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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON EIGHT: FEAST OF TABERNACLES 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles is the last feast of the seven biblical feasts commanded by God through Moses 

for the nation of Israel. It falls on the same month of Tishri as the Feast of Trumpets and the Day of 

Atonement (Yom Kippur). Tishri is the seventh month of the Jewish calendar. The Feast of Tabernacles 

is celebrated 5 days after Yom Kippur on Tishri 15. 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles is also known as the Feast of Booths and the Feast of Ingathering. The word 

“tabernacles” and “booths” are the same Hebrew word “sukkot” (plural of “sukkah”). These were 

temporary dwelling places. According to Jewish practices, the Jews will literally set up and stay in 

temporary tents in Jerusalem during the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. 

 

There is a twofold purpose for the Feast of Tabernacles. Firstly, it is a final thanksgiving to God for 

the harvest of the year. It is a joyous celebration how God has been so good to bless and provide for 

all the needs of His children. Secondly, it is to remember how God has protected and provided for the 

children of Israel when they stayed in the temporary tents during their 40 years of wilderness journey 

before they entered into the Promised Land. 

 

In this lesson, we shall learn the significance of the Feast of the Tabernacles and how it is relevant to 

us today. 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Passover 

(14) 

Unleavened 

Bread 

(15) 

Firstfruits 

(16) 

Pentecost 

(6; 50 days 

from Nisan 16) 

Trumpets 

(1) 

Day of 

Atonement 

(10) 

Tabernacles 

(15) 

Purim 

(14) 
Dedication 

(25) 



2 

 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Instructions 

 

Exodus 23:16-17, “16 And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown 

in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered 

in thy labours out of the field. 17 Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord 

GOD” (see also Exodus 34:22; Ezra 3:4; Nehemiah 8:13-18). 

 

1. It is called the Feast of Ingathering 

 

2. It is held at the end of the Jewish agricultural year with respect to the harvest. 

 

3. All the male Jews will have to make their annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem after the final harvest 

of the year. 

 

Deuteronomy 16:13-17, “13 Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou 

hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: 14 And thou shalt rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and 

thy daughter, and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite, the stranger, and the 

fatherless, and the widow, that are within thy gates. 15 Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn feast 

unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD shall choose: because the LORD thy God 

shall bless thee in all thine increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore thou shalt surely 

rejoice. 16 Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place 

which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast 

of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty: 17 Every man shall give as he is 

able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee.” 

 

1. The duration of the Feast is 7 days. 

 

2. Everyone who is found in a Jewish home is to join and partake in the celebration of the Feast. 

 

3. All Jewish males must present themselves before God in Jerusalem with their offering. 

 

Leviticus 23:33-44, “33 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 34 Speak unto the children of 

Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven 

days unto the LORD. 35 On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work 

therein. 36 Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day 

shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: 

it is a solemn assembly; and ye shall do no servile work therein. 37 These are the feasts of the 

LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the 

LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice, and drink offerings, every thing upon his 

day: 38 Beside the sabbaths of the LORD, and beside your gifts, and beside all your vows, and 

beside all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD. 39 Also in the fifteenth day of the 

seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD 

seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. 40 And ye 

shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs 

of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven 

days. 41 And ye shall keep it a feast unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for 

ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Ye shall dwell in booths 

seven days; all that are Israelites born shall dwell in booths: 43 That your generations may know 

that I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: 

I am the LORD your God. 44 And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the 

LORD.”  
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1. The Feast is to be held on the 15th day of the 7th month (Tishri). 

 

2. The duration of the Feast is 7 days. 

 

3. The first and the eighth days are to be a holy convocation. And they are also called Sabbaths 

(no work is to be done on Sabbath). 

 

4. The male Jews who had travelled to Jerusalem shall stay in booths which are temporary tents 

throughout the Feast. 

 

Numbers 29:12-40, “12 And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month ye shall have an holy 

convocation; ye shall do no servile work, and ye shall keep a feast unto the LORD seven days: 13 

And ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD; 

thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year; they shall be without 

blemish: 14 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto every 

bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two tenth deals to each ram of the two rams, 15 And a several tenth 

deal to each lamb of the fourteen lambs: 16 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the 

continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering. 17 And on the second day ye 

shall offer twelve young bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without spot: 18 And 

their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall 

be according to their number, after the manner: 19 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside 

the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering thereof, and their drink offerings. 20 And on the 

third day eleven bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish; 21 And their 

meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be 

according to their number, after the manner: 22 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual 

burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering. 23 And on the fourth day ten bullocks, 

two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish: 24 Their meat offering and their 

drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, 

after the manner: 25 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, 

his meat offering, and his drink offering. 26 And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two rams, and 

fourteen lambs of the first year without spot: 27 And their meat offering and their drink offerings 

for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the 

manner: 28 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat 

offering, and his drink offering. 29 And on the sixth day eight bullocks, two rams, and fourteen 

lambs of the first year without blemish: 30 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the 

bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner: 31 

And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink 

offering. 32 And on the seventh day seven bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year 

without blemish: 33 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, 

and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner: 34 And one goat for a sin 

offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering. 35 On the 

eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall do no servile work therein: 36 But ye shall 

offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: one bullock, one 

ram, seven lambs of the first year without blemish: 37 Their meat offering and their drink offerings 

for the bullock, for the ram, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the 

manner: 38 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat 

offering, and his drink offering. 39 These things ye shall do unto the LORD in your set feasts, beside 

your vows, and your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat offerings, and 

for your drink offerings, and for your peace offerings. 40 And Moses told the children of Israel 

according to all that the LORD commanded Moses.” 

 

1. The Feast is to be held on the 15th of the 7th month (Tishri). 
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2. It is a holy convocation. No work is to be done. It shall take 7 days to complete. 

 

3. 1st Day: a) Burnt offering (all unblemished): 13 young bullocks, 2 rams, and 14 lambs (1 year 

old) with their dressings. b) Meat offering. c) Sin offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking 

offering. 

 

4. 2nd Day: a) Burnt offering: 12 young bullocks, 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin 

offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

5. 3rd Day: a) Burnt offering: 11 bullocks, 2 rams and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin offering 

(one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

6. 4th Day: a) Burnt offering: 10 bullocks, 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin offering 

(one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin 

offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

7. 5th Day: a) Burnt offering: 9 bullocks, 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin offering 

(one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin 

offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

8. 6th Day: a) Burnt offering: 8 bullocks, 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin offering 

(one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin 

offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

9. 7th Day: a) Burnt offering: 7 bullocks, 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin offering 

(one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat offering. c) Sin 

offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

10. 8th Day (solemn assembly): a) Burnt offering: 1 bullock, 1 ram, and 7 lambs. b) Meat offering. 

c) Sin offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 2 rams, and 14 lambs. b) Meat 

offering. c) Sin offering (one kid of the goats). d) Drinking offering. 

 

B. Highlights 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles, also called the Feast of Ingathering is a time of great rejoicing. God’s 

people are to be gathered together to rejoice before Him (see Leviticus 23:40). From the prophetic 

point of view, it points to the Millennial kingdom of Christ whereby all of God’s people including 

both Jews and Gentiles will all gather together to “dwell” with the Lord under His perfect and 

glorious reign. 

 

The importance and significance of this concluding feast serves as a motivation and expectation 

for God’s people to look forward to the return of Christ as King to establish His glorious Kingdom 

on earth for a thousand years. This is how we as His people ought to live our life now with eternity 

in view. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

The final harvest is symbolic to the gathering of all elects where there will be eternal rejoicing in the 

end. All tears shall be wiped away, and all those who suffered and died for their faith will be vindicated 

at the same time. All those who have persevered and stood firm to the end will all be rewarded. Indeed, 

this is the Feast of all feasts! Be sure that this Feast of Tabernacles will finally be fulfilled in the grand 

and glorious coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us look forward to this glorious day 

when we shall reign with Christ in our glorified body for a thousand years. May God help us. Amen. 


