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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON TWELVE: HIS CHARGE 

 

I. THE TEXT 

 

Matthew 12:14-21, “14 Then the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how they might 

destroy him. 15 But when Jesus knew it, he withdrew himself from thence: and great multitudes 

followed him, and he healed them all; 16 And charged them that they should not make him known: 17 

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 18 Behold my servant, whom 

I have chosen; my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he 

shall shew judgment to the Gentiles. 19 He shall not strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice 

in the streets. 20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send 

forth judgment unto victory. 21 And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.” 

 

II. CONTEXT 

 

As Christians, we thank God that we have come to know Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and Saviour. 

Because we have known Him, it is now our duty to make Him known. However, in our text, we learnt 

that the Lord has charged the multitudes not to make Him known (see verse 16). It was quite an unusual 

charge, isn’t it? 

 

As we study the life of Christ, we know that He came for the very purpose to save that which was lost. 

Through His life of preaching, teaching and doing many signs and wonders, all show that He is the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God. The promised Seed, the Saviour of the world. However, not 

everyone believed in Him and accepted Him as their Lord and Saviour. In fact, there was a group 

among them who wanted to kill Him. And this group was called the Pharisees. They looked at Him as 

if He is from the Devil. They ought to be the first to say ‘Amen’ to all His teaching and preaching. 

They ought to have recognized the mighty hand of the Almighty God in all those miracles and healings, 

and how even the dead were raised alive by Him. 

 

But sadly, what was their response? They only wanted to destroy Him (verse 14). And the Lord knew 

their evil plan and intention. As such, He withdrew from them and continued to mix with the 

multitudes. But He charged them not to make Him known anymore. We are going to learn at least three 

reasons behind this unusual charge. 

 

III. REASONS BEHIND THE CHARGE 

 

A. His Hour is Not Yet (verses 14 to 16) 

 

The council is an important meeting for the Pharisees to gather for official matters and oftentimes 

for disciplinary purpose. It was supposed to be for good, however they used it for evil. These are 

people of power and authority. They had clearly abused their authority for evil purposes since they 

wanted to destroy the Lord Jesus. 

 

And so when the Lord knew that they had form a council to kill Him, He withdrawn from them in 

terms of location. and moved on to other places. And He continued to preach, teach and heal the 

sick. However, to the multitudes, He charged them not to make Him known. Why? The reason was 

because His hour was not yet come. It was not time for Him to die yet. If He is known, the Pharisees 

would take Him and kill Him. 
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He withdrew from them not because He was afraid to die. He knew He will die in their hands. It 

was a matter of time. But at this juncture, it was not time yet. This was the first reason. 

 

B. His Fulfillment of Prophecy (verse 17) 

 

The second reason why the Lord charged them not to make Him known was "That it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet…" (see verse 17). It was for the fulfillment of 

the prophecy. 

 

Whatever God promises, it will surely come to pass. Whatever that is prophesied, some were 

fulfilled already and we believed that eventually all the rest of the prophecies will be fulfilled one 

day. Indeed, the Lord Jesus came to fulfill the law, not to destroy it. This is the testimony of God 

in His power and promise. He means what He says, and says what He means. In Him is yea and 

Amen. He is the God of truth, not a liar like Satan who is the father of lies. God is all truth. 

 

C. His Salvation Revealed to Gentiles (verses 18 to 21) 

 

The third reason why the Lord charged them not to make Him known was that the good news of 

salvation will be revealed to the Gentiles. The time has not come for the Lord to fall into the evil 

hands of the Pharisees. He was not stalling time to prepare Himself for death. No, He was prepared 

to die anytime. There were works for Him to do. He was labouring to usher lost souls into His 

kingdom. 

 

According to the prophecy quoted here, His kingdom includes the Gentiles. They were not kept 

out of the covenantal promise and judgment that are coming. His judgment was to be known to the 

Gentiles. What is this judgment? This judgment is salvation offered to the Gentiles. The gospel is 

a judgment. John 3:16 is a judgment. It is a judgment that reveals to sinful man that they will not 

perish when they believe in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour. It is a judgment revealed to the 

Gentiles. 

 

The gospel light has come upon the Gentiles. Jesus is that Light. The Jews were supposed to shine 

for God, but they failed. They themselves had rejected the Light. The Pharisees were good 

examples of unbelief. As such, salvation comes to the Gentiles. Through the unbelief and 

disobedience of the Jews, light and salvation come to the Gentiles. This is God's grace and mercy. 

 

IV. EVALUATION 

 

Now we understand the reasons why the Lord made such a charge to the multitudes not to make Him 

known. His time to die has not come yet. He wanted to fulfill prophecy. And He wanted the Gentiles 

to come to know Him. All these reasons were all for our salvation, and the glory of God. 

 

By the grace and mercy of God, He has made Himself known to us through Jesus Christ. Today, we 

are not charged not to make Him known since that was no more needed. Instead, we are charged 

through the Great Commission to make Him known to the whole world. Let us make the Lord Jesus 

known by being faithful to Him, obeying Him and bearing a good testimony for Him. May God help 

us. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


