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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON SEVEN: THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

Together with the Feast of Trumpets and the Feast of Tabernacles, the Day of Atonement falls on the 

same month of Tishri. These are also the feasts celebrated during the Autumn Harvest. As mentioned 

before, these last three feasts are yet to be fulfilled. By faith, they will be fulfilled by Christ in His 

second coming. 

 

The Day of Atonement, also called Yom Kippur, is regarded as the most solemn and important holy 

day. In fact, according to Jewish tradition which continues to be practiced today, in order to prepare 

for Yom Kippur, preparation begins as early from the Feast of the Trumpets. Between the Feast of 

Trumpets and the Day of Atonement is 10 days. And these 10 days are known as “10 Days of Awe.” It 

is so named because these 10 days are to be used entirely for a time of confession and repentance of 

sins committed during the past year. The failure to repent until the Day of Atonement is the judgment 

of God awaiting him at the end. 

 

In this lesson, we shall learn the significance of the Day of Atonement and how it is relevant to us 

today. 

 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Instructions 

 

Leviticus 23:26-32, “26 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 27 Also on the tenth day of this 

seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye 

shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. 28 And ye shall do no 

work in that same day: for it is a day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD 

your God. 29 For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut 

off from among his people. 30 And whatsoever soul it be that doeth any work in that same day, the 

same soul will I destroy from among his people. 31 Ye shall do no manner of work: it shall be a 

statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 32 It shall be unto you a sabbath 

of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto even, 

shall ye celebrate your sabbath.” 

 

1. The Day of Atonement is to be held on the tenth day of the seventh month (Tishri). 

 

2. It is an holy convocation. 

 

3. Afflicting of the souls (be cut off if not adhere to). 

 

4. Offer an offering made by fire to God. 

 

5. No work is to be done (be destroyed if not adhere to). 

 

6. It is to be a statue forever throughout the generations. 

 

7. It is a sabbath of rest. 
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8. Sabbath begins on the eve of the Day of Atonement. 

 

Numbers 29:7-11, “7 And ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month an holy 

convocation; and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein: 8 But ye shall offer 

a burnt offering unto the LORD for a sweet savour; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs 

of the first year; they shall be unto you without blemish: 9 And their meat offering shall be of flour 

mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram, 10 A several tenth 

deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs: 11 One kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside 

the sin offering of atonement, and the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their 

drink offerings.” 

 

1. It is to be kept on the tenth day of the seventh month (Tishri) 

 

2. It is to be a holy convocation. 

 

3. Affliction of souls. 

 

4. No work is to be done. 

 

5. Offer an unblemished burnt offering (meat offering): 1 young bullock, 1 ram and 7 1-year old 

lambs with their dressing. 

 

6. Offer a sin offering: 1 kid of the goats. 

 

7. Offer drink offerings. 

 

B. Instructions for the High Priest 

 

Leviticus 16:1-10, “1 And the LORD spake unto Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, 

when they offered before the LORD, and died; 2 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto 

Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy 

seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat. 3 Thus 

shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bullock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt 

offering. 4 He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the linen breeches upon his flesh, 

and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy 

garments; therefore shall he wash his flesh in water, and so put them on. 5 And he shall take of the 

congregation of the children of Israel two kids of the goats for a sin offering, and one ram for a 

burnt offering. 6 And Aaron shall offer his bullock of the sin offering, which is for himself, and 

make an atonement for himself, and for his house. 7 And he shall take the two goats, and present 

them before the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 8 And Aaron shall cast 

lots upon the two goats; one lot for the LORD, and the other lot for the scapegoat. 9 And Aaron 

shall bring the goat upon which the LORD'S lot fell, and offer him for a sin offering. 10 But the 

goat, on which the lot fell to be the scapegoat, shall be presented alive before the LORD, to make 

an atonement with him, and to let him go for a scapegoat into the wilderness.” 

 

1. Must not come at all times except once a year into the holy place. 

 

2. Offer sin offering: young bullock. 

 

3. Offer burnt offering: a ram. 

 

4. Bathe with water and put on holy linen garments accordingly. 
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5. Offer on behalf of the congregation a sin offering (2 kids of the goats) and a burnt offering (1 

ram). 

 

6. Take 2 goats: 1 as sacrifice (sin offering) for God and 1 as scapegoat (cast by lots). 

 

7. Make atonement with the scapegoat and release it into the wilderness.  

 

C. Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur): Fulfilled or not? 
 

Hebrews 9:6-28, “6 Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the 

first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. 7 But into the second went the high priest alone 

once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: 8 

The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, 

while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 9 Which was a figure for the time then present, in 

which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, 

as pertaining to the conscience; 10 Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and 

carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation. 11 But Christ being come an high 

priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that 

is to say, not of this building; 12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he 

entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. 13 For if the blood 

of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying 

of the flesh: 14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15 

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the 

redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might 

receive the promise of eternal inheritance. 16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity 

be the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no 

strength at all while the testator liveth. 18 Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated 

without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, 

he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled 

both the book, and all the people, 20  Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath 

enjoined unto you. 21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of 

the ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of 

blood is no remission. 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens should 

be purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For 

Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but 

into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25 Nor yet that he should offer 

himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For 

then must he often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end of the 

world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And as it is appointed unto 

men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 

and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.” 

 

1. No doubt, Jesus has fulfilled the role as Mediator between God and man perfectly. He is the 

Mediator in His twofold ministries as: the sinless Lamb of God, and the perfect Great High 

Priest. 

 

2. The Day of Atonement is fulfilled as far as the redemptive works of the Lord Jesus Christ on 

the cross is concerned. However, it is not completely fulfilled because the final judgment is 

still in the future (see Hebrews 9:27). The Day of Atonement ends with the final judgment. This 

final judgment will happen at the second coming of Christ together with His saints in power 

and glory. As such, it is this aspect of this feast that is yet to be fulfilled.  
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III. CONCLUSION 

 

In what way is the Day of Atonement relevant to Christians today? As recipients of the free grace of 

salvation through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we come before God with our heartfelt 

thanksgivings and present our bodies as living sacrifices for His good pleasure and glory. All our sins 

have been atoned by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross 2,000 years ago. By His Holy Spirit and Holy Word, 

we are led to confession and repentance of our sins, and to live holy lives for our Saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

We are living at such a time when we know our holy witness on earth is ending soon. The time will 

come when the last trumpet will sound and we will be gathered and received by our Saviour and Lord 

Jesus Christ to be ushered back to heaven. And then, it will be the commencement of the Great 

Tribulation on earth for 7 years. During these 7 years, the opportunities to hear the gospel will be vastly 

reduced since there will be no holy witness left to preach the gospel. However, by the grace of God, 

there will be those who will be saved and come to the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But 

believers during these tough times will have to suffer terribly and may even die a martyr death for their 

faith. 

 

Knowing all these will come, our duty to shine the gospel light continues until the Lord takes us home. 

We are called to preach the Word in season and out of season (2 Timothy 4:2), persuading men 

everywhere to repent of their sins and seek salvation in Christ before it is too late. God has a purpose 

for putting where we are right now to be His shining lights. Are we shining for Christ? May God help 

us. Amen. 

 

   


