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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 34 – SEEKING THE LORD (Part 3) 

 

I. RECAPITULATION 

 

Let us not forget Psalm 34 is an acrostic or alphabetical psalm. I believe it is to indicate the 

completeness of what it means to seek the Lord plus it is also one easy way to memorise the psalm for 

any Jewish child. 

 

With the context provided in the preface, we know the background of this psalm. David has played a 

fool before Achish, Abimelech the king of Gath for survival’s sake, but he was the greater fool before 

God for his lack of faith. Surely God will be able to protect David from his powerful enemy. All that 

he needs to do as a child of God is to seek Him earnestly and faithfully, but he didn’t. When he realized 

that it was God who delivered him and not by his own effort, he testified of his own folly and therefore 

led by the Spirit to seek the Lord. This psalm is the testimony to emphasize the importance of seeking 

the Lord all the time. 

 

He began the psalm with praise. The reason is because God still delivered him despite his failure to 

exercise faith in Him in time of danger. He has failed the test and therefore deserved to be punished 

so that he will learn his lesson well. And yet, by God’s mercy and grace, He chose to deliver David 

even though he did not deserve the deliverance at all. It was because of that, David was led to praise 

God. He cannot but to begin with praise. We covered that from verses 1 to 3. 

 

And from verses 4 to 10, the psalmist explains the result in seeking the Lord. The result for seeking 

God is to experience His goodness. As such, true believers must always seek God at all times, whether 

in times of prosperity or adversity. Without God, they are nothing. But with God, they are everything 

and they have everything. God is our perfect help and guide in our life. We will not be afraid even 

when we meet with troubles for we know that God will help us overcome. He will lead us all the way 

to safety when we seek Him earnestly and diligently. He will never fail us, and so let us not fail Him 

by seeking Him always. But, what is the right way in seeking God? This is what we are going to learn 

from verses 11 to 16. 

 

II. THE WAY IN SEEKING (verses 11 to 16) 

 

Verse 11, “Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

Seeking God is not to be done blindly or just go through the motion. It is an active part of a child of 

God, by giving all diligence and making all effort to do that which God desires from him. The term 

children indicate the role in which they are playing to be submissive to their parent or guardian. In this 

case here, children are to be submissive to God their heavenly Father. They are the children of God. 

And only children of God will hear the voice of their Father in heaven. 

 

The psalmist acts as their spiritual human father. He is calling out to his spiritual children, in which 

their relationship is by faith, and not literal or physical. And the psalmist is calling them to come to 

him. He did not force them or use any flowery trick to entice them. By coming indicates their presence. 

In other words, they must be physically present before him. Without their presence, they will receive 

nothing since they will see nothing and hear nothing. This is the first step: Come! 
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Once their physical presence is fulfilled, the next step is to hearken to him. The word “hearken” means 

to hear attentively. He wants all who are God’s children to hear him attentively. The reason is because 

he has an important message for them. What is the message? It is to tell them that he will teach them 

the fear of God. 

 

The fear of God has to be taught. The reason is because left to ourselves, we do not know how to fear 

God rightly. Many fear God but end up approaching him in all the way ways simply because they are 

not taught correctly. The psalmist knew this, and he did not want ignorance to continue in the life of 

God’s people. Therefore he seriously told them that he will teach them the fear of God. And they 

themselves must come willingly and be willing to hear attentively. 

 

The fear of God must be developed in their life, if not temptations and all kinds of spiritual attack will 

overwhelm them and destroy them in the end. What is exactly the fear of God? Fear means more than 

being afraid. In fact, it is a reverential fear that puts a believer in the right place before God. The 

following verses will explain what is this fear of God and how the fear of God is the way in which we 

seek Him. 

 

Verse 12, “What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he may see good?” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

Fearing God leads a child of God to know that God is the source of life. God is the One who creates 

life and gives life to us. The difference between a man walking about and a man who is lying in the 

coffin is that one is still alive and the other is already dead. The reason why we eat and why we drink, 

and why we study and eventually work after graduation in order to earn money is so that we can live 

and hopefully longer. We do not want to do anything that will shorten or remove life. It is a natural 

thing to desire life. Those who do not want life anymore is because they are disappointed with their 

meaningless life. If their life can be turned around and become meaningful, surely they will want life 

and even more life. 

 

And so, what is the psalmist trying to teach us in this verse? Is it not the acknowledgement of the 

source of life that we ought to give? Not only we want to live, we want to live longer and we want this 

longer life to be filled with goodness. No point living a longer life and yet a pathetic and miserable 

one. The psalmist is bringing out the desire of all men concerning life. And since he put it in a rhetorical 

question, it means that he wanted them to know that they are unable to live this life now because they 

lack the fear of God. 

 

The fear of God is the key to such an abundant life. No matter how a man tries to find satisfaction in 

life on his own, he will never succeed until he is back to the right relationship and fellowship with God 

again. The miserable life will become a happy life when the fear of God becomes rightly understood 

and obeyed in a believer’s life. Let all who seek the Lord fear Him as well. 

 

Verse 13, “Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.” (synonymous 

parallelism) 

 

Fearing God also leads to controlling our tongue for a good purpose. Even though the tongue is a small 

organ compared to other organs of the whole body, it is capable to setting the world on fire. It has the 

ability to turn peace into war, relationship from sweet to sour, and from blessing into a curse. Apostle 

James has dedicated the whole of chapter 3 to deal with the tongue in his epistle. This is not a small 

and light matter. We do well to control our tongue for good and not evil. 
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The word “keep” means to guard with the purpose to protect and preserve. In this case here it is to 

guard the tongue in order to protect and preserve it from becoming evil. Words can kill! It can destroy, 

stumble and hurt people, be it unintentionally or purposely. God blesses us with a tongue in order to 

bless and restore, to build and strengthen others in the faith, and in some cases to uphold the truth in 

order falsehood and error be dealt with. 

 

It begins from fearing God. When the right fear of God is in place as we seek God, we will want to 

control what we say as well. Not only to refrain from meaningless talk but also anything and everything 

that does not bring about edification when the words are spoken. God is a God of truth and truth 

exposes error and dispels it. When we seek God earnestly and diligently, we must make sure our tongue 

is also surrendered to Him. Our motive and intention will be in check, and therefore we must make 

sure we mean every word that we utter out from our mouth. It is more than ensuring our words do not 

stumble anybody. We make sure every word is uttered out of sincerity and in truth. 

 

Verse 14, “Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

Not only our words must be ensured to bring edification and not evil, our actions must also do the 

same. Actions speak louder than words. It is sure to bring even more damage than words do. To depart 

means to “turn your back.” It is a complete turn around to whatever you are doing and then go the 

opposite way. This is what we must do to evil. Stop it immediately, turn your back against it, and go 

the opposite way. And this is why it must be followed by doing good. 

 

It is not good enough to refrain from doing evil. We must stop it, and then purposely and actively do 

good. The way to do good must be defined by God’s Word. It is possible for some to do good and yet 

this good is regarded as evil by God. That is the reason why an unbeliever’s righteousness is regarded 

as filthy rags by God (see Isaiah 64:6). For our good to be accepted by God, it must be done according 

to His revealed will and that is the Bible. 

 

The psalmist explains further, using synthetic parallelism, that a believer is to seek peace and pursue 

it. This is a command and not an option at all. All children of God must seek peace, no matter what 

happens. This peace explains how we ought to behave ourselves before God and the world. It is 

because we have peace with God that we now can have the peace of God in our heart. No man is able 

to destroy this peace that we are possessing and pursuing. 

 

This peace is to be pursued on the basis of God’s truth. We may suffer and even die from it. People 

may reject us and persecute us because of it. But our resolve is we seek peace no matter what happened. 

This is the peace which only God can give. And we live out this peace before the world so that they 

may experience this peace with God as well as the peace of God. Because we have it, we want others 

to experience it as well. Therefore we cannot say we do not care anymore. We care because we want 

peace to be shared and enjoyed by others. Will you?  

 

Verse 15, “The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.” 

(synthetic parallelism) 

 

We are not to seek and pursue peace by our own strength and wisdom. We will be wasting our time 

and effort. This verse reveals to us that God is watching over His own. In other words, we are not 

going to be alone. God is with us. He watches over us closely. For He knew we will suffer and be 

rejected and persecuted by men for it. And God wanted us to know that we must keep pressing on 

because He is not far from us and near us. 
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Using the eyes and ears are language of anthropomorphism. Indeed God ensures wherever His people 

are, He is there with them. It is far better than any CCTV or any camera invented by men. God sees 

through even our heart and mind and therefore He knew our emotion and feeling even though on the 

outside it is well hidden. And when we cry out to Him, sometimes inaudibly, God hears and He 

understands. What a great comfort to have such a wonderful God to watch over us and hear us when 

we cry! 

 

It must be noted that His own are referred to as the “righteous.” It is God who made them righteous 

through Jesus Christ who redeemed them from their sin on the cross of Calvary. This is called 

justification. And because they have been justified, they are able to please God again. And they entered 

into this phase called the sanctification. And it is this sanctification process that they will face many 

difficulties and God allowed them to come for the purpose that they may become more and more holy 

and sanctified as they learn to seek and trust in Him. 

 

Verse 16, “The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them 

from the earth.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

God watches over His own. The opposite is true. God will not watch over those who do not believe in 

Him. They would rather continue to do evil than to seek His forgiveness and be saved. Therefore God’s 

face is turned against them. This refers to His judgment and wrath that burns against them for their 

unbelief and wickedness. They had rejected the peace He offered to them. They had turned down the 

only opportunity to be forgiven of their sins and be saved in heaven. They only have themselves to be 

blamed as they will certainly end up in the lake of fire to suffer the greatest degree of torment forever. 

God’s judgment is sure and perfect. No one can escape His judgment at all. 

 

God’s judgment also means He will cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. What does this 

mean? Whatever they do and said, regardless of the great and positive impact they may had upon other 

people’s life, and since they did it for their own selfish sake and not for God’s sake, God ensured that 

all these remembrance will be totally erased off. They are not worthy remembering anyway since 

whatever they do are not done for God’s sake. Only those and whose works bring glory to God and 

have been done for His sake will be remembered. 

 

There will be many of them who will continue to do evil as if they are doing good. Goodness in one’s 

own eyes may not be good and acceptable in God’s sight. Only God defined for us that which is good. 

He has prepared for us the way in which we ought to seek Him. And the psalmist has shown us that 

this way is to have the right fear of God in our heart. The more we fear Him, the more we will want to 

love Him and bear His name wherever we go. It must be our prayer that we will learn to seek Him by 

fearing Him rightly. May God help us. Amen. 

 

 

 

To be continued… 

 

 


