

 

“Abjects” means smiters. They seek to smite the psalmist with no mercy. They wanted him dead at all 

costs. They wanted to tear him apart whatever it takes. That’s how evil they have become despite his 

kindness and goodwill towards them. And they will not stop until they achieve their goal. 

 

Verse 16, “With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

Who would attend these feasts except those who are God’s people? These enemies of the psalmist are 

God’s people. They came with evil intention, and not to worship God. It was the spiritual obligation 

of God’s people to keep all those feasts according to the law of Moses. But what was the spirit behind 

these people who are also against David? They are hypocritical mockers. It means that outwardly they 

displayed their obedience to God’s law by keeping the feasts but within them, it was a heart that was 

bent on doing evil. They pretend to keep the feasts when inside them were full of wickedness. Are they 

not hypocrites? Are they not mockers of God since they thought God is a fool who would accept their 

sacrifices? 

 

The word “gnashed” means the bite that will never let go. His enemies were determined to “bite on” 

the psalmist and will not let him go. They were determined to destroy him. 
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This was how the psalmist felt in relations to all the attacks he faced from his enemies. And yet the 

response of David towards them was one of kindness and no evil retaliation at all. This is the 

profoundness of the imprecatory prayer in this psalm. 

 

Verse 17, “Lord, how long wilt thou look on? rescue my soul from their destructions, my darling 

from the lions.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

In any situation, the focus is never on self, but on God and what His will is. The psalmist looks to God 

and asks, “Lord, how long…?” This is not a complaint. This is not from a spirit that is full of anger 

and bitterness. It is the opposite. It is the look towards God, desiring Him to act and for His name to 

be magnified and glorified. From David’s angle, the attacks seem unending. Only God knows when 

the end will come. And this is exactly what he is appealing for: the end! 

 

The Christian life is not a game, but a reality of spiritual attacks which we saw happening to the 

psalmist who was struggling on a daily basis. It must have been hard on him, but he is not going to 

give up easily. He looks forward to the day when God’s glory will be manifested. And he knew that 

when that day comes, his soul will be delivered from the mouths of the enemies. It is natural to long 

for that salvation and deliverance. 

 

Verse 18, “I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much 

people.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

The psalmist’s praise ends with thanksgiving towards God. His dealing with the enemies gave him 

much strength and peace in his heart, for he knew that he was doing the right thing before God and 

men. If it was done for his own sake, there will be no thanksgiving to God in the end. And since this 

is not the case, it is important for us to realize that to do good to our enemies is what God wants us to 

do even though we may not want or like to do it. We do it because God calls for it. It shows that God 

is in control and as God’s people, we are not going to bow down to any pressure to cause us to sin 

against God. 

 

As such, when we are able to exercise such goodness and kindness even to the enemies who seek to 

harm us, is truly something out of this world. To the unbelievers, this is the gospel light that shines in 

order that they may be driven to Christ for salvation. To the believers, this is to encourage them to 

press on and never to give up, bearing the name of Christ by their holy and godly witness especially 

in times of adversity. 

 

The psalmist also thanked God publicly before the great congregation. It means that he is not ashamed 

for what he has done since it was done rightly before God and men. It may be a humbling experience 

to suffer humiliation and scorning. But what does it matter as long as it is for the Lord’s sake? The 

Lord deserves us to do much for Him. In fact, it can never be enough because we can never repay what 

Christ has suffered for our sake. May God help us. Amen. 

 

 

 

To be continued 


