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LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON FOUR: HIS PARABLES 
 

I. TEXT 

 

Matthew 13:10-17, 34-35, “10And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in 

parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom 

of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more 

abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to 

them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand. 14 And in 

them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and 

seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 

hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 

ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 16 But blessed 

are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and 

righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things 

which ye hear, and have not heard them.34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and 

without a parable spake he not unto them: 35That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the 

world.” 

 

II. WHY PARABLES? 

 

According to the free dictionary online, a parable is a simple story illustrating a moral or spiritual lesson. In 

addition, it is supposed to make the lesson easier to understand. However, Jesus’ parables seem to present the 

opposite. We are reminded by Apostle Paul that spiritual things “are spiritually discerned” (see 1 Corinthians 

2:14). I believe we have the same question as the disciples who asked the Lord, “Why speakest thou unto them 

in parables?” (verse 10). The Lord answered and gave them 5 reasons why He spoke in parables. 

 

A. To Divide (verse 11) 

 

It was a division between two groups of people. One group knows, and the other does not know because it 

was not given to them. It concerns the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. Mysteries refer to things which 

are hidden and not known; they have been kept secret. They were only be known and revealed to a special 

group of people. All the rest do not know and will never know until God gives them knowledge and 

understanding. We can safely conclude that it is a clear divide between believers and unbelievers. 

 

B. To Give or Take Away (verse 12) 

 

To those who go to Christ for understanding they will be given understanding. They will be able to learn 

and understand. But there are those who will not humble themselves to come to Christ. They may have 

heard the truth, but because they refuse to believe, what little they have been given will be taken away from 

them. The privilege of hearing God’s Word and His truth will not be given to them anymore. They were 

close to enter into the Kingdom of God, but because they did not enter in, they remain outside. And as long 

as they are outside, they do not belong to God. Only those who enter in by faith, they shall be given more 

understanding. 

 

C. To Conceal & Condemn (verses 13-15) 

 

There are consequences in whatever we do. The same goes for hearing God’s Word. Those who consistently 

and persistently harden their hearts against God and His Word will never come to know the truth. This is 

the work of the judicial hardening of God. Their unbelief is judged by God. And God ensured it to be in 

such a condemned state until the final judgment.  
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D. To Reveal & Bless (verse 16) 

 

To those who are drawn to Christ and expressed their dire need of Him and Him alone, they will be given 

His spiritual blessings. His guidance and presence will be theirs for life and they will never need to walk on 

this sin-filled earth alone. 

 

God’s truth will be revealed to all of His children and they will be able to look at everything from His 

perspective. It could only get better as one continues to walk close with God. It is better not in terms of 

circumstances but in terms of assurance. Though life can be tough and bitter for a Christian, he enjoys the 

peace and joy of salvation in Christ which money can never buy. This itself is a great spiritual blessing. 

 

E. To See & Hear (verse 17) 

 

Specifically, it was a comparison that the Lord made between the Old Testament saints and the New 

Testament believers. From the time of Adam to the generation before Christ, all the saints of Old desired 

the promise of God to be fulfilled in their time. They had the faith to believe as well as the strong desire to 

see the fulfillment of it. However, those who lived in the time of Christ and after, have the privilege to 

testify the fulfillment of God’s promise as far as the first coming of Christ is concerned. With the completion 

of Scripture, believers today have God’s revelation in their hand. Whatever God wants His people to know 

and understand are written and recorded in His Word. To be able to see and hear the truth of the Word of 

God is a great honour and gift bestowed to us by God. 

 

III. EVALUATION 

 

His parables are more than just earthly stories that seek to teach us His heavenly and spiritual truths. As 

Christians, we must be convicted that these parables are given for us to receive the knowledge of the kingdom 

of God. They contain great truth of what God wants us to learn to be built up in our faith. Let us take note of 

this whenever we study His parables in the four gospel accounts for our blessing and understanding. May God 

be pleased to open our eyes to see and our ears to hear His wonderful truth of life and peace that we can enjoy 

right now to the glory of His blessed name. May God help us. Amen. 

 


