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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON NINE: HIS DEATH 

 

I. HIS BETRAYAL & ARREST 

 

A. Text 

 

Matthew 26:47-56, “47 And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a 

great multitude with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 48 Now he 

that betrayed him gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him 

fast. 49 And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed him. 50 And Jesus said 

unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took 

him. 51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, 

and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear. 52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up 

again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. 
53 Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 

twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 
55 In that same hour said Jesus to the multitudes, Are ye come out as against a thief with swords 

and staves for to take me? I sat daily with you teaching in the temple, and ye laid no hold on me. 
56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the disciples 

forsook him, and fled.” 

 

B. The Betrayal Completed (verses 47-50) 

 

Just before the last supper, the Lord told the twelve disciples at the upper room that He would be 

betrayed by one of them (see Matthew 26:21-25). And Judas Iscariot who is the betrayer, has the 

audacity to ask the Lord saying, “Master, is it I?” His address of the Lord as “Master” is the same 

as the chief priests and the Pharisees. In other words, Judas did not really believe He is the Son of 

the living God as Peter has confessed. To him, He is only a good teacher. 

 

But, what was the reason Judas betrayed the Lord? Though the Bible did not explicitly give the 

reason why, it is likely due to greed and covetousness. He was “trustworthy” enough to be assigned 

the treasurer whereby he has the bag. It is assumed that there were generous givers to support the 

Lord’s ministry as He moved from place to place with His disciples. And Judas must have helped 

himself to the treasury secretly. 

 

Now that the Lord had in numerous occasions revealed to His disciples that He will be going away, 

Judas probably thought that his source of income is ending soon. And since he knew how the chief 

priests and the elders had been wanting to get rid of the Lord, he might as well betray Him for a 

sum of money for the last time. The reward for the betrayal was 30 pieces of silver which was the 

price of a slave. 

 

While the Lord and His disciples made their way from the upper room in the city of Jerusalem to 

garden of Gethsemane, Judas Iscariot used that moment of opportunity to sneak away and led a 

great multitude to come and take the Lord away. And he kissed the Lord’s cheek as a sign for the 

enemies to take Him. That was when the situation had become very intense. 
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C. The Retaliation Prevented (verses 51-52) 

 

Peter retaliated immediately. He had the sword with him, and he used it and cut off the servant’s 

ear. That was when the Lord stopped him. If He did not stop him, there would be more bloodshed. 

The Lord then put the detached ear back to the servant as if it has never happened before. It was a 

miracle. The Lord prevented the situation from becoming violent. 

 

If the Lord wanted to save Himself, He could easily do it without the disciples. The Lord revealed 

that there were more than twelve legions of angels who were at His disposal, ready to charge at the 

His enemies anytime. 1 legion is about 5,000. 12 legions would be 60,000. The great multitude 

here would probably numbered no more than 50 armed guards. Why is there be a need for so many 

armed soldiers just to arrest one unarmed man? This only revealed how the chief priests and the 

elders of the Jews were bent of getting Him by hook or by crook. Even if the common people were 

to try and stop them, it would be impossible with this great multitude of armed men. But the truth 

is, even if it was a battalion of fighting soldiers, they would be easily overcome by the Lord. It was 

not the power of the enemy but by God’s will that He would be betrayed and taken by the evil hand 

of the enemies. 

 

D. The Scriptures Fulfilled (verses 53-56) 

 

Twice in this passage that all that had happened here was to fulfill the Scriptures. In other words, 

it was not because the Lord was weak or the enemies were too powerful. It was all for the fulfilment 

of the Holy Scriptures. 

 

To be exact, which parts of Scriptures were fulfilled? To be taken without a fight would mean there 

is no violence involved. This was according to Isaiah 53:9. He would be led “as a lamb to the 

slaughter” according to Isaiah 53:7. Zechariah 11:12 prophesied how the Lord was betrayed for 30 

pieces of silver. 

 

The coming of the Lord itself is the fulfillment of Scriptures. It has been prophesied since in the 

Garden of Eden when God gave the first gospel to mankind. God means what He promised. He 

came exactly according to the appointed time by God. The Scriptures will not be broken (John 

10:35). 

 

II. HIS SIX TRIALS 

 

The Lord prevented the violence from taking place. In the end, He was taken and all His disciples fled 

for their lives. And the Lord was brought to go through six trials: 3 Jewish trials and 3 Roman trials. 

 

A. First Trial (Jewish) – Before Annas (John 18:12-13) 

 

B. Second Trial (Jewish) – Before Caiaphas (Luke 22:54; John 18:19-24) 

 

C. Third Trial (Jewish) – Before the Sanhedrin (Matthew 26:59; Mark 14:53; Luke 22:66-71) 

 

D. Fourth Trial (Roman) – Before Pilate (Matthew 27:1-2; Luke 23:1-4; John 18:28-38) 

 

E. Fifth Trial (Roman) – Before Herod (Luke 23:7-11) 

 

F. Sixth Trial (Roman) – Before Pilate again (Luke 23:13-25; John 18:39-40) 
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Though tried in six trials, none of the above trials can prove that the Lord Jesus has done anything that 

is guilty of death. All the witnesses presented could not even agree with one another. This shows their 

witness is false. Their accusation cannot hold any water at all. 

 

The only right thing to do is to release the Lord immediately. Yet, in the end, the unjust sentence was 

passed and the Lord was to be crucified on the cross as if He was guilty of a heinous crime that is 

worthy of death. The words and actions of Pilate himself were crystal clear, for he said, “… Why, what 

evil hath he done?... I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.” (see Matthew 27:23-

24). As he said these words, “… he took water and washed his hands before the multitude.” None of 

these would absolve his guilt for passing the death sentence. 

 

Though Pilate could have used his power to release the Lord, he chose to give in to the pressure which 

came from the multitude. Having said that, it was under God’s higher plan and purpose for the Lord 

Jesus Christ to be crucified on the cross for the redemption of sinners. The Lord Jesus said to Pilate, 

“… Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given from above: therefore he that 

delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin” (John 19:11). 

 

Bearing His own cross, the Lord was made to walk all the way to the place called Calvary. And they 

crucified Him there with two other criminals beside Him. 

 

III. HIS DEATH 

 

A. Text 

 

Matthew 27:45-50, “45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth 

hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 

that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 47 Some of them that stood there, 

when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. 48 And straightway one of them ran, and 

took a spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. 49 The rest 

said, Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. 50 Jesus, when he had cried again with 

a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.” 

 

B. His Seven Last Sayings On the Cross 

 

The Lord was crucified on the cross at 9am (see Mark 15:25). And from noon to 3pm, there was 

great darkness. And He breathed His last breath at 3pm. All in all, the Lord was on the cross for 

more than 6 hours. And between these hours, He gave His seven last sayings as follows: 

 

1. First Saying: “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34) 

 

2. Second Saying: “Verily I say unto thee, to day shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 

23:43) 

 

3. Third Saying: “Woman, behold thy son!” (John 19:26-27) 

 

4. Fourth Saying: “Eli, Eli, lamasabachthani? that is to say My God, My God, why hast thou 

forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46) 

 

5. Fifth Saying: “I thirst” (John 19:28) 

 

6. Sixth Saying: “It is finished” (John 19:30) 

 

7. Seventh Saying: “Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit” (Luke 23:46) 
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IV. HIS BURIAL 

 

A. Text 

 

Luke 23:50-56, “50 And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good 

man, and a just: 51 (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them;) he was of 

Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went 

unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, and laid 

it in a sepulchre that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 54 And that day was 

the preparation, and the sabbath drew on. 55 And the women also, which came with him from 

Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. 56 And they returned, 

and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.”  

 

B. Joseph of Arimathaea (verses 50-53) 

 

He is certainly a true believer and follower of Christ. It was said that he “… waited for the kingdom 

of God” (verse 51). He was part of the Sanhedrin council that was responsible for the unjust trial 

which they subjected the Lord unto. However, he had not “… consented to the counsel and deed 

of them.” As such, he took his stand against them, and since he was probably the only voice which 

spoke up for the Lord, he was overruled by the majority of them. 

 

He remained firm and faithful even after the Lord was led to be crucified. He openly asked Pilate 

for the Lord’s body in order to give Him a proper burial. He was not bothered with anyone who 

might question his action for linking himself with a man who had just been shamefully crucified. 

He even laid the Lord’s body in a new tomb. That was the evidence of His love, belief and devotion 

to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

C. The Embalmment (verses 54-56) 

 

For most criminals who were crucified, their dead bodies will be burnt or thrown down into the 

valley of Hinnom. For the Lord’s case, His body was kept and given a proper burial. Before the 

burial, His body was embalmed. Joseph of Arimathaea, Nicodemus and the women made sure the 

Lord’s body was properly embalmed. 

 

The amount of spices, ointments and a mixture of myrrh and aloes was about 100 pound or 35 kg 

(John 19:39). It was believed that such an amount is enough to embalm 100 dead bodies. The 

purpose of embalmment is to cover the stench of a rotting body. 

 

The significance of embalmment for the Lord revealed specifically the love and devotion which 

the believers had for Him. They did not hold back from Him. They wanted to give Him the best as 

the last thing they could have done for Him. This is how much they love Him. 

 

V. EVALUATION 

 

The Lord Jesus truly had died. But this is not the end of Him. His work of redemption was done as He 

has declared on the cross “it is finished!” Nothing can be added to what has been done. The Lord Jesus 

has paid the price in full. He has cancelled all debt of sin on our behalf. His mission is completed! The 

work of reconciliation is finished and perfectly done once and for all. The reason why He came is so 

that you and I can be forgiven of our sin by what He has done on the cross of Calvary. 

 

Let us think of Christ’s finished work and great sacrifice on the cross in order to give us reconciliation 

with God the Father. His death is important to our redemption. However, this is only half the gospel. 

Half the gospel cannot save. There is another half of the gospel which is His resurrection. Amen. 


