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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON FIVE: HIS IDENTITY 

 

I. TEXT (I) 

 

Matthew 16:13-17,20, "13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art John 

the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But whom 

say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath 

not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. … 20 Then charged he his disciples that 

they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ." 

  

A. The First Question and Answer (verses 13-14) 

 

Confession reveals what you believe and stand for. Our confession of Christ will prove how much 

we know of His identity. This is what we are going to learn in this lesson. 

 

It began with the Lord asking His disciples in verse 13, "Whom do men say that I the Son of man 

am?" This question concerns the way how the world views His identity. It was by assumption that 

the disciples knew the answer. There were varieties of answers such as John the Baptist, Elijah, 

Jeremiah and other prophets. These were men’s confessions concerning the Lord’s identity. None 

of them recognize Him as the Messiah Himself. They failed to see who He really was. After asking 

that question, Jesus wanted the disciples to give their confession to His identity as well. 

 

B. The Second Question and Answer (verses 15-16) 

 

Peter being the most outspoken among all the disciples, answered the Lord’s question. “… Thou 

art the Christ, the Son of the living God" was his answer. Peter scored distinction for his answer. 

He was answering from his own conviction and heart. 

 

The title “Christ” is Messiah in Hebrew, meaning the Anointed One. The Lord Jesus Christ is the 

Anointed One, the Messiah whom God has promised and whom all the prophets of old including 

Elijah and Jeremiah who had foretold His coming. Even John the Baptist prepared the way for Him 

according to God's promise. Not only Peter confessed the Lord as Christ, to him He is also the Son 

of the living God. By this answer, he acknowledged His identity as God Himself. 

 

C. His Identity To Be Kept Secret (verses 17,20) 

 

The Lord Jesus said that Peter was able to make this remarkable confession was because God had 

revealed it to Him. God had opened his spiritual eyes to see who the Lord Jesus really is. Have our 

eyes also opened like Peter? This is a question which you and I have to answer personally. 

 

In verse 20, the Lord Jesus charged His disciples not to tell anyone that He was the Christ. The 

people were looking for a political Saviour and King. But they got the order wrong. That would 

happen at the Lord’s second coming, not His first coming. There was a great need to preach the 

gospel how they need a Saviour whom God has promised to deliver them from their sins. It was a 

spiritual problem that they must realize. This is what the Lord will do at His first coming. 
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If the disciples were to tell everyone that Jesus is the Christ. Based on their misunderstanding, they 

would take Him by force and make Him king straightaway. Hypothetically speaking, He would 

not be going to the cross if that happened. Not only that, by making known that Jesus is the Christ 

might make it worse. When the people made Jesus King, the Roman authority would take that as 

an act of treason and execute all of them including His disciples. But His time is not up yet. His 

identity must be kept secret. 

 

II. TEXT (II) 

 

Matthew 22:41-46, "41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 Saying, What 

think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David. 43 He saith unto them, How 

then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 44 The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 

hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? 45 If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? 46 And 

no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more 

questions." 

 

A. First Question and Answer (verses 41-42) 

 

There is no doubt that the Pharisees and the scribes knew God's promise concerning Christ. Christ 

means the Anointed One and in Hebrew it means the Messiah. Knowing is one thing. Believing is 

another. And having answered correctly, the Lord Jesus is about to expose their unbelief by what 

they mean in their answer. 

 

B. Second Question but No Answer (verses 43-46) 

 

The Lord then asked a follow up question. He quoted from Psalm 110:1 which was known to the 

Pharisees and the scribes. The “LORD” refers to God the Father, And “The LORD said unto My 

Lord,” and “my Lord” here refers to God the Son, and it is to Him, God the Father said to the God 

the Son, saying, Sit Thou on My right hand. So the Son of God, the second person of the Holy 

Trinity will sit down on God's right hand, and till God the Father make the enemies of God the Son 

His footstool, that He will trample upon them. 

 

They knew David was Israel's greatest king. God has promised He will send the Messiah and He 

is rightly the Son of David. By this, it basically means the Messiah will come through David’s 

lineage and family line. Why did the Pharisees and the scribes kept silent when the Lord asks them 

in verse 45, “If David then call Him Lord: how is He his son?” Was it because they did not know 

the answer? They refused to answer because they do not agree with the people who had 

acknowledged Jesus as the Son of David. From the mind and heart of the Pharisees and the scribes, 

they refused to accept that Jesus is the Christ. If they were to see with the eyes of faith all the works 

that the Lord Jesus Christ has done, they will be able to answer this question He gave them. They 

would be confessing Him to be 'the Son of God. He is the Son of the living God.' It was indeed 

ironical that these spiritual leaders who were supposed to be experts in the Bible, did not believe. 

They did not acknowledge Him as the Son of David even though many others had called Him by 

that term numerous times. With a heart of unbelief, they accused Him of using demonic power in 

all His miracles. And this was a very serious transgression. It was direct and a blatant denial that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

 

Dearly beloved, if Christ were to ask you the same question “What think ye of Christ?”, what will 

your answer be? Who is Christ to you?  What is His identity to you? May God help us. Amen. 


