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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON FOUR: HIS BAPTISM & HIS TEMPTATIONS 

 

I. HIS BAPTISM (Matthew 3:13-17) 

 

Matthew 3:13-17, "13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 
14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15 And 

Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. 

Then he suffered him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, 

lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting 

upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." 

 

A. Jesus Came To Be Baptised (verses 13 to 14) 

 

John the Baptist recognized his own position in comparison to Christ’s position. He is the 

forerunner for Him, the Messiah. A forerunner is to prepare the way for the Lord. But because Jesus 

is greater and higher, John recognized that he ought to be baptized by Him instead of the other way. 

 

B. Jesus Came to Fulfill All Righteousness (verse 15) 

 

Jesus came to be baptized in order to fulfil all righteousness. What does it mean to fulfill all 

righteousness? It means to obey God and keep His law perfectly. He was going to fulfill every law 

of God for man. Baptism was one of them. And this would replace the sacrament of circumcision 

in the book of Acts when the gospel is to be preached to every creature on earth. 

 

The fulfillment of all righteousness was done for our sake. He needs not do it and yet He did. What 

would happen if He did not? To Him, there is no loss. But to us, we will not have a Saviour and 

our sins will find no forgiveness. To Him, if we perish, it is no loss to Him. He could easily create 

a new world for Himself. But He didn’t. Because He loves us and wants us to be saved. He wants 

to earn the perfect righteousness for us so that we will be reconciled to God again. 

 

C. Jesus Came With God's Witness (verses 16 to 17) 

 

God’s witness is shown by three signs: First is the heavens opened. Second, the Spirit of God comes 

down like a dove. And third, a voice from heaven speaks. 

 

1. Heavens opened. The sky literally opened up. Perhaps the clouds or the sky rolled back, and 

there was an opening. And it was for the Spirit to come down like a dove. 

 

2. The Spirit of God came down. Like a dove does not mean the Spirit of God came in the physical 

form of a dove. It could be the same manner the dove flies. The direction of the Spirit moved 

toward the Lord Jesus and it came upon Him. It settles down on Him. 

 

3. A Voice from heaven. It is the voice of God the Father speaking concerning God the Son. The 

Lord Jesus has found favour in God’s sight as He fulfilled all righteousness on our behalf. 

 

We see the Triune Godhead in this one passage. God the Son received water baptism. God the 

Spirit came down and settled on God the Son. And God the Father spoke in good favour of God 

the Son. 
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II. HIS TEMPTATION (Matthew 4:1-11) 

 

Matthew 4:1 -11, “1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 
2 And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 3 And when the 

tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 
4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5 Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him 

on a pinnacle of the temple, 6 And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it 

is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, 

lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 7 Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt 

not tempt the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and 

sheweth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 9 And saith unto him, All these 

things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 

hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.” 

 

A. Temptation 1: Man Does Not Need God to Survive (verses 2 to 4) 

 

Bread is a basic necessity which sustains physical life on earth. The Lord could have proven that 

He was the Son of God by turning stones into bread. But this would not meet the spiritual needs at 

all. That is why He said, Man shall not live by bread alone. The physical need is not the priority. 

No doubt bread is important, but it is not the most important. It is the spiritual need that is most 

important. This spiritual need is met by “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

Our soul needs spiritual food. Only God can provide this spiritual food. In other words, we need 

the Bible. We need the precious Word of life in order for the soul to live, and be strong and healthy. 

The Lord overcomes this temptation by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3. 

 

B. Temptation 2: Test God (verses 5 to 7) 

 

The Lord was brought to a very high place, the pinnacle of the temple which is the highest point. 

Anyone who falls from it is a sure death for him. But the devil assures Him that it will never 

happened to him if He is truly the Son of God. He will know this truth when He jump! That was 

the temptation: a test to test God. However, if the Lord were to do this, He would be abusing His 

power and for selfish reason. God is to be trusted and not tested. As a result, the Lord overcome 

this temptation by quoting Deuteronomy 6:16. 

 

C. Temptation 3: The Things of This World Give Satisfaction (verses 8 to 10) 

 

In the third temptation, the devil promised the Lord the whole world. Not most but all the kingdoms 

of the world and the glory of them. This promise came with only one condition: worship Satan. 

This was probably the greatest temptation. The Lord will eventually rule over the world as the King 

of all kings and the LORD of all lords. However, He must first suffer and die for man’s sins as their 

sinless Sacrifice. And Satan offers the Lord a shortcut. The Lord overcome the temptation by 

quoting Deuteronomy 6:13. 

 

The Lord overcome the temptations perfectly and passed with flying colours. Each temptation is dealt 

with using God’s Word. We are shown the only way to overcome temptations. We must know the Bible 

well so that we will be equipped to fight a good fight of faith and not be easily deceived which can 

cause us to fall into temptations. The Bible is our only Defence. Let us use it well for the sake of our 

souls and others. 


