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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON SEVEN: HIS ENCOUNTER WITH THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 

 

I. THE TEXT 

 

John 4:1-26, “1 When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and 

baptized more disciples than John, 2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 3 He left 

Judaea, and departed again into Galilee. 4 And he must needs go through Samaria. 5 Then cometh he 

to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son 

Joseph. 6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the 

well: and it was about the sixth hour. 7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith 

unto her, Give me to drink. 8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.) 9 Then saith 

the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a 

woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 10 Jesus answered and said 

unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou 

wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. 11 The woman saith unto him, 

Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living 

water? 12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, 

and his children, and his cattle? 13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water 

shall thirst again: 14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 

water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 15 The 

woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw. 16 Jesus 

saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17 The woman answered and said, I have no 

husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast well said, I have no husband: 18 For thou hast had five 

husbands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 19 The woman saith 

unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye 

say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe 

me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the 

Father. 22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 

truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in truth. 25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is 

called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee 

am he.” 

 

II. GOING THROUGH SAMARIA ON PURPOSE (verses 1 to 4) 

 

There are two reasons why the Lord left Judaea. 

 

A. For John’s sake (verses 1-3) 

 

The Pharisees were comparing the ministry between John and Jesus. And the standard in which 

they used was based on numbers. To them, it was a number game. The more followers one has is 

a better and more popular teacher. For in a short time, the Lord has “made and baptized more 

disciples than John.” As such, by such comparison, they concluded that Jesus’ ministry is more 

“successful” than John’s. 
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The Pharisees, being the teachers of the law, failed to recognize that their ministry is unique to their 

calling. For John, his mission is to prepare the way of the Lord. For Jesus, His mission is to save 

that which was lost. They were not competing with each other at all. What is there to compare 

between John and Jesus? Yet when the Lord knew there was such a comparison going on made by 

the Pharisees, He decided to leave Judea. 

 

It was highly possible that with such continual comparison, this could hurt and undermine John’s 

ministry. The second reason why the Lord left Judea was for John’s sake. The time will come when 

John’s ministry will fulfill its purpose and be completed. But not now, and the Lord deemed fit to 

leave Judea for John’s sake. However, He will be back, as He is called to reach out to the house of 

Israel and also at the end of His ministry, He will be crucified in Jerusalem. 

 

B. For Samaria’s sake (verse 4) 

 

The second reason why the Lord left Judaea was that “… he must needs go through Samaria.” No 

Jew will go through Samaria in their travelling from the north to the south or vice versa. The Jews’ 

hatred for the Samaritans was ingrained in their blood. No matter how urgent they are to go from 

one place to the other, they will always make a deliberate detour in order to bypass Samaria. 

 

Therefore, it means that to go through Samaria was already part of the Lord’s mission which has 

been planned. It was not a last-minute decision. It was also not due to circumstantial reason. No, it 

was for Samaria’s sake that the Lord left Judea. The Lord went through Samaria on purpose. 

 

And there in Samaria, the Lord met with the Samaritan woman at the well. The Lord’s encounter 

with her presented 2 great truths: 1) The Living Water (verses 5-15), and 2) True Worship (verses 

16-26). 

 

III. HIS TRUTH (1): THE LIVING WATER (verses 5 to 15) 

 

A. The Request 

 

The Lord was at the Jacob’s well. Being fully man, He was exhausted by the long journey after 

leaving Jerusalem. He was so tired that He sat at the well. And the time was around 12 noon based 

on the Jewish clock. And it was believed to be the hottest hour of the day. It was then a woman 

from Samaria came to draw water from the well. The Lord, being tired and thirsty, requested water 

from the woman. Such a request shocked the woman. 

 

The great divide between the Jews and Samaritans was present. Notice how the woman phrased it, 

“… for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.” It was not phrased the other way. The 

Samaritans would not have any issue with the Jews under normal circumstances. But not for the 

Jews. They were the ones who chose to bear hatred and grudges against the Samaritans. They 

despised and hated them to the core for their intermarriage with the Gentiles, regarding them as 

unclean before God and betrayal of the Jewish faith. 

 

Did not the Lord know of the great divide? Of course! He made the request anyway because He 

has at least 2 wonderful truths to share with this Samaritan woman. His action of what a normal 

Jew will not do open up the way for the woman to learn of the great truth. 
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B. The Gift of God 

 

The Samaritans, though half Jews and half Gentiles, believed in the God of Israel. They were part 

of the covenant which God has given to Israel. However, the Scripture they had and believed was 

only the Pentateuch. They rejected the rest of the Old Testament Scriptures. Since they were unable 

to worship God in Jerusalem for the Jews would not allow them, they came up with an alternative 

worship in Mount Gerizim. 

 

Even then, the Samaritans had enough of Scripture to look forward to God’s promise of the Prophet 

(see Deuteronomy 18:15) as taught in the law of Moses. This Prophet is the Messiah. And the Lord 

purposely said something which she ought to have known in their Scripture, saying, “If thou 

knewest the gift of God …” This gift of God is none other than the Lord Himself. He is the Prophet. 

He is the Messiah. But she did not recognize Him. 

 

C. From Physical Thirst to Spiritual Thirst 

 

The Lord was talking about spiritual water that will quench one’s spiritual thirst. But the woman 

was thinking of physical water that quenches the physical thirst. She must have felt tired and 

cumbersome having to draw from the well frequently. If only she had water that quenched her 

physical thirst once and for all, then she need not come to the well anymore. 

 

Such was her mindset. But the Lord was patient enough to lead her step by step to the truth that He 

was the living water. The Lord was directing her to turn from her physical thirst to spiritual thirst. 

But before her eyes were opened to see that He is the Christ, the Lord taught her another truth, and 

that is “True Worship.” 

 

IV. HIS TRUTH (2): TRUE WORSHIP (verses 16 to 26) 

 

A. Sins Exposed 

 

While the Samaritan woman was unable to recognize it was the Messiah who was speaking with 

her, He was patient to teach her another truth. But this time, He had to expose her sins by asking 

her to call her husband to come. The Lord being God, knew her through and through. There was 

nothing hidden from Him. As such, He was able to tell her that she had five husbands before and 

the current one whom she is living with is not her legal husband. That exposed her illicit 

relationship with a man who is not her husband. There was no denial of what the Lord has declared 

of her. Instead, she immediately acknowledged that he must be a prophet. 

 

What was the link between her own sins and her question on the location of worship? It was likely 

that she was bearing a seared conscience within her because of her sins, and at the same time, 

desired to worship God in spirit and in truth. However, her mind was also confused with having 2 

locations for worship because of the bitterness between the Jews and Samaritans. It was likely she 

wanted to make right once and for all the doubt in her heart so that she will be able to seek 

forgiveness from God for her sins. 

 

B. “Salvation is of the Jews” 

 

This statement meant that the Jews were taught the right approach to God, including the location 

of worship. It was the Lord’s command and instruction. The worship of God must be accordance 

to what the Jews had been taught to be done in spirit, in truth and also by the prescribed location 

which is Jerusalem where the temple of God was located. However, after Christ has come, the true 

worship of God to be done in spirit and in truth continue to abide while the location will no longer 

be required in Jerusalem. 
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C. Truth Revealed 

 

The crux of this whole encounter centred upon the Messiah, the Christ. Now the woman was 

convinced that both Jews and Samaritans were given the same promise by their covenantal God, 

and that is salvation through the Messiah. Thus, when the Lord told the Samaritan woman directly 

and plainly that He is the One (see verse 26). Without a doubt, she believed He is the gift of God, 

the Living Water, and the Christ. Her confession was recorded in verse 29 when she went to tell 

the rest of the Samaritans about Christ, “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: 

is not this the Christ?” 


