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LIFE OF CHRIST (I) 

 

LESSON ELEVEN: HIS INVITATION 

 

I. THE TEXT 

 

Matthew 11:25-30, “25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 

babes. 26 Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in thy sight. 27 All things are delivered unto me of my 

Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 

Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him. 28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly 

in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

II. THE CONTEXT 

 

Based on the earlier verses, it was a time when judgment has just been pronounced against the cities 

of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum for their rejection of Christ. These were not poor cities. These 

were cities that were growing economically and people were enjoying great blessing of peace and 

prosperity. 

 

The people in these cities refused to repent even though they had seen and experienced the great and 

wonderful works of Christ. As such Jesus pronounced a judgment against them. Such a judgment 

against them was certainly not a bad news. When divine warnings are not taken heed what is left is 

God’s wrath and judgment. 

 

However, in the same context of such solemn warning, there is also light, and hope from God. The 

Lord Jesus is not going to leave the people without any hope. This hope is for those who are willing to 

repent. For God is also the God of grace, mercy and love. 

 

III. HIS INVITATION 

 

A. Thanksgiving Prayer (verses 25 to 26) 

 

The Lord Jesus uttered a prayer openly to God the Father, before the 70 disciples as well as the 

crowd who had heard the judgment. It was a thanksgiving prayer. The things that He gave thanks 

are worthy of our attention. These things refer to the great works which were the miracles, the 

messages preached and taught concerning the coming Kingdom. 

 

While the Pharisees and the chief priests concluded all these things as done by the devil, the 

disciples of the Lord testified that they were done in Jesus’ name. That itself is the difference. That 

is why the Lord Jesus gave thanks to God how He has hid these spiritual insights from the wise 

and prudent. 

 

The wise and prudent were those who thought they were so clever and smart that they need not 

anyone to teach them or show to them the right way. They were so proud that they thought they 

were the only ones who knew, and others knew nothing at all. But they were ones who had rejected 

the way of God that was offered to them. They would rather trust in themselves. They would rather 

be self-reliant and self-sufficient. They do not need anyone, not even God. The reason why they 

could not see was because God has hidded these things from them. 
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Indeed, spiritual things are spiritually discerned. The only reason why one can have spiritual 

insight, is because God has enabled him to see. God had revealed spiritual insights unto babes. 

Why babes? Babes are those who are weak. They are dependent and do not know how to take care 

of themselves even in the most basic things. They need help. They need someone to guide them 

and show them the way to God. And they humbled themselves before God to seek Him in their 

weaknesses. As such, God’s power is made perfect in their weakness. 

 

B. Only One Way (verse 27) 

 

There is only one way to know God the Father and that is through God the Son. The Lord Jesus is 

key to God. You know Christ, you know God. That is the only way. It has always been this way 

since the beginning when God gave the first gospel to sinful man (see Genesis 3:15). It is through 

the Messiah whom God has promised to send to save and deliver His people from sin. 

 

He came 2,000 years ago, born into this world, dwelt among sinners, and was led to the cross to 

die for our sins. He was buried and on the third day, rose again from the dead. After 40 days, He 

ascended up into heaven promising to come again. We look back with the hope of the same Saviour 

who will return for us. Do you know Him who is the only way? 

 

C. Special Invitation (verses 28 to 30) 

 

Who is invited to come? The Lord says that all those who are weary and burdened can come. And 

He will give them rest. What is the condition to receive this rest? There is only condition: accept 

the invitation to come to Christ. To all who accepted the invitation, they were given two kinds of 

rest. 

 

1. Rest of Salvation (see verse 28). This is the rest of deliverance from the slavery and bondage 

of sin. We experience the power of Christ to overcome the weakness of our flesh, will and 

whole being. It is victory over sin and death that a believer receives when he believes in Jesus 

Christ for salvation. He did not earn the rest. This rest was given to him. Have you received it? 

 

2. Rest of Spiritual Life (see verse 29). It is the rest of our souls. It is a rest of spiritual refreshment 

obtained from God's Word, God's Spirit and God's people. It is a rest of encouragement and 

motivation of our soul to keep pressing on. It is a rest that stirs a believer to live and undertake 

his God-given task with enthusiasm and endurance. 

 

With the rest of salvation and spiritual life, there is a yoke or a burden to bear (see verse 30). The 

yoke refers to an oxen's yoke. The yoke was a wooden collar-like instrument placed on the neck 

and shoulders of the oxen. By way of application, the yoke refers to a man's life and his task on 

earth. The word 'easy' can also means well fitting. Christ is saying that His yoke and burden are 

well fitted to a believer. 

 

Every true believer must take Christ's yoke and begin to learn of Him. We are to learn how to live 

and labour under His lordship. He provides the direction, guidance and care that we need. Not only 

His yoke is easy as it fits well, it is also light. It is because He is providing His grace that is all 

sufficient for us. 

 

IV. EVALUATION 

 

True rest speaks of the rest in God. Do you have this rest? Rest in salvation that leads us on to the 

eternal rest in that eternal place called heaven. While we look forward to that rest, we can rest now in 

our spiritual life for all the comfort and peace for our souls on this earth at this time. Will you receive 

His invitation? May God help us. Amen. 


