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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON SEVEN: HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 

 

I. TEXT 

 

Matthew 23:13-33, “13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom 

of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go 

in. 14 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, and for a 

pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the greater damnation. 15 Woe unto you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, 

ye make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. 16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which 

say, Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the 

temple, he is a debtor! 17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that 

sanctifieth the gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth 

by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar 

that sanctifieth the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things 

thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 
22 And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 
23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, 

and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have 

done, and not to leave the other undone. 24 Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a 

camel. 25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make clean the outside of the cup 

and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first 

that which is within the cup and platter, that the outside of them may be clean also. 27 Woe unto you, 

scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful 

outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly 

appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 29 Woe unto you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of 

the righteous, 30 And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers 

with them in the blood of the prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the 

children of them which killed the prophets. 32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33 Ye serpents, 

ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?”  

 

II. INTRODUCTION 

 

The above passage is filled with strong words by the Lord Jesus Christ. No doubt He is merciful and 

gracious, most compassionate and loving to all who follow Him faithfully. But we must not forget that 

He is also the perfect and righteous Judge of all men. His judgment against them is always true, fair, 

accurate, and perfect with no mistake at all. He minces no words, and all that He said is 100 % correct 

and true. Most importantly He is serious with the judgment He has pronounced and warned in this 

passage, not only against the scribes and Pharisees of His time, but also the scribes and 'Pharisees' of 

every generation including our time today. 

 

Based on this passage in the Lord’s encounter with the scribes and the Pharisees, He called them 

hypocrites seven times (verses 13, 14, 15, 23, 25, 27, 29). Second, He called them blind or blind guides 

four times (verses 16,19, 24,26). Third, He called them is fools two times (verses 17,19). And lastly, 

He called them serpents and generation of vipers in verse 33. 
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The Lord is not encouraging us to resort to name-calling in order to rebuke and mock at one another. 

He is the Lord who searches the heart. When He called them and labelled them with these names, these 

are exactly who they are. Only the Lord can do that. 

 

III. HIS PRONOUNCEMENT 

 

There are 8 woes in this passage alone. The word “woe” means more than grief or sorrow. It means 

“alas” revealing the impending judgment and wrath of God that is pouring out upon those who are 

guilty. 

 

A. First Woe (verse 13) 

 

Hypocrites are those who pretend to be what they are not. And here the scribes and the Pharisees 

as hypocrites, what did they do? They did not enter heaven themselves. For they rejected Christ. 

They would rather trust in their own self-righteousness. The self in them is greater than God. Not 

only they did not enter heaven, they blocked others from entering. They did so by misleading others, 

and stumbling them by stopping them from following Christ. 

 

B. Second Woe (verse 14) 

 

This second woe is against their greed and covetousness. They love money more than God. They 

even took advantage of the weak such as the widows. The widows depend on the religious leaders 

because of the stigma and shame they bore as widows. Yet they were taken advantage by the 

religious leaders themselves. That is why they will receive a greater damnation. They will not 

escape. The Lord will charge this to their account accordingly. 

 

C. Third Woe (verse 15) 

 

These religious leaders go through great length to make a Gentile to convert to Judaism. But instead 

of leading and guiding him to Christ, they taught him to reject Him. They make him to focus on 

the externals instead of the internals. 

 

D. Fourth Woe (verses 16-22) 

 

Each time they swear, they like to swear by the temple. They thought it is a great thing to swear 

by the temple to show their commitment and creditability. But the Lord says, it is nothing! What 

if they break their oath? Will anything happen to the temple? Nothing. Nothing will change. The 

Pharisees and the scribes did not mean their words at all and they were liars. That's why the Lord 

says that they are blind guides, fools and blind. 

 

E. Fifth Woe (verses 23-24) 

 

The tithe was to be corn, wine and oil. However, the scribes and the Pharisees expanded the list of 

tithes to include mint, anise and cumin as well. These are plants used for cooking and sometimes 

used a medicine as well. They took such great length to plan and research what is to be included 

or excluded in the list, but they had neglected the more important spiritual matters of the law, 

judgment, mercy and faith. Is counting the number of leaves and stalks of these plants more 

important than judgment, mercy and faith? Wrong focus is all it takes to cause a wreckage to our 

faith. 
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F. Sixth Woe (verses 25-26) 

 

It is the inside that ought to be clean first. Once the inside is clean, the outside will become clean 

as well. This is teaching the spiritual lesson. If we want to correct any wrong words and actions, it 

must be the heart that has to be corrected first. There is no point correcting the words and the 

actions without correcting the heart. Wrong words and wrong actions will bound to repeat again. 

But if the heart is corrected and cleansed, the chances of repeated offence become much lower. 

The scribes and the Pharisees focused on what people can see on their outside but had neglected 

the spiritual uncleanness and corruption that was found inside them. 

 

G. Seventh Woe (verses 27-28) 

 

Outward can be deceiving. What men see on the outside that is beautiful, they may not be able to 

see what is inside that is so ugly and corrupted. If we can see how we look like internally at the 

mirror, will we be shocked and scared of what we may see? The Lord likened the scribes and the 

Pharisees to be the tomb where on the surface, they all looked clean and good. But deep inside 

were all the bodies dead and decayed. That was indeed an apt description of their hypocrisy. 

 

H. Eighth Woe (verses 29-33) 

 

It might be a good thing that the scribes and the Pharisees remembered the prophets of old by 

giving them a clean tomb. But the more meaningful way to remember them goes beyond the 

physical tomb, it was their life, and ministry for God that ought to be remembered and followed 

faithfully. 

 

When the scribes and the Pharisees claimed that they will never be like the children of Israel how 

they had rejected God's prophets and their message, the Lord exposed them that they themselves 

were as bad as their fathers. For they were trying to destroy the Messiah. That was the worse 

transgression. In the end, did they not crucify Him? God's judgment will fall on them and they will 

not escape. 

 

IV. EVALUATION 

 

Beware of all the Lord’s pronouncement of the woes and condemnations that He put forth upon the 

scribes and the Pharisees. We must take heed. God has not changed in His wrath, neither His judgment 

against unbelief and all kinds of wickedness. Let us not come before God with unbelief and hypocrisy. 

Let us love Him and His Word by obeying Him faithfully from our heart and in our life. 

 

People around us need the Lord. Let us point them to the Saviour that they might find salvation in Him. 

Without the Lord, they will end up in hell and perish with their sins. We must be thankful that God 

has saved us by His grace and mercy. We must return the gospel debt by bearing a good testimony for 

Christ so that others may see Him by our words and works. May God help us. Amen. 

 


