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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON TWO: HIS GENEALOGY & HIS BIRTH 

 

I. HIS GENEALOGY (LUKE 3:23-38) 

 

Luke 3:23-38, “23 And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) 

the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli, 24 Which was the son of Matthat, which was the son of 

Levi, which was the son of Melchi, which was the son of Janna, which was the son of Joseph, 25 Which 

was the son of Mattathias, which was the son of Amos, which was the son of Naum, which was the 

son of Esli, which was the son of Nagge, 26 Which was the son of Maath, which was the son of 

Mattathias, which was the son of Semei, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of 

Juda, 27 Which was the son of Joanna, which was the son of Rhesa, which was the son of Zorobabel, 

which was the son of Salathiel, which was the son of Neri, 28 Which was the son of Melchi, which was 

the son of Addi, which was the son of Cosam, which was the son of Elmodam, which was the son of 

Er, 29 Which was the son of Jose, which was the son of Eliezer, which was the son of Jorim, which was 

the son of Matthat, which was the son of Levi, 30 Which was the son of Simeon, which was the son of 

Juda, which was the son of Joseph, which was the son of Jonan, which was the son of Eliakim, 31 Which 

was the son of Melea, which was the son of Menan, which was the son of Mattatha, which was the son 

of Nathan, which was the son of David, 32 Which was the son of Jesse, which was the son of Obed, 

which was the son of Booz, which was the son of Salmon, which was the son of Naasson, 33 Which 

was the son of Aminadab, which was the son of Aram, which was the son of Esrom, which was the 

son of Phares, which was the son of Juda, 34 Which was the son of Jacob, which was the son of Isaac, 

which was the son of Abraham, which was the son of Thara, which was the son of Nachor, 35 Which 

was the son of Saruch, which was the son of Ragau, which was the son of Phalec, which was the son 

of Heber, which was the son of Sala, 36 Which was the son of Cainan, which was the son of Arphaxad, 

which was the son of Sem, which was the son of Noe, which was the son of Lamech, 37 Which was the 

son of Mathusala, which was the son of Enoch, which was the son of Jared, which was the son of 

Maleleel, which was the son of Cainan, 38 Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, 

which was the son of Adam, which was the son of God.” 

 

Why is it important to know Jesus' genealogy? It is not by chance that Jesus came and be the Saviour 

of the world. He came by God's appointment. From His genealogy, we know that God truly kept His 

promise and right to the exact line how the Messiah is to come. What proof was there that Jesus is the 

Messiah? His genealogy would prove that. His roots gave Him the right to claim Messiahship, that He 

is indeed the Messianic King, Priest and Prophet which are proven in Luke 3:23-38. 

 

A. Jesus the Messianic King (verses 23 to 31) 

 

Jesus was the Davidic heir. God had given to David and his seed the promise of eternal government 

(see 2 Samuel 7:12-13). The Jews believed these promises of God. Jesus who is called Christ, was 

the promised Son of Abraham, the promised Son of David. 

 

Note that Jesus is called the Son of David. It was the common title and popular concept of the 

Messiah. Generation after generation of Jews looked for the promised deliverer of Israel. The 

people expected Him to be a great general who would deliver and restore the nation to its greatness. 

In fact, they expected Him to make the nation the center of universal rule. He would, under God, 

conquer the whole world. 
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He would become the center of the glory and majesty of God Himself in Jerusalem. And from His 

throne, the throne of David, He would judge the whole world. Luke’s account proved Jesus' roots 

in royalty. His genealogy goes all the way back to David, proving Him as the Messianic King. 

 

B. Jesus the Messianic High Priest (verses 32 to 38) 

 

The priest represents man before God. Since Adam, the head of the household served as ‘priest’ to 

offer sacrifices on behalf of his family. From this part of genealogy which traced Jesus’ root all the 

way to Adam, was to show how Jesus is the second Adam who is most worthy to represent man 

before God. 

 

Adam failed to keep the covenant of works. As such, God instituted the covenant of grace to 

provide the way of escape for man to be saved. And this was to be done through blood sacrifices 

which point to the Perfect Sacrifice to come. Adam as representative, offer the sacrifices on behalf 

of his family. And such representation continued until during the Exodus, Aaron and his sons, and 

also the tribe of Levi were appointed to be priests for God’s people. No one is to approach God on 

their own but through the priest together with all the necessary sacrifices. 

 

Jesus is that Messianic High Priest who met all requirements and conditions perfectly, though not 

of the Aaronic or Levitical Priesthood but the Priesthood of Melchizedek. Not only that, He is the 

perfect Sacrifice Himself. For every priest who come before God, must come with sacrifices either 

for himself or for the people. But Christ Himself is the perfect Sacrifice. He was the Lamb of God 

that taketh away the sin of the whole world, as told by John the Baptist (see John 1:29). He is the 

Ultimate Sacrifice. As High Priest, He represented the people and He offered Himself once and for 

all the perfect Sacrifice. He is forever our Great High Priest, interceding for us in heaven. 

 

C. Jesus the Messianic Prophet (verse 38) 

 

The prophet represents God before man. He is to bring forth what God wants man to know and 

take heed. The first gospel was preached by God in Genesis 3:15 that through the woman’s seed 

will come as the Messiah for man’s redemption from sin. God’s revelation and promise is passed 

down through generation to generation. 

 

This is the message that God has been consistently given to His people through his prophets. And 

until the Lord Jesus Christ was born into the world, He is the Prophet who eventually came to 

fulfill the promise. He represented God before His people what perfect obedience is when He 

fulfilled all righteousness to be their perfect Messiah. As such, Jesus is the Messianic Prophet. 

 

II. HIS BIRTH (LUKE 2:1-20) 

 

Luke 2:1-20, “1 And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 

that all the world should be taxed. 2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because 

he was of the house and lineage of David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great 

with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 

delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 

him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 8 And there were in the same country 

shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord 

came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And 

the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to 

all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 

And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
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manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to 

pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 

now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made 

known unto us. 16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 

manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 

the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto 

them. 

 

A. The Taxation (verses 1 to 6) 

 

The taxation was used by God to fulfill His plan for the birth of the Messiah. It had been prophesied 

that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem, and Scripture had to be fulfilled. Joseph and Mary 

lived in Galilee, and Mary was now great with child. 

 

How was God going to make sure that the child will be born in Bethlehem? The taxation happened 

just at the right time and in the right way; that is, everyone had to return to the city of their birth to 

pay their taxes. God was providentially controlling the events of the world, working all things out 

for good so that He might fulfill His promise to send the Saviour into the world. 

 

The taxation forced Joseph and Mary to travel to Bethlehem of Judah. All Jews had to return to the 

city of their birth. Note the great detail given in describing the journey to Bethlehem. The point is 

Bethlehem was the prophesied city of the Messiah's birth (Micah 5:2). The scribes understood it 

(Matthew 2:5-6) and so did the common people (John 7:42). The taxation was certainly an event 

wrought in the plan of God to fulfill His promise. 

 

The taxation led to the fulfillment of Scripture. Mary was already 'great with child' (verse 5). No 

one will plan for any sort of travelling unnecessary especially for a pregnant woman under such a 

condition. Since Joseph and Mary were in Nazareth, they must had planned for the child to be 

delivered there. But God overruled. He used the taxation and saw to it that Mary must be found in 

Bethlehem and give birth to the Messiah according to Scripture. 

 

B. The Place of Birth (verse 7) 

 

The Lord was not born in comfortable surroundings. Shockingly, He was born in a stable and laid 

in a manger. His birth is covered in one verse, yet much can be gleaned from it. He was born in a 

dirty and smelly stable. While inside the womb, both Joseph and Mary were turned away by men 

from the very beginning. There was no room for them in the inn, and Mary was about to deliver. If 

someone had cared, a clean room could have been made for her. Could not God provide a better 

place for the Messiah to come into this world? Yet it was in such a humble birth place which was 

providentially planned by God. 

 

We also can tell that Joseph and Mary were not from rich background. If so, Joseph could have 

booked the room and reserved the best room for his wife to deliver. Surely, they knew it would be 

full occupancy during the period of the taxation. With their lack of wealth, they can only hope if 

by perchance there may be a room available for them. Unfortunately, there isn't any that is 

available. In the end, they have to make do with what is not even fit for a normal human being to 

stay in. O, what humble birth our Lord and Saviour came into this world made by Him! 

 

 

 



4 

 

C. The Angels With the Good News (verses 8 to 14) 

 

The appearance of the angels at the birth of Christ is something that made His birth unique and 

special. No other births have such a privilege. Moreover, the appearance of angels was not to the 

rich and powerful, but to the lowly shepherds out in the fields. 

 

Shepherding the flock could have been a profession that is honourable. But that was in the past. It 

was perhaps due to the rise of commerce and trade that produced many job opportunities and good 

money to be earned that can make one rich in a faster and easier way. Shepherding is a tough 

profession. And soon only the poor were willing to take on this lowly profession to look after the 

sheep. Yet God showed His love even to the lowly people, to the down and out and despised men 

of the society. And this was proven by the sending of the angels to these lowly shepherds with the 

good news. What a beautiful foretaste of salvation to come, even to those who are the despised of 

the society! 

 

D. The Excited Shepherds (verses 15 to 18, 20) 

 

It was not a dream. It was a reality. The angels did appear to the lowly shepherds. They heard the 

good news. They heard the angelic choir. Surely, they were overwhelmed and were excited about 

the baby who was born the King and Saviour of mankind. 

 

 

And immediately, they left their sheep and went to look for the baby. And they followed according 

to what the angels had told them where the baby was located. They saw the baby and was truly 

glad. And they did not keep to themselves. They tell everyone. They have shown the spirit of 

sharing. It was a blessing to be shared with everybody. For the Saviour is for everybody. He is the 

Saviour of the whole world. 

 

We have a message to tell. And that is the message of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Because of this wonderful salvation that God has given us, we must continue to rejoice, just as the 

shepherds rejoiced over the Good News, and praised God and glorified Him. 

 

E. The Pondering Mother (verse 19) 

 

Then we have Mary in verse 19, pondering all these things in her heart. It must be overwhelming 

for her as a mother. This Baby is her own child. She bore Him for nine months before He was born. 

Truly there was a special bond that she had with her Child. And yet this Baby is special and she is 

to share her Baby with the world. For that was what He came for. He came for sinners that He 

might save them from their sins. So, Mary pondered over all these things that happened. Such 

pondering probably help to prepare her for that final moment when she has to witness the 

crucifixion of her own Son on the cross of Calvary. 

 


