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  TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON FIVE: HIS ZEAL 

 

I. THE TEXT 

 

John 2:13-22, “13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 14 And found 

in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting: 15 And 

when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and 

the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; 16 And said unto them that 

sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his 

disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up. 18 Then answered 

the Jews and said unto him, What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? 
19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. 20 Then 

said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 
21 But he spake of the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus 

had said.” 

 

II. INTRODUCTION (verses 13-14a) 

 

The Lord Jesus left Cana after the wedding where we have the first recorded miracle which He did by 

turning water into wine. He left and came to Capernaum and stayed there before He left for Jerusalem 

because of the Passover feast according to verse 13. And straightaway after arriving in Jerusalem, He 

wasted no time and in verse 14, we were told He was found in the temple. The Lord really loves to be 

in the house of God. Although it is just a building with pillars and nice structure, to the Lord this is 

where God is to be worshipped and His people will come and approach Him in the spirit of worship. 

It was here in the temple of God that His zeal was revealed and fulfilled the Scriptures. 

 

III. THE LORD’S HOUSE ABUSED (verses 14b) 

 

But the house of God was abused and desecrated when the Lord Jesus arrived there. What did He see? 

He found in the temple those “… that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money 

sitting.” The oxen, sheep and doves were clean animals approved according to the Levitical laws for 

sacrifice to God. 

 

What was wrong with selling oxen, sheep, and doves? The problem was all these live animals ought 

to be sold outside of the temple, instead of inside. The temple became like a marketplace. That was the 

reason why the Lord was angry. What about the money changers? Similarly, these money changers 

ought to ply their trade outside the temple and not found inside. 

 

Why are there money changers in the first place? Israel was under the occupation of the Romans. As 

such, the legal and common currency was Roman coins with Caesar’s image. But the temple belonged 

to the Jews. And the Jews counted the Roman as unclean and that included their money. The Roman 

coins with Caesar’s image were not accepted in the temple. Only the Jews’ shekels were accepted. 

Therefore, these money changers were there for the purpose to sell shekels to those who need them to 

give their tithes and offerings, including temple tax. 
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IV. THE LORD’S WRATH KINDLED (verses 15-16) 

 

In short, the presence of the animals and the moneychangers had turned the temple into a marketplace. 

The Lord’s wrath was kindled when He saw such a scene in the temple. What did the Lord do in 

expression of His anger? It was recorded in verse 15 that “… he had made a scourge of small cords, 

he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, 

and overthrew the tables.” The Lord made a small whip. The purpose is not to hurt but to direct the 

moneychangers and also the animals out of the temple. No man or animals were injured as a result of 

what the Lord has done. 

 

His intention was made clear to them according to verse 16, “And said unto them that sold doves, Take 

these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.” God’s house is a house of 

prayer but the people had turned it into a den of thieves. God’s house is a sacred place where reverence 

and sanctity must be observed. 

 

The Lord has not become crazy in His actions. That was His zeal. His heart was on holy fire when He 

saw the temple in such worldliness liken to a marketplace, even the den of thieves. He saw through the 

covetousness of men’s hearts and how people are extorting money from one another. And they did all 

these evil right inside the house of God. His zeal compelled Him to chase all of them out of God’s 

house. 

 

V. THE LORD’S ZEAL FULFILLED THE SCRIPTURES (verses 17-22) 

 

The anger behind the Lord was His consuming zeal. His zeal fulfilled the scriptures (Psalm 69:9) and 

demonstrated that He was the Messiah. The Son of God was zealous for God’s house and He reacted 

in anger at such corruption within the temple. 

 

What the Lord Jesus had done in His zeal was not ignored but questioned by this group of people called 

“the Jews.” These were not the common Jewish folks. They were believed to be the chief priests and 

the religious leaders. They questioned His authority. They knew He was claiming to be the Son of God, 

therefore they wanted proof to show that His claim was true. They wanted to see some spectacular 

sign. The Lord Jesus gave them only one sign and that sign was by His death and resurrection. By such 

an answer, those who heard could not understand. Not even His own disciples. They understood this 

truth only much later when the Lord rose from the dead. And they believed. 


