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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON THREE: HIS DEDICATION & HIS EARLY TESTIMONY 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Bible is “History.” It is His story which God is pleased to record for our learning and assurance, 

even though not everything about Him was recorded. However, whatever has been recorded for us are 

precious and important for our spiritual life. In this lesson on the theme of the course ‘Life of Christ,’ 

we shall cover His dedication and early testimony of His earthly life. 

 

II. HIS DEDICATION (Luke 2:21-35) 

 

Luke 2:21-35, "21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name 

was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 22 And 

when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him 

to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord; 23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that 

openeth the womb shall be called holy to the Lord;) 24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which 

is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons. 25 And, behold, there was a 

man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the 

consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 

Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the Spirit 

into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the 

law, 28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 

depart in peace, according to thy word: 30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 31 Which thou hast 

prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 

Israel. 33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 

again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; 35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce 

through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed." 

 

A. His Name (verse 21) 

 

The angel was sent to Mary, not only to declare to her she will have a child, but also what name is 

to be given to him. His name is Jesus. The angel is just a messenger. God is the One who gives the 

name. The name was given even before He was conceived in the womb. 

 

The name “Jesus” means Saviour or He will save. Indeed, this is what He came to do, to be the 

Saviour of the whole world. This is His life mission. 

 

B. His Circumcision & Dedication (verses 21 to 23) 

 

There were three ceremonies as recorded in these verses. 

 

1. Ceremony of Circumcision. The baby Jesus at eight days of age, fulfilled all righteousness, 

kept the sacrament of circumcision through His parents. This is an important step because 

indeed Jesus came to fulfil the law rather than to break it. What was done unto Him, though 

passively, contributed to His perfect obedience to the law of God. 
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2. Ceremony of Purification. This was a ceremony Mary had to go through. After the birth of a 

boy child, a woman is considered ceremonially unclean for 40 days (80 days for a girl). She 

could work around the home and engage in normal activities, but she could not take part in any 

religious ceremonies. After these days were completed, she was to make an offering in the 

temple (see Leviticus 12:1-8). 

 

3. Ceremony of Dedication. Every male baby born is holy unto the Lord (see Exodus 13:2). As 

such, they are to be dedicated to the Lord. This is done by presenting them to the Lord in the 

temple, especially when they are in Jerusalem. 

 

C. His Background (verse 24) 

 

Jesus was not born into a rich family. There was a deliberate choice of God to have a poor family 

bear His only begotten Son. From the fact that Mary offered two pigeons, this act alone revealed 

His background. This was the offering of the poor. Rich people were required to offer a lamb and 

a pigeon. His humble background reveals that God did not despise those who are in need and give 

better privilege to those who are wealthier and powerful than others. 

 

D. Simeon's Prophecy (verses 25 to 35) 

 

While Joseph and Mary took the baby Jesus to the temple, they came across Simeon. Just who 

Simeon was is not known. Some think he is a priest, but the Bible did not say. All we know is what 

is recorded here. He was a man who loved God. And God used Simeon to proclaim one of the 

greatest messages of all time. The life of Christ and His impact on the whole world. 

 

1. Simeon (verses 25 to 29) 

 

Simeon was a just and devout man. The word "just" means righteous, well-behaved, living as 

one should live. Simeon was a man who treated other people as he should: justly. The word 

"devout" means cautious and careful in relation to God. It means reverence for God, being 

pious. 

 

Faithful believers among the Jews felt that Israel could find consolation only in the Messiah. 

They longed with all hope and patience for His coming. Simeon was a man led by the Holy 

Spirit. He was ready to follow His leading to the Messiah. 

 

Simeon saw with his own eyes, the Messiah. His heart was overwhelmed with joy that he broke 

out into song. Simeon had seen and embraced the Messiah, who is God's salvation. Therefore, 

now he was all ready to die in peace. He believed and trusted God, and for fulfilling His Word. 

It was as if he was born for this purpose. And now that he has seen the Messiah, he was all 

ready for the Lord to take him home. 

 

2. Jesus is the One (verses 30 to 33) 

 

Simeon's confession was that the Messiah was his salvation (verse 30). His salvation is not 

based on himself, but the Saviour. And He is not only Simeon's Saviour, but also the Saviour 

of all people. 

 

He is the light to lighten the Gentiles. The door is to be opened to the Gentiles that they may 

come to  know the Messiah as the Jews did. The Gentiles were in spiritual darkness. The 

Messiah is not just for the Jews but also for the Gentiles. They need to be saved. They need to 

see the light. 
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The Messiah is to be the glory of Israel. Why the glory of Israel? Israel was a small nation, yet 

God has chosen her to be the nation to bear the gospel light. Through Israel, the Messiah is to 

be proclaimed. Through Israel, the world knew about the Messiah. Through Israel, the Messiah 

is to come. The glory of Israel shines through the Messiah. 

 

Such proclamation of Simeon brought much delight to Joseph and Mary, that they marveled at 

those things which were spoken of Him. 

 

3. The Impact (verses 34 to 35) 

 

Jesus, being the Messiah, was to cause the rise and fall of many. Many would stumble and fall 

over Him. There will be many who would not trust Him and believe Him and the salvation He 

was to bring. Therefore, they would stumble and fall over Him just as they would stumble over 

a stone lying in their path. However, there are also many who would rise because of Him. To 

all those who believe and trust in Him, they will rest upon the foundation, and Christ will 

become their chief cornerstone. 

 

Perhaps the greatest impact would be upon His own mother, Mary. This impact is upon a mother 

who loves her own son very much. Whose mother will stand seeing her own child being 

innocently killed? That is why a sword will pierce through her heart. To see the death of her 

own child is plunging a sharp knife into the heart. 

 

What does it mean by “the thoughts of many hearts be revealed”? Those who believe and those 

who do not believe will all be revealed at the cross. Who will want to stand with the crucified 

Christ? Will He be looked upon as defeated by death that the Devil has won? Who will still 

want to stand with Christ? Not many. The same question remains relevant today. We have to 

ask: Will I stand with Christ no matter what happens, even if my life is at stake? There are 

many professing Christians who said they believe. Whether they truly believe or not, their faith 

in Christ will be the ultimate test. 

 

III. HIS EARLY TESTIMONY (Luke 2:40-52) 

 

Luke 2:40-52, “40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of 

God was upon him. 41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover. 42 And 

when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. 43 And when 

they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph 

and his mother knew not of it. 44 But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day's 

journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 And when they found him not, 

they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, that after three days they 

found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 

questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. 48 And when 

they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? 

behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought 

me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business? 50 And they understood not the saying 

which he spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject 

unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and 

stature, and in favour with God and man.”  

 

A. His Growth As A Child (verse 40) 

 

"Waxed strong in spirit." In every stage as a young child, Jesus grows spiritually. A 'normal' child 

might have thrown tantrum when he could not get what he wants. Not Jesus, He overcome them 

one by one wisely and most appropriately. He became stronger spiritually. 



4 

 

“Filled with wisdom.” He was able to make wise decision for Himself. He was able to say the right 

words, think the right thoughts, and do the right actions before God and men. No one can find any 

fault in Him. He behaved Himself most purely and perfectly. 

 

“Grace of God” was upon Him. The word “grace” can mean divine influence. Every word, action 

and thought were guided and moved by divine influence and intervention. Always biblical, always 

lawful, always peaceful, always godly, always righteous, just, wise, and loving. 

 

B. His Growth As A 12-Year Old Boy (verses 41 to 51) 

 

It was at age 12 that the account of Jesus was recorded. There is no other account until the age of 

30. As such, this account at age 12 was a precious and important record of His life as an early 

teenage boy. His parents were faithful in their worship. They went to Jerusalem every year at the 

feast of the Passover. 

 

The record here has stirred up quite a serious controversy on Jesus’ actions with regard to His 

conversation with Mary after they found Him in the temple. The presupposition must be that He 

never once sinned against God as a child. His actions must be explained carefully in light of who 

He really is. We must not forget His beginning, His genealogy and His birth as determined by God 

for our understanding the life of Christ. 

 

1. His Experience in the Temple (verses 41 to 47) 

 

After worship, Jesus' parents returned home to Nazareth. It took them a day's journey to return. 

However, when they realize that Jesus has not returned yet, they were worried for Him. And 

they spent another day to travel up to Jerusalem to look for Him. In the end, they found Him at 

the temple. 

 

What was Jesus doing in the temple? He was hearing those who were experts in the law of 

God, and asking them questions (see verse 46). This shows His seeking for spiritual growth as 

a child. What an example He set for every child as young as 12 to hear attentively to spiritual 

instructions and to ask questions whenever in doubt. 

 

Many of His questions might have gone unanswered. And when He revealed the answers to 

them, it must have been done according to Scripture which they could not disagree but to pass 

Him with flying colours. What they did not realize was that this 12 year old boy is the promised 

Messiah, the Son of the living God. They were astonished at His understanding and answers. 

The word “astonished” means amazement and overwhelming. It was likely that their brief time 

spent with Jesus was worth their many years of study in theology. 

 

2. His Obedience to His Parents (verses 48 to 51) 

 

Apparently, when His parents finally found Him in the temple, Mary’s disappointment with 

Him was obvious (verse 48). However, the problem is not Jesus, but their failure to remember 

that Jesus is the promised Messiah whom God will use to save His people. They had 

misunderstood Him for being disobedience and for making them worried. 

 

There is a play of words in the word “father.” According to Mary, Joseph was Jesus' father, 

though not in a biological sense. But in terms of responsibility, Joseph was fulfilling his duty 

as a father to Jesus. However in the mind of Jesus, He was fulfilling His duty as a Son, not to 

Joseph, but to His heavenly Father. And He expects His parents to know this. For He said in 

verse 49, "How is it that ye sought me? Wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?" 
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At a tender age of 12, He was able to recognize His relationship with His heavenly Father and 

the mission for Him on this earth. His business was not in carpentry but in the spiritual work 

and service for His heavenly Father. He certainly knew His divine calling. Jesus was not being 

rude to them, if so, they would have beaten Him and dragged Him back home and punished 

Him. None of this happened. They were probably more concerned with His reply than anything 

else. For they could not understand what He said to them. 

 

How could a 12 year old boy remain in the temple and be found among doctors? Most boys of 

his age would be found with their parents or playing with other boys. Truly there is something 

unique about Jesus that they could not comprehend. 

 

Nevertheless, Jesus in His obedience, went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was 

subject to them. He did not rebel against them in any way as a son would to his parents, and 

therefore He kept the fifth commandment most perfectly. His life as a child was truly 

remarkable. Not only no sin was found in Him, the way He behaved, responded, act and speak, 

were all remarkably perfect and without any malice and wickedness, but all grace, peace and 

love. 

 

C. His Growth Overall (verse 52) 

 

Finally verse 52 concludes "And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 

and man." Before God and before man, He was able to find favour with them. Whatever task He 

was given, He did well. For this, it is not wrong for us to assume that He was probably most well-

mannered and responsible among all the boys of His age at home, and in school, if He ever attended 

one. What a testimony He lived in perfect obedience to God His heavenly Father for our sake! 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


