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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 29 – GIVING GOD THE GLORY 

  

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“A Psalm of David.” The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. This is the 

answer to the first question of Westminster Shorter Catechism “What is the chief end of man?”. Indeed 

the whole creation’s existence include man’s is all for the glory of God. 

 

And David by whom this psalm was written and being a man after God’s own heart, shows to us the 

way in which we as His people ought to give God the glory due unto Him. How can we glorify Him 

unless we know Him? That’s why unbelievers will always fall short of this point. Since they do not 

know God, there is no way that they can glorify Him at all. We thank God that He has revealed Himself 

to us by His grace, mercy and love through His only begotten Son Jesus Christ who died on the cross 

to redeem us from our sins. And because we are saved, we can now know Him rightly and by knowing 

Him rightly enables us to be able to glorify Him now. What a privilege and honour which God has 

given us. 

 

Let us learn from this psalm how to glorify God which is our end and purpose of this blessed life which 

God has provided for you and me. May His holy name be glorified. 

 

I. THE GLORY OF GOD IN WORSHIP 

  

 God is in the mind of the psalmist all the time. In times of trouble, he looks up to Him for help and 

deliverance. In time of peace, he looks up to Him with thanksgiving and adoration and worship. I 

believe the psalmist penned down this psalm in time of peace which he did not forget God and take 

his blessing for granted. He gave God the glory through his worship. In worship, there is praise and 

acknowledgement of who God is in our life. And this is what we see in the first two verses how the 

psalmist gave God the glory in worship. 

 

 Verse 1, “Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength.” 

   

 The word “give” is in the imperative. The psalmist commands all those who are mighty to ascribe to 

God glory and strength. The psalmist specifically called those who are mighty to do it. The mighty 

refers to those who are great and powerful. The psalmist is implying to them that their might is not 

given for them to boast and be proud of themselves. As they had experienced great victory in their 

wars against the enemies, they must always remember that God is the source of their strength and 

power. Without God, there is no way they could have been made great at all. 

 

 By giving God glory and strength, it does not mean now that God has become stronger and more 

glorified than ever before. This ascribing to God glory and strength simply means giving to Him that 

is due to Him who well deserve from His own people. Moreover, it is God who gave them the strength 

which is boldness and power over their enemies. To return to Him the strength is the right thing to do! 

They own nothing in the first place. 
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 Note also that the psalmist invoked the covenantal name “LORD” which implied the relationship that 

has been established between God and His people. There is intimacy and close bond between them. 

This is not superficial and paying lip service at all. There is genuineness and true sincerity in glorifying 

God in worship. 

  

Verse 2, “Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of 

holiness.” (synonymous parallelism) 

 

Only God’s name deserves to be glorified, magnified and exalted up on high. Many a time, we are 

protective and defensive when our name and reputation are tarnished and destroyed. And when others 

mocked and took God’s name in vain, it does not seem to affect us and we simply let it be. Let such 

attitude be stopped once and for all! Let us repent and forget about our insignificant name, and start 

holding God’s name dearest to our heart. Let us be ready all the time to defend God’s name when the 

needs come. The reason is not because God is so helpless and He needs us to protect Him, but rather 

because of our love for Him. How can we who are His people endure His name being mocked at and 

shamed by not speaking and standing up for Him? 

 

To worship God in the beauty of holiness is to acknowledge God’s holiness in our life and how we 

love Him so much that we find great adoration in admiring the beauty of His holiness. God’s holiness 

is seen in His dealing with sin cumbered with His grace and mercy upon His people. His righteousness 

demands justice and for every sin to be called to task. Yet there is mercy and forgiveness of sins made 

available always after the rebuke of sin is done. This is God’s holiness. How can we not worship Him 

in the beauty of His holiness? It is a challenge for us to be holy even as God is holy. 

 

II. THE GLORY OF GOD IN CREATION 

 

The creation of God is the evidence of God’s existence. Not only that, they reflect God’s glory. Many 

a time, we admire the great creation in nature such as the Grand Canyon in United States, Great Barrier 

Reef in Australia, etc. Even unbelievers admire them! Yet what a vast difference when we admire all 

these great creations because of the Creator who is rightly the One who made them. These creations 

are like God’s trophies in which we magnify and glorify His name. For unbelievers, they admire these 

beautiful creations without God. But as for us, we acknowledge the divine hand in all these creations 

and as a result, we worship Him and glorify Him for His creation. 

 

Verse 3, “The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is 

upon many waters.” (synthetic parallelism) 

 

God demonstrated His power through waters. And He did so by His voice. He only needs to open His 

mouth and the waters obey Him! Whether the waters are found in complete stillness or in total 

uncontrolled rush like the tsunamis, God is in absolute control of every wave and drop of the water 

according to His spoken word. 

 

Verse 4, “The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.” 

 

Full of majesty speaks of God’s magnificence and power that is evidenced throughout. This is more 

than the thunderous sound that we hear each time the great storm is approaching. It shakes the whole 

earth in great fear and trembling. This is beyond our human imagination and experience. 
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Verse 5, “The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the LORD breaketh the cedars of 

Lebanon.” 

 

As much as the cedars of Lebanon are regarded as the strongest wood that is almost unbreakable in 

terms of its quality, yet it is nothing to God. God can easily break it up with no effort at all by His 

powerful word. That’s the power of His Word, full of control and might. 

 

Verse 6, “He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.” 

 

As seen by man as great, the strongest cedar was reduced to sticks flying about by the powerful Word 

of God. They were likened as calf skipping about. They became so light and they simply moved about, 

like a young unicorn. A unicorn is an extinct animal. It is believed to be a strong and powerful animal 

with a horn on its head. It was able to navigate through dangerous mountainous terrain skillfully and 

speedily. It is interesting that the strong cedar wood is liken to this unicorn that could skip about. As 

much as it is strong and stable from man’s perspective, God is able to make it weak anytime by His 

Word. 

 

Verse 7, “The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire.” 

 

A small flame can ignite and turn into an uncontrolled ball of fire. The great fire is inflamed and 

devoured every thing burnable. It rages and continues to burn until ashes. Yet God’s voice is able to 

divide the fire. It means the fire can be “split’ and reduce into smaller fire and cause its power to be 

greatly extinguished. A strong and big fire is hard to put out until it is divided. God’s word is able to 

do it effortless! 

 

Verse 8, “The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of 

Kadesh.” 

 

The wilderness of Kadesh has been regarded as tough terrain against the natural elements against the 

heat of the sun and coldness in the night. Yet such a hard place can turn upside down simply by the 

voice of the Lord. It trembles and breaks up easily. 

 

Verse 9, “The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in 

his temple doth every one speak of his glory.” 

 

The hinds were known to be very tough and were able to endure pain and any kind of situation to bear 

the baby calf to full term. Yet the voice of God can cause it to tremble and as a result gave birth 

prematurely. 

 

The forests no matter how thick and deep are no match for the powerful word of God. By His Word, 

the forests can be laid bare any time. That’s how powerful God’s Word is. 

 

The temple here cannot be the Solomon’s temple since it was not built yet. This should be a reference 

to the heavenly temple where angels and departed saints gather together to worship God and glorify 

Him. The word “speak” means commune. Every conversation in heaven is uttered towards the glory 

of God. Imagine how glorious it would be to hear every conversation in heaven bringing glory to God. 
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Verse 10, “The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever.” 

 

The word “sitteth” means absolute control and power that rest upon Him. The battle has won. All has 

been suppressed and made under Him. Even the flood which is powerful and unstoppable has been 

made subjective to God’s sovereign control and might. 

 

It is proven that God is King forever and ever. There is no one who is above Him. He is above all 

things now and forevermore. 

 

III. THE GLORY OF GOD IN HIS PEOPLE 

 

Verse 11, “The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with 

peace.”  

 

Man is God’s highest creation since he is made in the image of God. The relationship that was once 

broken by sin is now restored because of Jesus Christ. All those who believe in Him by faith will be 

called His people. The promise in this last verse is given only to God’s people. 

 

The strength here is spiritual. It brings about a total trust and faith in God’s power and protection upon 

all His children. Though this will certainly encourage those who are being persecuted for their faith, 

this remind those who are enjoying peaceful time (like us in Singapore now!) to keep looking to God 

for His protection and care. This will prevent us from taking God for granted for the many blessings 

we can enjoy right now. Let us seek to glorify God not only in bad times, but also in good times. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

It is time to re-examine our life whether we have been glorifying God in our thoughts, words and 

actions. If not, let us repent now and take that step of faith to seek God for His will to be done. It may 

be in our demanding work that we need to refocus our attention on the Lord and not be found enslaved 

to the company which we are working for. Same for those in school. Our studies can become our god 

when we put studies above God. Let us seek to glorify God at work and in school by making sure that 

whatever we do, it is for His sake we do it. May God help us. Amen. 


