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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON TWO: HIS HONOUR & HIS KINGDOM STAND 

 

I. HIS HONOUR 

 

A. Texts 

 

1. John 4:43-45, “43 Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee. 44 For Jesus 

himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own country. 45 Then when he was come 

into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at 

the feast: for they also went unto the feast.” 

 

2. Luke 4:16-29, “16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom 

was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 17 And there was 

delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found 

the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 

me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 

bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 20 And he closed the book, and he gave 

it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were 

fastened on him. 21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your 

ears. 22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of 

his mouth. And they said, Is not this Joseph's son? 23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say 

unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum, 

do also here in thy country. 24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his 

own country. 25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when 

the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the 

land; 26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman 

that was a widow. 27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and 

none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 28 And all they in the synagogue, when 

they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, 

and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast him 

down headlong.” 

 

B. Introduction 

 

The Lord spent two days in Samaria. It was there He met with the Samaritan woman at the well. 

After He ministered to her and to the city of Samaria, He came to Galilee. There was a great harvest 

in Galilee. Most of the Lord’s ministry were done there. He was able to do many works there 

compared to other places, especially in Judaea. The response to His ministry was generally two: 

Rejection or acceptance. Rejection of the Lord implied giving no honour to Him. The opposite is 

true. Acceptance is giving honour to Him. There were those who accept Him and therefore, they 

gave Him the honour He deserved. 

 

C. His Rejection (John 4:43-44) 

What prompt the Lord to say, “… a prophet hath no honour in his own country” (verse 44)? The 

greater context can be seen in Luke 4:16-29. The backdrop of this verse occurred in the synagogue 

when the people were angry with the Lord’s message against them. 
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The Lord was no stranger to these people. He had spent His childhood days in Nazareth. It was the 

place where the people knew Him since He was a child. Though these people knew Him, He was 

not accepted by them for He is. For they did not believe that He is the Messiah. They could not 

accept His message to them. They filled their heart with unbelief. It was the sin of unbelief that 

harden the heart. Because of their unbelief, they even wanted to kill Him. They dishonoured Him 

when they should have honoured Him because He is the Son of the living God. 

 

D. His Acceptance (John 4:45) 

 

Though rejected in Nazareth, the Lord received a complete and total reception in Galilee. The 

Galileans received Him. They accepted Him. And there was a reason why they did so. It was 

because they had “… seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem” (verse 45). This confirms John 

2:23 which reads, “Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many believed 

in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did.” 

 

Not all who had seen the miracles believed the Lord, though many did. The Galileans were some 

of them. They believed what He has done in Jerusalem. And therefore, the Lord was honoured by 

their great acceptance of Him when He came to Galilee. 

 

E. Evaluation 

 

Salvation came to us, not because we deserved it. It was all by the mercy and grace of God. We 

may not have witnessed any visible miracle in our life. But God has revealed Himself to us through 

His precious Word. With the Holy Spirit’s illumination, we know Him and understand His plan of 

salvation for us. We deserved to die in our sins, yet we are saved and forgiven of all our sins. How 

can we not honour Him? We honour Him by believing all that He has done for us to secure our 

salvation. We honour him by obeying Him, and bear a godly witness for Him. 

 

II. HIS KINGDOM STANDS! 

 

A. Text 

 

Matthew 12:22-30, “22 Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and dumb: 

and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb both spake and saw. 23 And all the people 

were amazed, and said, Is not this the son of David? 24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, 

This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 25 And Jesus knew 

their thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation; 

and every city or house divided against itself shall not stand: 26 And if Satan cast out Satan, he is 

divided against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27 And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, 

by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But if I cast out 

devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 29 Or else how can one 

enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then 

he will spoil his house. 30 He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me 

scattereth abroad.” 

 

B. Two Different Responses (verses 22 to 24) 

 

A blind and deaf man possessed by the devil was brought to the Lord Jesus and he was healed 

instantly. Not only he was able to see and speak again, the demon that had been possessing him 

left him. It was a miracle. We see two different responses to the Lord’s works and words. 
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There were those who believe and those who do not believe. We read in verse 23, “And all the 

people were amazed and said, Is not this the son of David?” These people did not include the 

Pharisees. Though they were the common people, they were knowledgeable enough to link the 

Lord Jesus to the son of David. They knew God’s Word and believed God’s promise that out of 

David would come a King who is the Saviour. By seeing the works He has done and the words 

which He has taught, they linked it immediately to the Lord Jesus. 

 

However, there is a different response from another group. We read in verse 24, “But when the 

Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of 

the devils.” It was the same miracle. yet two different responses. The Pharisees were almost always 

set themselves against the Lord Jesus Christ. They will not believe no matter what He said or did, 

even if it is a miracle. 

 

The Pharisees were teachers of God’s law and functioned like religious policemen. It was believed 

that they sometimes cast out demons. Perhaps they could have tried to cast the demon out of this 

dumb and blind man but failed. As a result, they were jealous of the Lord. Instead of agreeing with 

the people as they linked Him to the son of David, they said something wicked against Him. 

 

C. Two Different Powers (verses 25 to 29) 

 

The Pharisees who were present spoke up as they would not allow the people to speak well of the 

Lord. Moreover, their words carried a greater weight than the people. They must have thought how 

clever their evaluation of the miracle was. The Lord Jesus knew the Pharisees’ wicked thoughts. 

And He used a simple logic that even a child can understand in order to explain how His work in 

this miracle cannot be done by the devil’s power. 

 

It was clear to all that His messages and miracles were not building Satan’s kingdom at all. In fact, 

He was building God’s kingdom and destroying Satan’s kingdom. He came to save man from the 

power of sin and the devil. If He is helping the devil, He would have stopped the people since they 

linked Him to the son of David. 

 

With no evidence and basis, the Pharisees accused the Lord Jesus for using demonic powers to cast 

out demons. How about their own disciples? Note that the Lord Jesus did not cite the Pharisees as 

the ones who cast out demons, but their disciples whom they had taught. If they can approve what 

their own disciples had done, why is it that they disapprove of Christ for what He has done? It was 

quite obvious that they were biased against Him. There was no just cause for their argument at all. 

It does not make sense at all how the Lord would use demonic power to destroy Satan’s kingdom. 

 

The Lord was building God’s kingdom. And God’s kingdom will surely stand because absolutely 

no one, not even the devil can destroy it. Satan is described here as a strong man. But Christ is 

stronger, because He is the Son of God. And therefore, His kingdom stands and will always stand. 

 

D. Evaluation 

 

No one can sit on the fence. We must decide which side we ought to be. The Lord’s side or 

otherwise? Some people think that by not following Satan as well as Christ, they are safe. This is 

only their wishful thinking. As long as you are not standing with Christ, you are already standing 

with Satan and against God. 

 

The devil is happy as long as you do not stand with Christ. But such a position is doom for 

destruction. Make your safe choice to stand with Christ today. His kingdom stand! Let us not be 

found standing against Christ but with Him and for Him, doing His will out of love and obedience. 

May God help us. Amen. 


