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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON EIGHT: HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE CENTURION 

 

I. THE TEXT 

 

Matthew 8:5-13, “5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, 

beseeching him, 6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. 
7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am 

not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be 

healed. 9 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he 

goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. 10 When Jesus 

heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great 

faith, no, not in Israel. 11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall 

sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the children of the 

kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 13 And 

Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his 

servant was healed in the selfsame hour.” 

 

II. HIS TRUTH: GREAT FAITH! 

 

Faith is not about the quantity or amount. It is the quality of faith. It is whether faith is strong or weak. 

A strong faith is a great faith. While the opposite is true, those who have little faith, doubt and give up 

easily. As children of God, we need a faith that is strengthened. Though we thank God that we at least 

have faith, for without faith, we are completely lost and unable to please God at all. In Jesus’ encounter 

with the centurion reveals to us the great truth of a great faith. May God help us understand and apply 

the great truth. 

 

A. Faith Seeks (verses 5-6) 

 

A centurion is a Roman officer that has the charge of a hundred soldiers in his command. 

Centurions are placed by the Roman rule over the conquered territory to keep order and control. 

And they were given power over the common people and even the power to kill when need be. 

 

This certain centurion must have heard much about the Lord Jesus concerning His teachings, His 

miracles, His power to heal. And since he was told that Jesus has arrived in Capernaum which was 

the northern part of the Sea of Galilee, he sent his servant to Jesus with a plea message. 

 

The centurion addressed Jesus as “Lord, my master.” For a Roman officer who was trained to 

acknowledge that there was only one lord and that is the Roman emperor, this address was certainly 

remarkable. The centurion himself is also the lord of many servants. And yet, with servants under 

his beck and call, this centurion is willing to see himself as a servant as well by calling Jesus, Lord. 

All because he has a faith that seeks. 

 

B. Faith Believes (verses 7-9) 

 

And the Lord’s response to the centurion’s faith that seeks was an immediate acceptance of his 

invitation to go and heal his servant. He went not because he is a Roman officer. To defy him is to 

defy the Roman Emperor and that would be rebellion and is tantamount to death. No Jew would 

reject and refuse to submit simply they have no choice. 
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But for the Lord Jesus, it was not because the request came from an authoritative man but because 

of his faith that seeks after Him diligently in the spirit of humility. And therefore the Lord Jesus 

was most willing to come at his personal request. 

 

The centurion’s seeking faith is also a believing faith. When the Lord accepted his invitation and 

was about to make His way, he was stopped by the centurion’s servant with another message. And 

this message revealed the believing faith of the centurion. The centurion saw the worthiness of the 

Lord and his own unworthiness. And he acknowledged His divine power, saying “… but speak the 

word only, and my servant shall be healed.’ His faith led him to believe in the power of God’s 

Word. He acknowledged Jesus as lord and therefore whatever He says, and He only has to speak 

it, the centurion will make sure he obeys His command. 

 

C. Faith Rewarded (verses 10-13) 

 

The Lord commended the centurion as a man of great faith. And this was the assessment from the 

mouth of the Lord who sees through hearts, minds, and every intentions and motives. What great 

faith! 

 

The centurion was a Gentile, an unclean man as regarded by the Jews. And yet Jesus’ words of 

commendation goes beyond what man sees. The Lord wants all men to know that great faith is 

important. It goes beyond the externals. An unclean man such as the centurion who is a Gentile can 

also be seen as clean in God’s sight when he believed in Jesus Christ by faith. 

 

This account of the centurion’s great faith is a great lesson to the Jews how they must understand 

that it is not the external that saved them. It is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. The centurion has 

faith. And that’s what saved him. The Jews must not think that they will be in heaven because they 

are Jews. Even those who are Gentiles will be in heaven all because of their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Those who have no faith shall be cast out into outer darkness, regardless whether they are Jews or 

not. 

 

Great faith in the Saviour is what we need. Faith is as thou hast believed. Do you believe? It pleased 

the Lord to bless and reward one with such a great faith. Surely this is what God wants for all His 

children. Great faith is to believe simply who He really is and be convicted by it. That’s lesson of 

great faith we learn from the Lord Jesus Christ! Let us pray for it. May God help us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


