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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 27 – BE EMPOWERED BY DIVINE STRENGTH 

  

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“A Psalm of David.” David was a man whom God has set apart for Himself not only to rule over 

Israel as king, but also as His instrument to pen down His Word for the comfort, encouragement and 

instruction for His people of all ages. When we meditate upon the psalms, we are able to identify how 

the psalmist felt in his situation. It was an honest assessment of himself responding in times of trouble 

and we are greatly encouraged when we see how he overcomes his weaknesses and learns to trust in 

the Lord. 

 

In this psalm, we learn how God empowered His people by His divine strength. Not only our physical 

body is weak, our mental, emotion and feelings often cause us to be despair and discouraged. Our 

strength is indeed limited. And therefore it is wise to seek divine strength from above to do His work 

faithfully which has been entrusted to us as our mission on this earth. It can be as simple as sweeping 

the floor and keeping the house clean and neat, we need divine strength to do it well and faithfully. 

Living for Christ is not only when we have to stand up for our faith and be found contending for the 

faith once delivered unto the saints, we also have to make sure every aspect of our life is worthy of our 

Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

I. TURNING TO DIVINE STRENGTH 

  

Verse 1, “The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength 

of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” 

 

The psalmist must be going through great difficulties that he declared this wonderful declaration of 

the only help that he needed the most. The LORD is not just the light and salvation. The psalmist 

regards God as His personal light and salvation. The opposite of light is darkness. The psalmist was in 

his darkest moment and there is nothing for him to fear because the Lord is his light. He was able to 

shine upon the pathway that he is walking so that he will not stumble and fall easily. With the light, 

the psalmist was able to make the right biblical decision and ensure that what he says and does will be 

according to God’s Word. Salvation reveals the need of the Saviour to deliver a sinner from the power 

and bondage to sin. The psalmist confessed that the Lord is his salvation. Indeed there is no salvation 

apart from the Lord Jesus Christ. With the Lord as his light and salvation, there is nothing that the 

psalmist should fear anymore. 

 

This verse is synonymous parallelism. The second part of the verse conveys the same meaning but 

phrased in different way. It is God who gives strength to our spiritual life. This strength is none other 

than the light and salvation of the Lord. With this strength of life from the Lord who is the divine 

source, there is nothing therefore for the psalmist to be afraid of anything. His soul is well protected 

by God. Bodily he may suffer and even die, but spiritually God will keep his soul safe all the way to 

the end. 

 

Verse 2, “When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, 

they stumbled and fell.” 

 

There are enemies in the psalmist’s life. They were the ones who made life difficult for him. The 

psalmist recounts those days when his life was in danger and yet God is the One who preserves him 

and cause his enemies to fail miserably in their plan to destroy him. 
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The term “wicked” means one who spoils and literally breaking you into pieces. The psalmist’s 

enemies wanted him dead and be destroyed completely. It is indeed trying to live under such threat by 

the enemies all the time. The psalmist used two terms to describe these wicked men against him: 

enemies and foes. Enemies are those who force their opponents into a tight space, forcing him to his 

dead end with no way out. Foes are adversaries who are full of hatred against him. And they are the 

psalmist’s personal enemies and foes. In other words, these were likely people who were close to the 

psalmist. They were not Israel’s enemies such as the Philistines, Amalekites, and so on. Examples like 

king Saul and the psalmist’s own son Absalom could be in the psalmist’s mind in relation to his own 

enemies and foes, for they were wicked enough to want his life and destroy him. But they did not 

succeed. Instead they stumbled and fell. Attempts have been made many times by king Saul to kill 

David, but not once did he succeed. As for Absalom, he may have “succeeded” in usurping the throne 

from his father and became the king, but it was only for a short time. Very soon his life came to an end 

in tragic manner. Indeed no man can touch the Lord’s anointed and get away with it. 

 

Verse 3, “Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should 

rise against me, in this will I be confident.”  

 

 Once you look to God for strength, He will empower you with His sufficient grace to go through the 

trials before you. Such was the psalmist’s confidence in God. Even when it was an army of enemies 

who surrounded him, there is nothing to be afraid of. In terms of number, he may have lost, but in 

terms of strength, he is invincible because the source of his strength is God’s. That alone caused the 

psalmist to overcome his fear easily. It was in such circumstances that draw the psalmist even closer 

to the Lord, desiring His divine presence. 

 

II. DESIRING THE DIVINE PRESENCE 

 

Verse 4, “One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 

house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in 

his temple.” 

 

There may be many desires in the heart of the psalmist toward the Lord. But only one of them was in 

the psalmist’s mind right now that overwhelmed and swept him over. The word “desire” means to 

inquire or ask. The psalmist seeks after his inquiry which he is determined to seek until he found it. 

The determination was so strong that nothing can prevent him from seeking after it. 

 

Using synonymous parallelism, this strong determination to inquire and seek after the Lord was made 

known that he wanted to dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of his life. Truly the psalmist 

desired after the presence of God in his life. Literally he would go to the tabernacle, for the temple was 

not yet built, to enjoy the presence of God. It was not because God is not omnipresent and only 

confined to a specific location. The tabernacle is the appointed place set by God how men ought to 

approach Him in worship and fellowship. Therefore the tabernacle became the place whereby it 

reminded him of God’s presence in his life. The desire for God’s presence was so strong that he was 

willing even to make his bed in the tabernacle so that he can enjoy God’s presence as long as he lives 

on earth. 

 

The desire to dwell in the Lord’s house was further elaborated how it was the enjoyment of God’s 

beauty. This refers to the glory of God. In other words, the psalmist was seeking to know God more in 

His character and attributes. When you are interested in a person, you will want to know everything 

about him. This was what the psalmist meant by beholding the beauty of the Lord. But who can know 

God unless He is willing to reveal Himself? Therefore the psalmist followed up by seeking for the 

Lord to answer his prayer. It is up to God to reveal Himself to men. Indeed He has revealed Himself 

to us through the Lord Jesus Christ (the living Word) and the Bible (the written Word). 
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Verse 5, “For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle 

shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock.” 

 

There is no way the enemies could attack the psalmist when God hides him in His own pavilion. This 

is not a physical pavilion but a spiritual one. This is the spiritual cover of protection which God 

provides for the psalmist. No enemy is strong and powerful to penetrate through God’s pavilion in 

order to spoil it. It is non accessible to them. 

 

By using synthetic parallelism, the psalmist furthers explains the pavilion as both the secret of his 

tabernacle and a rock. The secret of his tabernacle means into the inner and most sacred place of the 

tabernacle where man presented himself before God with all the necessary sacrifices. This place is 

called the most holy place in the tabernacle. It is accessible only by the high priest and he entered in 

only once a year. That was how sacred it was designed to be. The rock is strong and can withstand a 

great force against it. In other words, no enemy can succeed in hurting the psalmist at all. No wonder 

the psalmist desired God’s presence so much! 

 

Verse 6, “And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore 

will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD.” 

 

Now the psalmist progresses into another spiritual level. And this is the level of rejoicing. Knowing 

that he is well protected by God, how can he not rejoice in Him? How can he not declare to the whole 

world how he has been lifted up above his enemies? What does it mean to be lifted up above the 

enemies? Even though the enemies may plot and come against the psalmist with all their power and 

might and even their foolproof plan to destroy him, they did not succeed at all. There is nothing they 

could do to accomplish their evil task and wicked plan. They failed miserably. The psalmist 

experienced a complete victory over his enemies. 

 

His heart is full of rejoicing and gladly he offered sacrifices of joy and sang praises to the Lord. This 

is how God wants us to come rejoicing and praising always in worship. This is the way in which God 

desires all His children to come to Him with great rejoicing in worship. Today, many come with a long 

face and their singing is done mechanically and there is no more life in our worship. No wonder the 

charismatics accused the conservative churches for killing worship by their boring and lifeless manner 

of worship. Is there truth in their accusation? I am afraid it is. Let us repent and return to the lively 

worship of great rejoicing which God desired from His people. Having said that, I am not endorsing 

the kind of worship which the charismatics are advocating. They are no less guilty than those who kill 

worship. Theirs is the sensual kind, which is out to satisfy the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and 

the pride of life. It is a man-centered worship, rather than the biblical, God centered worship. We 

worship the Lord in spirit and in truth, coming before Him with clean hands and a pure heart. Let our 

life be found living in holiness and obedience to the Word of God. And let our worship be filled with 

rejoicing because of the salvation and protection God has provided for us. 

 

III. TRUSTING IN DIVINE PRESERVATION 

 

Verse 7, “Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me.” 

 

While there is divine protection, it does not mean there is no more threat and attack by the enemies. It 

also does not mean that believers will never get to suffer at all. There are times which the Lord 

permitted suffering to come upon His people. Remember Job? 

 

No doubt it was full of joy in the previous verse, however the desire for God’s presence did not negate 

the reality of life for the psalmist. It is the Lord’s design that the psalmist will keep on trusting in divine 

preservation even in the midst of troubles. 
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There will be trouble which keeps on appearing in our life, but only for the purpose that we might be 

kept humble and not take God’s help for granted. Unless it is due to sin, God can also send trouble to 

wake us up so that we may repent and return to the right path again. 

 

The reason why the psalmist appealed to God’s mercy in his cry was because he realized he has no 

rights at all to ask God for anything good. What he truly deserved from God is punishment due to sin. 

That’s why he asked for mercy. Mercy is withholding the punishment which we rightly deserved. Have 

you ask for mercy today? 

 

Verse 8, “When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD, will I 

seek.” 

 

We are supposed to do what the Lord asks us to do. However let us know that we are not regarded as 

dummies and turned into someone with no mind of his or her own. No doubt this verse is teaching that 

we will only do what the Lord has commanded us. We are not to act as God to do what we want. God 

wants us to remain humble and do those things which He has commanded. 

 

To seek God’s face means to keep praying and come before His holy presence. In order to do that, we 

must ensure our life is lived in holiness and that God is pleased with us. There should not be any hidden 

sin in us at all. All sin must be confessed and repented of. God will not hear us if there is any 

unconfessed sin in our life. 

 

Verse 9, “Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my 

help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation.” 

 

The only time which God hides His face from His people is when they had sinned against Him. By 

regarding iniquity in our heart, God will never hear our prayers. The psalmist, in his humility, sought 

the Lord not to be angry with him. He pleads to the Lord for help. As He has done so in the past, it 

does not mean that He is obligated to help him again. To think so is to take God for granted. The 

psalmist is pleading to the Lord to be with him. 

  

Verse 10, “When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up.” 

 

This verse is not a verse to attack our parents. This is to show that our relationship with God take 

priority over all other human relationships including towards our parents. The parents’ love for their 

own child will be so strong that they are willing to give up their life for his or her sake. Yet, no matter 

how strong and powerful the parent’s love for their own child, it can never be compared to God’s love 

for us who belong to Him. Even parents may forsake their own since no parents are perfect and without 

sin. But God will never forsake us no matter what happened. 

 

The Lord will take us up means that He will receive us just as we are. Romans 5:8 testifies, “But God 

commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” If God waits 

for us to repent first before He send His Son to die for us, then we will never be saved. God’s love for 

us is perfect and this is our basis of our prayer as we trust in His divine preservation. 

 

IV. WAITING UPON DIVINE GUIDANCE 

 

Verse 11, “Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies.” 

 

There is not a time that we are not learning, including in the time of trouble. And our attitude toward 

learning must be filled with strong desire to learn more and more of God’s way in our life. It must be 

God’s way which we sought the Lord so that we will walk in His way, and not our way. 
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The plain path means a straight path. And this path is the path of righteousness. And the reason the 

psalmist gave for such a request was because of his enemies. In other words, his enemies were walking 

in unrighteousness. They were going in a way that is contrary to God and His Word. It is possible to 

go the same way as them if we are not careful. The psalmist knew the spiritual danger and therefore 

he sought God to teach him so that he will not be gullible and walk in his own way to destruction. The 

only safe way is God’s way. 

  

Verse 12, “Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up 

against me, and such as breathe out cruelty.” 

 

The psalmist believed in God’s sovereignty that He has the power to enable him to stand firm and 

unwavering. For God holds the absolute control and authority in His hand. The enemies will have no 

power to do anything until the Lord gives the green light. 

 

To suffer false accusations and having people to spread lies about you can be a daunting experience. 

It is important for believers to stay focused on the Lord and wait upon His perfect guidance. No matter 

how strong the enemies can be, they can never be greater than God. This is our only comfort that we 

can draw in such a time like this. 

 

Verse 13, “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the 

living.” 

 

There is no way that the psalmist could have “survived” until now if not for the Lord. He gave glory 

to God for His goodness. Indeed God is good. If He is not, what could become of us? It is unthinkable, 

isn’t it? The goodness of the Lord will sustain His people through all their trouble. But, only when 

they had believed. This is faith. We must walk by faith, rather than by sight. In the land of the living 

does not refer to heaven. It is here on earth which the goodness of the Lord will be seen and done 

among His people. 

  

Verse 14, “Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I 

say, on the LORD.” 

 

This is the concluding verse for the whole psalm. This is a call to wait upon God by His people to be 

empowered by His divine strength in His time. It is important not to go ahead of God. He will answer 

our prayer and give us the strength we need in due time. 

 

Surrounded by wicked enemies and foes can be intimidating and there is always a temptation to give 

up and give in to the demands of the world and sin against God. That’s why it is important for the 

psalmist to encourage us to be of good courage. We need to stand up against the evil tide of worldliness 

that has been sweeping Christians today to the way of the Devil. Is not this world still under his control 

to prepare to fight against Christ and His saints? Have you been deceived or are you on the Lord’s 

side, possessing the much needed courage to earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto the 

saints? 

 

Wait patiently for the Lord’s empowerment that we may be strong to go through life’s trials 

successfully and be found faithful when the Lord comes again. May God help us. Amen. 

 


