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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (II) 

 

LESSON ELEVEN: HIS ASCENSION 

 

I. TEXT 

 

Acts 1:1-11, "1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and 

teach, 2 Until the day in which He was taken up, after that He through the Holy Ghost had given 

commandments unto the apostles whom He had chosen: 3 To whom also He shewed Himself alive 

after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that 

they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have 

heard of Me. 5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not 

many days hence. 6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt 

thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And He said unto them, It is not for you to know 

the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power. 8 But ye shall receive power, 

after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when He had spoken these 

things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received Him out of their sight. 10 And while 

they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 
11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 

taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven." 

 

II. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Lord is about to leave the disciples for the second time. Remember the first time? The Lord left 

them to go to Jerusalem and be crucified on the cross to save man from his sins. After His death and 

before His resurrection, the disciples were completely lost and devastated. They could not understand 

what was happening until they saw the resurrected Lord with their own eyes. The Lord spent 40 days 

with them before He finally leave them for the second time. 

 

The resurrected Lord has spent His last 40 days of ministry and life with the disciples. He wanted to 

prepare, and commission them for the great work ahead whereby the power of the Holy Spirit will be 

made manifest. This is crucial because the church would be born and the way the church grows will 

be by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

III. HIS FINAL MINISTRY ON EARTH (verses 1-5) 

 

A. No Retirement in the Lord’s Service (verses 1-2a) 

 

We follow this infallible pattern from our Lord. He serves and ministers until He was taken up. 

For God's people, in terms of service and ministry, retirement is up. It is evil of them to stop serving 

Him and would rather do nothing. Serving God is a privilege and honour. 

 

It is definitely not because one has nothing better to do, then come and serve the Lord. Such an 

attitude must never be part of us. We ought to be constrained by the love of Christ in our service 

for Him. We must always be available, and giving of ourselves for His service at all the time. We 

serve Him until He calls us home. 
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The Lord was faithful until the very end in His ministry. What He began to do and teach, He did 

them faithfully until the end. He serves till He was taken up. This refers to His ascension. 

 

B. Transition from God the Son to God the Holy Spirit (verses 2b-5) 

 

1. The prominence of the Holy Spirit is now given the central focus in the New Testament period 

even until now. This is an important transition. We see the works of each person of the Godhead 

in their prominence at different times since the beginning. In the Old Testament period we see 

the prominence of God the Father at works. And until the gospel times, we see the prominence 

of God the Son at works. And after His ascension, we see the prominence of God the Holy 

Spirit at works. 

 

2. The Apostles were taught the commandments by the Lord through the Holy Spirit. They were 

empowered because of the ministry they have been called to do: Teaching, preaching and 

writing. Every disciple of the Lord is an apostle, but not every one of them are called to be 

Apostles. They are the Apostles prefixed with the capital letter A. They were specially chosen. 

 

3. Baptism with Holy Ghost is not the same as water baptism. Water baptism is an external sign 

of an inward faith. The baptism with the Holy Spirit means that the power of the Holy Spirit 

will come upon them to do signs and wonders for a season of time for a special purpose or 

mission. And therefore the moment they passed away, these signs and wonders that 

accompanied them also passed away with them. This power is unique for the Apostles only. 

 

IV. HIS FINAL DAYS ON EARTH (verses 6-11) 

 

A. When is Restoration of Israel? (verses 6-7) 

 

The disciples assumed that the Lord is going to stay with them and establish an earthly kingdom. 

They had been looking forward to it. They were not wrong to expect this. What they had gotten 

wrong is the timing of the restoration. Yes, Israel will be restored, but not now. No one knows 

when it will happen as the Lord has said. As such, they need not have to waste their time speculating 

and guessing when Israel will be restored again. God will take care of that. He will do His part. He 

will keep His promise. There are important works to do.  

 

B. The Great Commission (verse 8) 

 

We are to be witnesses for the Lord after the ascension of Christ. For the Apostles, they received 

divine power of the Holy Spirit to do signs and wonders to authenticate their message that they 

were to preach, teach and write Scriptures. For you and me as His witnesses, we are called to do 

to bring the message of salvation sealed in the 66 inspired and preserved books of the Bible. We 

are to go wherever God has placed us to be His witnesses. 

 

C. Prepare for His Coming (verses 9-11) 

 

The Lord will return in like manner as He ascended on the mount of Olives. How are we to prepare 

for His coming? Certainly we are not to gaze at the sky and expect His return. There are many 

works for us to do. We are to be His faithful witnesses in all our responsibilities and roles given 

us. In order to be faithful, we are to watch and pray. We are to be diligent in studying the Bible 

and serving the Lord faithfully until His return. 

 

Will He find us faithful when He comes? May God help us. Amen. 


