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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON NINE: HIS REJECTION 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

No one in his sound mind likes to be rejected. Rejection means the refusal to accept, approve or agree 

with one’s self or idea. By and large, we desire acceptance rather than rejection. As much as possible, 

we will try to avoid rejection. However, the world is against God and Christ. As such, we Christians 

must be prepared to face rejection. 

 

The Lord Jesus was sent by God with the mission to save sinners from their sins. He desired them to 

be saved and not die in their sins. It was a good thing He was doing for their sake. Yet He was rejected 

by them. How was the Lord rejected? There are 2 passages which record the Lord’s rejection. May we 

be encouraged whenever we face rejection because of our faith for Jesus’ sake. 

 

II. THE TEXT (I) 

 

Matthew 8:28-34, “28 And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, 

there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man 

might pass by that way. 29 And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, 

thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time? 30 And there was a good way off 

from them an herd of many swine feeding. 31 So the devils besought him, saying, If thou cast us out, 

suffer us to go away into the herd of swine. 32 And he said unto them, Go. And when they were come 

out, they went into the herd of swine: and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep 

place into the sea, and perished in the waters. 33 And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into 

the city, and told every thing, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils. 34 And, behold, the 

whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they besought him that he would depart 

out of their coasts.” 

 

A. Rejection By Fallen Angels (verses 28-32) 

 

Demon possession is real and true because the Bible has recorded them to be so. It is more than 

influence of the mind and heart. It is demonic control over the physical body by the demons. This 

demonstrated the power of darkness that can be found in this sin-sick world. 

 

We must not underestimate the power exercised by Satan and his demons. And they can resort to 

violence, and destruction as seen here in this text. When they saw Jesus, they said to Him, “What 

have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God?” (see verse 29). They knew the second person of 

the Holy Trinity. They did not deny Him. They called Him, “Jesus, thou Son of God.” In theology, 

they received full marks! But it was no use. It was because they had rejected Him. They had already 

made their permanent choice to reject Him. They continue to do so even today, and in the future. 

 

Their spiritual state of condemnation is confirmed and fixed. These demons knew they will have 

to answer for what they have done. They knew they will be destroyed and be thrown in the lake of 

fire to be tormented forever. Their rejection of Jesus Christ was perpetual. That means they will 

definitely be judged. It is only a matter of time. That is why the demons said in his next question, 

“… Art thou come hither to torment us before the time?” Another full mark for their theology. They 

knew judgment is coming. It is only a matter of time. 
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The next thing that happened to them is rather shocking. The demons made a request to the Lord 

to possess the pigs nearby. They had been possessing these two men and now they requested to 

possess the pigs. The purpose and intent of the request by the demons to possess the pigs remains 

a mystery. We do not know exactly the reason why they want to do that. It could be possible that 

the demons also wanted the people of the city to reject Jesus. By possessing the pigs, they wanted 

to do more destruction and create huge losses to the people. And the people will surely blame Jesus 

for it. This could be the reason. 

 

If this is true, why did the Lord agree to their request? On one hand, it proved His power over the 

demons. On the other hand, this will expose the wickedness of the heart of the people. They too, 

like the demons, will also reject Him as we see in the next point. 

 

B. Rejection By Sinful Men (verses 33-34)  

 

The attention was shifted from the demons to the men of the city. These pigs before they drowned 

were taken care by some people from the city. Who are these people in the city? Are they Jews or 

Gentiles? But we know that pigs are unclean animals. According to Leviticus 11:7, the Jews were 

forbidden to eat unclean animals such as pigs. Since they were unclean, why would the Jews want 

to keep them? If they were indeed Jews, then it could mean that they did not keep God’s laws. They 

probably were the ones who consumed the unclean animals or partakers of selling the unclean 

animals to non-Jews. They might even have a part in offering these unclean animals as sacrifices. 

Even if these city people were Gentiles, the response of the people reveals their wickedness. 

 

Those swine keepers ran away and told the whole city what happened. And the whole city came to 

know of 2 things concerning the incident. This information was made comparing with other parallel 

passages in Mark 5 and Luke 8. Firstly, the two demon possessed men were healed. They were no 

longer possessed by the demons. Secondly, the pigs were demon possessed and in the end, they 

were drown. This could probably be an indication of loss in the economic sense. And based on 

these two things, their response was they chose to reject Christ. Why? 

 

Should they not be happy that the possessed men were now healed? Instead, they feared greatly. 

And this great fear did not drive them nearer to God. Instead it drives them away from God. Such 

a fear is not good. This is because the right fear for God will keep us from sin and want to be holy 

even as God is holy. If fear drives us from God, it means we prefer to keep sin and do not want to 

repent. As such, with this great fear, the men of the city rejected Jesus and they wanted Him to go 

away. 

 

As for the pigs that perished, it could mean a great loss to those who owned them. Will there be 

more of such loss if Jesus continues to be with them? They loved the things of this world more 

than they love God. They would rather remain unclean with all the unclean animals than to lose all 

these unclean things to be clean. There is no place for God in their heart. This could be the reason 

why they want Jesus to go away from them. They rejected Him because they could not see Him 

occupying a place in their heart. 

 

C. Evaluation 

 

We were not told how Jesus felt when He was rejected by them. But we know as much as we 

ourselves faced rejection, we will feel hurt, humiliated, discouraged and sad. It could have grieved 

the heart of Jesus when sinful men reject Him as Lord and Saviour, and for that they will perish in 

the lake of fire forever. His heart is for them to repent and be saved. What about us? Have we also 

rejected Him because we love the world more than Him? 
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III. THE TEXT (II) 

 

Matthew 11:16-19, “16 But whereunto shall I liken this generation? It is like unto children sitting in the 

markets, and calling unto their fellows, 17 And saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; 

we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented. 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, 

and they say, He hath a devil. 19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man 

gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her 

children.” 

 

A. Rejection By Indifferent Response (verses 16-17) 

 

We have a glimpse of what children in those days would do when they play together. They are not 

like today’s children, with so many gadgets, toys, and playgrounds of the sea-saw, swing, slides to 

keep them occupied. From these verses, we can actually imagine that children in those days like 

role play. They imitate main roles of either found in a wedding which is a happy occasion or a 

funeral which is a sad occasion. 

 

There could be other types but wedding and funeral were likely to be the most common ones. And 

Lord Jesus used that to teach His lesson. As the children had seen in what the adults had done in a 

wedding, one will play as a bride and another a bridegroom, and the rest will be surrounding the 

“couple” dancing and making music together. However, Jesus drew also a negative scene that 

shows that some children are invited to join but refused. This is something that stands out. For no 

child will ever reject such a joyous play. And Jesus said, “We have piped unto you, and ye have 

not danced.” Everyone is happy to join but you just walk away. What a rejection! 

 

Besides the wedding is the funeral. At funeral, everyone would be mourning. And so the children 

would pretend to be very sad and surround the child who pretend to be dead lying on the ground. 

The rest of the children will join in to cry loudly. But there were some who refused to cry, as Jesus 

purposely said. They just walk away. Again, what a rejection! 

 

All the hearers can identify with what the Lord Jesus has said in these 2 analogy of the wedding 

and the funeral. It was such a natural thing to join together whether to dance or to mourn together 

with the rest. Unless you reject it. A indifferent response is all it takes to reject the Lord. Are we 

guilty? 

 

B. Rejection By Negative Response (verses 18-19) 

 

John’s life was characterised by the strictest way of life. His life consisted of no wine and bread. 

He ate only locusts and drank only wild honey. He abstained himself from food that the common 

people would eat. And so John came neither eating nor drinking, living the strictest way of life 

possible, and they say, He hath a devil. 

 

They say that only because they had rejected him. Then Jesus used Himself in verse 19, “The Son 

of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a 

friend of publicans and sinners.” He was often found with publicans and sinners, and He had 

already explained that it was the sick who need the doctor. These publicans and sinners need the 

Lord and Saviour to save them from their sins. That was the mission in which Christ was sent to 

do. 

 

Jesus was often found to be with sinners. The Lord seized every opportunity to reach out to them. 

From God’s perspective, Jesus was doing the work of evangelism. But from the people who 

rejected Him, they only saw that He was greedy for food and wine, and enjoying Himself. What a 

negative response from their rejection of Him! 
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C. Evaluation 

 

The Lord ends with something very profound at the last part of verse 19, saying “… But wisdom 

is justified of her children.” It reads like one of Solomon’s proverbs. What does it mean? It means 

that those who are truly wise will live wisely. All that they say and do will be wise. And the opposite 

is true. Those who are unwise and are foolish. All that they say and do will also be unwise and 

foolish. 

 

The natural thing to do is to receive Christ. He came with an important message of hope for the 

hopeless. Why would anyone reject His message? When God works, the devil also works. And in 

these last days, the devil continues to undermine God’s word and attack the faith of God’s children. 

The world will continue to reject Christ and will abound in all kinds of wickedness and sins. Will 

we also reject Him? 

 

The world has enough of those who keep rejecting Christ. Let us not add to the list. In fact, not 

only we should keep trusting and obeying Christ, we must be examples for others to also do the 

same thing. Not the opposite way. Not the way of rejection. May the Lord be gracious and merciful 

to keep us true and faithful unto Him to the very end. Amen. 


