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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

FEAST OF PURIM 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

The Feast of Purim is another great victory which the Jews commemorated beside the amazing 

deliverance from the land of bondage in Egypt. This victorious account is recorded in the book of 

Esther. It happened during the exilic period when Israel was under the Persian empire in the fourth 

century BC. Purim is observed in the last month of the Jewish calendar, Adar. This is right after winter 

and into the Spring season. This year 2022, the observance of Purim begins from sunset on Wednesday 

(16 March) to before sunset on Thursday (17 March). 

 

How do the Jews celebrate Purim today? The following is the list of guidelines to remember this 

significant event. (Taken with reference from Wikihow website under the topic: How to celebrate 

Purim): a) Fast, b) Hear the Megillah (the book of Esther) read aloud, c) Give gifts to the poor, d) Give 

food to friends, e) Cook traditional food, e) Play Purim music, f) Dress up, g) Fill house with 

decorations, h) Celebrate with family and friends, and i) Serve food and wine. Noting this list of 

guidelines, you will find that the observance of the Feast of Purim is completely different from the 

biblical feasts. Except for fasting and reading the book of Esther which are more solemn, the rest of 

the activities carry a celebratory mood of “eating, drinking and be merry.”  

 

Do note that there is no direct command from God for the Feast of Purim to be commemorated like 

the biblical feasts. The annual observance of Purim was confirmed and authorised by Esther the Queen 

and her uncle Mordecai (see Esther 9:29-32). 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Passover 

(14) 

Unleavened 

Bread 

(15) 

Firstfruits 

(16) 

Pentecost 

(6; 50 days 

from Nisan 16) 

Trumpets 

(1) 

Day of 

Atonement 

(10) 

Tabernacles 

(15) 

Purim 

(14) 
Dedication 

(25) 
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II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Background 

 

The Feast of Purim is a celebration of the deliverance of the Jews as recorded in the book of Esther. 

It is also known the Feast of Lots. The word “purim” is a Hebrew word which means “lots.” 

Interestingly “purim” or “lots” were used by Haman who was newly appointed as the prime 

minister in Persia, to set a date in order to destroy all the Jews. Haman’s hatred for the Jews began 

when Mordecai refused to bow to Haman. The bowing to Haman is not a simple bowing of respect 

and courtesy. The bowing to Haman involves idolatry which was why it resulted in Mordecai’s 

refusal to do it. There is nothing personal but doctrinal in nature. Mordecai’s God would not allow 

him to do it. And so he did the right thing, but his faithfulness to God has incurred the wrath of 

Haman which led him to want to not only destroy him but all his fellow Jews as well (see Esther 

3:2-6). 

 

Haman superstitiously believed in the casting of lots for a date to be chosen to destroy the Jews. 

To him, a “lucky” day is important. As such, every month, he would ask his diviners to cast lots to 

select that special day. But there is no “good” day until the last month which is Adar (see Esther 

3:7). After the day has been selected, Haman went to the king to manipulate him to destroy the 

Jews and he succeeded (see Esther 3:8-15). 

 

The decree to destroy the Jews was issued by the king. Once a decree is issued, there is no way to 

retract. Therefore, it seemed like it is the end for the Jews. But God is sovereign, through Esther 

the Queen and Mordecai, the king issued another decree to allow the Jews to defend themselves. 

That was how the Jews were delivered. And it was a great victory. Haman, seeing his plot to destroy 

the Jews had failed miserably, proceeded to get rid of Mordecai no matter what it takes. However, 

his own greed and pride became his own downfall. With full confidence, he built a gallow specially 

for Mordecai in order to hang him. It was standing at 75 feet or almost 23 metres tall. Before 

Haman could proceed with his evil plan, he was pointed out by Esther the Queen that he was the 

one behind the plan to kill Esther and her people. It was then the king ordered for him as well as 

all his sons to be hanged on the gallows designed for Mordecai. As such, Mordecai was saved 

again. 

 

How can such a great deliverance not be remembered by the Jews? The annual observance of Purim 

was confirmed and authorised by Esther the Queen and Mordecai (see Esther 9:29-32). 

 

B. Instructions 

 

1. It is called Purim (Esther 9:26, “Wherefore they called these days Purim after the name of Pur. 

Therefore for all the words of this letter, and of that which they had seen concerning this matter, 

and which had come unto them”). 

 

2. It is to be held yearly (Esther 9:27, “The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and upon their 

seed, and upon all such as joined themselves unto them, so as it should not fail, that they would 

keep these two days according to their writing, and according to their appointed time every 

year”). 

 

3. Every Jew must keep this feast (Esther 9:28, “And that these days should be remembered and 

kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city: and that these 

days of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their 

seeds”). 

 

 



3 

 

4. By implication from the counter degree which allows for defense, the Jews celebrated their 

victory and responded with joy and gladness, and having a feast together (Esther 8:16-17, “The 

Jews had light, and gladness, and joy, and honour. And in every province, and in every city, 

whithersoever the king’s commandment and his decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, 

a feast and a good day. And many of the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of the 

Jews fell upon them”).  

 

C. Today’s Observance 

 

The Jews today continue to observe this Feast of Purim. It has become more like a national holiday 

than a religious holiday, even though fasting, prayers and reading of the book of Esther are 

faithfully kept. The celebration includes wearing colourful clothes to represent happiness, doing 

charity to help the poor and needy, and calling families and friends to have a big feast together. 

 

A special note is made when reading the book of Esther. Each time the name Mordecai is 

mentioned, the people will cheer and clap. And each time Haman’s name is about to be mentioned, 

noises will be made in order to drown out his name. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

How does the Feast of Purim relate to Christians today? Although God is not even mentioned once in 

the book of Esther, clearly He is behind the important deliverance which led to the preservation of His 

people. It should not be forgotten that it happened during the exilic period due to the disobedience of 

God’s people that led to their captivity by their enemies. The silence of God could very well reveals 

that the Jews must not forget that their captivity was God’s just punishment for them. 

 

The Jews were at the point of destruction by the evil plot of Haman. If not for God’s mercy and 

intervention, they could have been destroyed. But God will not allow His people to be destroyed. By 

the twist of events, the tables were turned on Haman. In the end, he died on the gallows custom 

designed for Mordecai. If this is not God’s doing, what is? 

 

This commemoration of the great deliverance by keeping the Feast of Purim reminds us Christians that 

it is the same God whom we are believing today. One day, He will deliver us from the darkness of this 

world and usher us into His glorious kingdom and reign together with Him. He has not forgotten us. 

He is preparing a place for us in His kingdom. And one day He shall bring us to this place (see John 

14:1-6). Let us serve Him faithfully and be found faithful even unto death to the glory of His holy and 

sacred name. May God help us. Amen. 

 


