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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adults Sunday School 

 

PSALM 24 – WORSHIPPING THE KING OF GLORY 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. But because of sin, man has lost this 

ability to glorify God, and it is impossible to enjoy Him forever. But God is merciful and gracious to 

provide sinful man the only way to glorify Him again, and that is through His only begotten Son Jesus 

Christ. This only way is to solve our sin problem. John 3:16 summarises this way excellently, “For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life.” 

 

God is the King of glory. He is forever glorified. He did not need anyone or anything to make Him more 

glorious than before. He is always glorified and forever perfectly glorified. As His children, we count it 

an honour and privilege to be able to worship the King of glory. We merely ascribed to Him what He 

deserved from us. How can we not glorify Him? This is what we are existed for.  

 

The occasion of Psalm 24 was not made known. This is “A Psalm of David.” David is a man whose life 

is lived to glorify the King of glory. May God open our spiritual eyes to see His deep truth to show us 

the way how to worship the King of glory. 

 

II. HE IS THE CREATOR 

 

Verse 1, “The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 

therein.” 

 

Verse 2, “For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.” 

 

Natural revelation alone is sufficient to condemn man for his failure to worship God his Creator. When 

man is born, he is already spiritually blinded and dead to God. He is unable to know the God behind the 

things which He had made. Each time man looks at the sun, moon, stars, trees, flowers, animals, and 

including himself, he is not able to acknowledge the One who made all of these things. 

 

God is the Creator. He is the rightful Owner of all that He has made. The focus of these verses is God 

Himself as man's Creator. A closer look at these verses will tell us that it is more than just a mere 

acknowledgement that there is a Creator who made the earth. Verse 1 draws out those who dwell on this 

earth and they are God's special creation. Becase man is made in the image of God, he is the greatest 

creation of all that God has made. Verse 2 contains the implication of the global flood that was once 

destroyed the whole earth by water, save 8 souls. The reason for that global destruction is because of the 

wickedness of man which has filled up to the brim that God has to destroy them completely. But God 

being merciful and gracious, gave man another chance to return back to Him. Yet, man only knows how 

to deny Him and rebel against Him by committing spiritual adultery and turning to idolatry as a direct 

attack against Him. 

 

God is longsuffering, not willing that any should perish but to return to Him again. But one day, when 

the wickedness of man is again filled to the brim, God will destroy the earth one last time, and it will be 

by fire. And this will be final. You and I have the responsibility to make known the Creator to those who 

are still blinded to Him. They must return to Him immediately, otherwise how can they stand guiltless 

before Him who is holy and righteous? That leads us to the next 3 verses to reveal more about this 

Creator who will judge man in the end. 
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III. HE IS THE HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS GOD 

 

Verse 3, “Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?” 

 

Even though God is omnipresent, He is everywhere, upward, downward, sideward, front and back. 

However, looking to God is always positioned upward, not downward or any side. Heaven is up, not 

down. And heaven is created for man to dwell in God's presence. Besides the angels who are created to 

serve God, it is not for any other creatures such as the animals or anything that is made in the earth. 

Only man! But, is he qualified to be found in God's holy presence? The next verse shows us the 

qualification. 

 

Verse 4, “He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

nor sworn deceitfully.” 

 

Clean hands. It is not having hands that are free of dirt and germs. The cleanliness of our hands is seen 

from from the spiritual dimension. Has our hands been used to worship and serve idols? Has our hands 

been used rebel and fight against God instead of worshipping and serving Him? 

 

A pure heart. The heart represents who we are inside. The physical appearance is only a cover. It is 

often used to hide the true self. The outside may look beautiful and pleasant. But the inside can be ugly 

and hideous. Like the clean hands, a pure heart is to be seen from the spiritual perspective. A pure heart 

would mean there is no contamination of that which is sinful and morally wrong, be it thoughts, words 

or actions. 

 

This verse being synthetic parallelism, the one who has clean hands and a pure heart is one who has not 

lifted up his soul unto vanity or have sworn deceitfully. He has not done that which is displeasing to 

God. Vanity includes everything and anything that is meaningless and full of emptiness. An idol is 

nothing. When man follows an idol and worships it, this is vanity. And such vanity must be punished. 

To swear has to do with our words. Every word that has been uttered with the intent to deceive, hurt, 

and destroy must not be found in him with a pure heart. 

 

This is the new man who has repented from all his sins and is now found acceptable before God. Are 

you such a man now? 

 

Verse 5, “He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his 

salvation.” 

 

The man in verse 4 is the one whom God will permit to stand in His holy presence and live. Such a man 

is blessed. To be able to live righteously is a blessing. This righteousness is the righteousness of a man 

who is forever saved. In other words, in time past, man's righteousness is seen as filthy rags. No matter 

how hard man tried to be righteous by obeying God's law. God's law only found to condemn him more 

and more. 

 

But now, after he has been saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, the law no longer condemns 

him. The law is now a delight to him for it has been made possible for him now to obey it. His 

obedience of God's law is not to earn salvation. His obedience of God's law is the result of his salvation. 

What a blessing indeed! 
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IV. SEEKING THE KING OF GLORY 

 

Verse 6, “This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.” 

 

This generation refers to the present generation. The generation of the past is past already. The 

generation of the future is still in the future and it has not come yet. What is important at hand is the 

present generation. God is looking at the present generation and is desiring them to do the right thing, 

and that is: to seek Him. 

 

The psalmist used two different Hebrew words for “seek.” The first “seek” gives the idea of seeking 

with care and diligence while the second “seek” gives the idea of begging or imploring with heaviness. 

Indeed we need to seek God with great determination as well as having the attitude of humility. We are 

at His mercy, not the other way round! 

 

Why Jacob? Why not Israel? Are they not the same? It is directed to Jacob because that was the time 

when he needed to seek God the most before God changed his name to Israel. That was the beginning 

of his seeking. And he continues to seek after God after his name becomes Israel. 

 

Verse 7, “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of 

glory shall come in.” 

 

To this generation of believers, how are you seeking God? You are not left to yourselves to decide how 

to seek God. There is a way for you to follow. And you are to do it willingly, joyfully and faithfully.  

 

To lift up means to put everything aside and focus on Him who should have all your attention: The King 

of glory. No one is exempted. The temple was not yet built in David's time. Gates and everlasting doors 

must refer to all the homes in Israel to open up and come before God in worship. 

 

Preparation must be made and doors must kept wide open and ready for the King of glory to enter. It 

must not be closed, or half opened. The picture of the King of glory to come in means God has deemed 

this home worthy for Him to dwell in. If not, not only He will not enter in, the same home will be 

judged and condemned, and be destroyed in the end. 

 

Verse 8, “Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.” 

 

God is powerful that no army can fight and win over. It is always the battle between light and darkness; 

truth and deception; good and bad. Though it is a fight, the LORD will always win, and all those who 

are on the same side with Him enjoy the victory. But the ironical part is: why will anyone choose not to 

be on the Lord's side and yet we see there are, and there are many of them! No man has ever fought 

against God and won! Why is sinful man not seeking God for His mercy, instead of hardening his heart 

against him? 

 

Verse 9, “Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of 

glory shall come in.” 

 

Verse 10, “Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.” 

 

These verses are repeated for emphasis. No man can deny the King of glory. The King of glory will 

surely come. To believers, His coming is a blessing. But to unbelievers, His coming is a judgment. If 

you are found on the Lord's side, you will not be afraid at all of His coming. In fact, you long for His 

coming because you delight in Him. 
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You look forward to worship Him and serve Him in His house. You long for sweet and intimate 

communion with Him because you find perfect rest and peace in Him. Is that your experience right 

now? You can never experience this until your relationship with Him has been restored by Christ. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

Let us who are His redeemed people worship the King of glory. He wants to come into our heart, our 

home, our life. He wants to be part of us. What a God who is interested in us! He desires us to live, and 

not perish in our sin. How can He still love me when I am so sinful and rebellious toward Him? Yet this 

is what happened. God wants us to be found in His holy presence. And He prepares us by giving us 

clean hands and a pure heart. He wants us to seek Him with determination and with a humble attitude. 

May the King of glory be forever glorified! Amen. 

 

 


