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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 35 – THE PRAYER FOR DIVINE JUDGMENT (Part 1) 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Psalm 35 is an imprecatory psalm. There are at least 14 imprecatory psalms in the Bible. Imprecatory 

psalm is the prayer of a believer to invoke God’s judgment to fall upon His enemies that their 

wickedness may receive a just retribution and punishment. 

 

A Psalm of David. This is written by David. It could be one of the psalms written during his fugitive 

period when his life was wanted by king Saul and the pagan nations surrounding Israel especially the 

Philistines. There is no just cause and reason for these enemies to pursue after David, and yet they did 

out of jealousy and a revengeful spirit. This is utter wickedness that is seen in depraved men ever since 

the fall of Adam in Genesis account. 

 

Wickedness is seen in the world as well as in Christian churches today. It is absolutely understandable 

that wickedness be found in the world since it is filled with unregenerate men everywhere, but it is 

truly upsetting and disappointing to find also wickedness (if not more wicked than the world) in the 

church among believers who are supposed to stand together as God’s people as light of the world. 

 

When professing believers indulge themselves in wickedness, they lose the testimony that they ought 

to be bearing for Christ. This not only prevent the world from seeing Christ in their testimony, it also 

stumbles other believers to follow their bad examples of wickedness. We make sure we do not fall into 

wickedness that turn us to become enemies of God again. Otherwise this imprecatory psalm would be 

applied against us and to all those who are the enemies of God. Be sure to stand with the psalmist in 

his cry against God’s enemies that His protection and justice come upon all of God’s people. May God 

help us. 

 

II. PRAYER FOR PROTECTION (verses 1 to 8) 

 

Verse 1, “Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight 

against me.” (synonymous parallelism) 

  

Persecution comes upon all believers in Christ who would want to live godly lives before God and the 

world. This is true as Apostle Paul testified in Philippians 1:28-29, “And in nothing terrified by your 

adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that of God. 

For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his 

sake.” Looking at persecution from God’s perspective enables a believer to respond rightly before God 

and the world. While enduring the persecution at hand, it is not unbiblical to pray for God’s protection 

to come upon His people who are under spiritual attack from the enemies. 

 

The word “plead” means “to have a controversy.” In other words, it is to call for a case. It is a legal 

term used in the court of justice. The psalmist is pleading for his case to be heard in the courtroom in 

order to be protected from any form of injustice and wickedness that come upon him. David is calling 

upon God to be the Judge. The attacks were severe and the psalmist knew that only God can protect 

him from being destroyed by them. But, what makes the psalmist so sure that God the Judge will be 

on his side? Note that he invokes the covenantal name of God “LORD,” and this refers to the 

relationship which he had with God. And based upon this covenant that the psalmist himself stood 

before God in righteousness and holiness, he knew for sure that God will definitely fight for his cause. 
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This confidence was given to all of God’s people in the Old Testament who believed and trusted in 

God’s covenant to be fulfilled in due time. They looked forward with great expectation that the 

Messiah will come according to God’s promise. Indeed such a confidence was rewarded when God’s 

covenantal promise was fulfilled in Jesus Christ 2,000 years ago. As for us, we look back to the 

fulfillment and this gave us confidence in the God who will always keep His Word. The final prophecy 

of Christ’s second coming will surely be fulfilled just as He did in the first. And when He comes, He 

will judge the whole world of sin. For all those who are on His side, He will protect them to the end. 

This is our confidence in God. 

 

Verse 2, “Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

We are indeed fighting a spiritual warfare. The language here in this verse speaks of war. We have 

learnt in Sunday School the military hymn “I am in the Lord’s army.” In the Lord’s army, whether 

young or old, male or female, healthy or sick, all who are in the Lord are called to fight against God’s 

enemies. This is God’s calling for them with no exemption. And the weapons they are to use are two 

of them: God’s Holy Word and God’s Holy Spirit. Spiritual warfare is to be fought with spiritual 

weapon. With these weapons, we are promised victory in all the spiritual battle. This is assuring, isn’t 

it? 

 

The psalmist here calls upon God to protect him with a shield and buckler. These are defensive 

weapons in the battlefield. A shield covers the soldier from all the fiery arrows that shot from the 

enemies’ artillery. The shield is basically a protection for the body. The buckler is bigger than the 

shield which often serves as the first defence. The call for God to take hold means that the psalmist is 

pleading God to urgently seize both shield and buckler. Why such urgency? This sheds light to the 

intense and great attacks that are falling upon the psalmist. There is no holding back. The enemies are 

coming in full force against the psalmist which is why he is calling for full protection from God. Indeed 

we must realize that only God can help us. To stand up means to be ready against any attack. Such 

readiness is necessary because this shows the competence of the one who is providing the protection. 

There is no doubt at all to God’s ability to protect His people. Thank God for His perfect protection!  

 

Verse 3, “Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto my 

soul, I am thy salvation.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

The defense system is in perfect place. The next thing is to build up the attack system. This is what 

verse 3 is teaching. The psalmist is now calling upon God to fight and attack the enemies who are 

approaching. The spear is an offensive weapon and is used to pierce and destroy. The word “draw out” 

means “to empty and to keep it empty.” In other words, it is to keep using the spear in order to destroy, 

and never to keep it. It is going in full frontal attack with no retreat at all. There is a reason given. It is 

to stop the enemies from their attack. This act is to keep going forward until the enemies is stopped. 

This tells us that in the Christian warfare, it is always the Christians under persecution and attack. The 

only way for them to be kept safe is God’s protection in both equipping them with defensive and 

offensive weapons. 

 

Again, we are reminded that the protection God promised is a spiritual one. The enemies may succeed 

in hurting us bodily and even kill us. But they can never destroy our soul. Therefore our soul is 

absolutely safe in God’s hand. However, due to great persecution that we are enduring, we need God’s 

assurance that our soul is indeed kept safe in His hand. That’s why the psalmist calls for God’s 

protection in the form of an assurance over his soul. Indeed God is our salvation. There is no salvation 

outside of Him. 
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Verse 4, “Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned 

back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

With the weapons for defence and attack, the psalmist is calling for God to cause the enemies to be 

disoriented among themselves. There is unity when the army is motivated to march forward together. 

However if the army were to lose the motivation or be disappointed due to some unforeseen 

circumstances, the army can become disunited in their attack. And this is what the psalmist is praying 

to happen in the enemies’ camp. 

 

The word “confounded” means “to be disappointed or delayed.” In other words, the enemies’ plan fell 

apart and that caused them to fall. To be put to shame means to be confused. They must have thought 

that their plan is perfect and will surely succeed. How disappoint they would be when they are proven 

wrong. They will be embarrassed and shameful, isn’t it? 

 

“To turn back” means “to retreat.” They cannot move forward as planned anymore. They have been 

defeated to return to square one again. “Brought to confusion” means that they were shocked how their 

plan has fallen through. It was totally unexpected. They put all their hope in what they had planned 

for. To witness their own fall is truly humbling and embarrassing. 

 

Verse 5, “Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

The chaff is the husk of grain that is totally useless. At harvest, the farmer would remove the chaff 

from the grain. And the removal is done by the wind that blows. The farmer will wait till the wind is 

blowing and then he will shake and toss the harvest grain up in order for the wind to blow away the 

chaff. The grain which is heavier will fall to the ground while the chaff which is lighter will be blown 

away. The psalmist is praying that the enemies to become like the chaff, being removed easily by the 

wind. 

 

The angel of the LORD is none other than the second person of the Holy Trinity, the preincarnate 

Christ. The word “chase” means “to drive away.” In other words, it is a call to remove them so that 

they will never be seen again. But, why call upon the angel of the LORD to do it instead of any of the 

multitude of angels to do it? The reason is because the One who judge is God Himself. And His 

judgment is perfect and just. The plea for God to do it means that the psalmist’s situation is due to his 

faith in Him. He is under persecution and attack because he is a child of God. And therefore he wanted 

God to protect him for His sake. 

 

Verse 6, “Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them.” 

(synonymous parallelism) 

 

No one is able to find his way in a dark place. No one is able to walk properly without falling when 

the floor is slippery. In other words, the psalmist is praying that the Lord to make them unable to find 

their way successfully. Stop them, hinder them and let them never find their way again. Again, the 

psalmist calls upon the preincarnate Christ to do it. “To persecute” means “to run after.” It is the same 

word used in verse 3. In other words, the psalmist is calling upon God to run after the enemies just as 

they did the same to him. This is to let the enemies taste their own medicine. They had pursued after 

David without fear and no holding back. How about God doing the same to them, with His wrath and 

no holding back? 
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Verse 7, “For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without cause they 

have digged for my soul.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

When unbelievers of the world make God’s children suffer, we must always ask if the reason they do 

so is because of our faith. If it is not because of our faith, then we cannot be said to suffer for Christ. 

It could be because of our bad testimony that we are suffering the consequences that cause the 

unbelievers to behave the way they are. In this case of the psalmist, it is because of his faith since he 

said, “without cause” they had done evil to him. “Without cause” means without a just reason to back 

up their words and actions. In other words, they attack him because he is a child of God. And that is 

no just reason why they should do this. 

 

Therefore the psalmist is right in calling God to protect him based upon His judgment. The enemies 

were all ready to trap him and cause him to fall into it. It is like a deep trench dugged and cover up in 

ambush, specially made to cause the psalmist to fall right into it. In other words, they will not give up 

but will keep on “digging” to find fault and throw all kind of accusations until they catch hold of his 

weakness when he falls. This is how evil the world has become. Though we are no more part of it, we 

are still found in it. Therefore we need God’s protection to save us. 

 

Verse 8, “Let destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch 

himself: into that very destruction let him fall.” (synthetic parallelism) 

  

 The psalmist is praying for God’s judgment to come upon the enemies without any warning. This is 

not a cruel request since they knew what they were doing. And they were attacking the psalmist 

because he is a child of God. And therefore their attack is deliberate and directly against God. And the 

psalmist is also praying that the enemies be trapped by their own devise and plan. What they had 

planned, to turn back and work against themselves instead. 

 

Haman is the classic Old Testament example of one whom God has punished using his own devise. 

The original plan was to make Mordecai be hung at the gallows. It was specially designed by Haman 

for this very purpose. But in the end, the one to be hung is not Mordecai but Haman himself. Indeed 

“let his net that he hath catch himself.” He destroyed himself in the end. Truly if God be for us, who 

can be against us? (see Romans 8:31). 

  

 

To be continued 

 


