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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON THREE: HIS SIGN 

 

I. TEXT 

 

Matthew 12:38-42, “38 Then certain of the scribes and of the Pharisees answered, saying, Master, we 

would see a sign from thee. 39 But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation 

seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 40 For as 

Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and 

three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, 

and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas 

is here. 42 The queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn 

it: for she came from the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold, a 

greater than Solomon is here.” 

 

II. A NEW SIGN DEMANDED 

 

The Pharisees had attributed the power behind Jesus' miracles to Satan. What they had done was a 

great sin against God. This is blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. Unless they repent and turn to Christ, 

they will never be saved. They cannot hide behind the knowledge of the law and think that through 

their strict observance of God’s laws will protect them and secure them a safe passage to heaven. 

 

From the same group of Pharisees, they demanded a sign from the Lord. They said to Him, “… Master, 

we would see a sign from thee.” They called Him with a great title, Master. Are they honouring Him? 

Far from it! What hypocrisy and great sarcasm! The Pharisees were the champions of such. No one 

can beat them. How times the Lord has exposed their wickedness, and yet they still call Him, Master? 

If they truly acknowledged Him as Master, why didn’t they accept His teaching and believe that He is 

the Son of David? 

 

Now they demanded a sign from Him. They did not specify what sign it would be. It could be calling 

down the angels from heaven. It could be sending thunder and lightning on a clear blue sky, or suddenly 

made the whole sky turned red. Whatever it is, it is assumed that they wanted something visible, a 

spectacular sign. 

 

Could this be a trap? If the Lord Jesus could not produce any sign that they asked, the people would 

lose confidence in Him. If there is something that He could not do, how can He be God? They wanted 

to discredit and destroy Him. Is the Lord now trapped by their demand? 

 

III. THE SIGN OF RESURRECTION 

 

The Lord in His infinite wisdom surely will not be trapped by these wicked Pharisees. He will not play 

into their tricks. Since they demanded a sign, the Lord will give it to them, though not what they 

expected. He gave them the sign of Jonah (verse 40).  

 

The sign of Jonah pointed to His resurrection. It was a resurrection that pertains to burial and it takes 

a period of 3 days and 3 nights. This sign of Jonah is given to this evil and adulterous generation. What 

impact will this sign bring to them? It can be a sign to bring salvation, only if they repent and believe 

in Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. But there is no salvation for them if they continue to reject Christ. 
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If they accepted Christ, they would have been forgiven of all their sins. But they continued to harden 

their hearts. That's why judgment will come and must come upon them. Since they asked for a sign, 

no sign of what they desired shall be given to them but a sign from God’s Word which shall come with 

judgment. 

 

IV. THE SIGN THAT CAME WITH JUDGMENT 

 

The Pharisees had the privilege of hearing the preaching by Christ and His wisdom compared to the 

Ninevites and the queen of Sheba. If the Ninevites repented at the preaching by Jonah and the queen 

of Sheba sought for Solomon’s wisdom, why didn’t the Pharisees accept the Lord Jesus Christ? Indeed 

the Lord Jesus is greater than Jonah and Solomon. 

 

There is nothing left for the Pharisees except judgment. There are many today who are like the 

Pharisees in the time of the Lord Jesus Christ. They had heard His gospel many times. And yet each 

time they rejected Him and the salvation He offered them. 

 

His sign pointed to the only salvation that the Lord Jesus Christ can give to all who come before Him 

humbly. It either saves or judges us. If we believe in Him, all our sins will be forgiven. But if we 

continue to reject Him, we shall be judged one day. And this judgment will be punishment in the lake 

of fire for eternity. 

 

Do not be like the Pharisees. Though they had God’s Word in their hands, they did not believe. Let us 

believe His Word and live according to His Word faithfully to the glory of His name. May God help 

us. Amen. 

 


