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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON FIVE: THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

While the Feast of Firstfruits marks the beginning of the harvest, the Feast of Pentecost marks the end 

of harvest. However, it is not the end of all the harvests of Israel for the year. That was celebrated by 

another feast called the Feast of Ingathering. The Feast of Pentecost marks the end of wheat or grain 

harvest. 

 

In between the Feast of Firstfruits and the Feast of Pentecost is the gap of 7 full weeks or 50 days 

(Leviticus 23:16), thus marking the Feast of Pentecost to fall on Sivan 6 (see chart below). The word 

“Pentecost” is meant 50 literally. 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Instructions 

 

Exodus 34:22, “And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and 

the feast of ingathering at the year's end.” 

 

1. The Feast of Pentecost is also known as the Feast of Weeks. 7 weeks would be the exact count 

for the celebration of Pentecost. 

 

Passover 

(14) 

Unleavened 

Bread 

(15) 

Firstfruits 

(16) 

Pentecost 

(6; 50 days 

from Nisan 16) 

Trumpet 

(1) 

Day of 

Atonement 

(10) 

Tabernacles 

(15) 

Purim 

(14) 

Dedication 

(25) 
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2. The celebration of the Pentecost marks the end of the wheat harvest.  

 

Deuteronomy 16:16-17, “16 Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy 

God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, 

and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty: 17 Every man 

shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he hath given thee.”  

 

1. It is called the Feast of Weeks. 

 

2. The children of Israel must come before the Lord with an offering. 

 

3. Giving is based on the ability of the giver. 

 

4. God’s blessing is acknowledged. 

 

Leviticus 23:15-22, “15 And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the 

day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: 16 Even unto 

the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat 

offering unto the LORD. 17 Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave loaves of two tenth 

deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto the 

LORD. 18 And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one 

young bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat 

offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the 

LORD. 19 Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first 

year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 20 And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the 

firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD, with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD 

for the priest. 21 And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy convocation 

unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings 

throughout your generations. 22 And when ye reap the harvest of your land, thou shalt not make 

clean riddance of the corners of thy field when thou reapest, neither shalt thou gather any gleaning 

of thy harvest: thou shalt leave them unto the poor, and to the stranger: I am the LORD your God.” 

 

1. The Feast of Pentecost is to be celebrated 7 full weeks or 50 days after the Feast of Firstfruits. 

 

2. The Meat Offering is required: 2 wave loaves of 2 tenth deals made of fine flour and baked 

with leaven. 

 

3. The Burnt Offering is required: 7 lambs of 1 year old, 1 young bullock and 2 rams. 

 

4. The Drink Offering is required. 

 

5. The Sin Offering is required: 1 kid goat. 

 

6. The Peace of Offering is required: 2 lambs of 1 year old. 

 

7. The priest shall offer the wave offering: bread of firstfruits. 

 

8. No work is to be done on the day of Pentecost. 

 

9. It is to be remembered throughout all generations as a gratitude to God for the harvest. 

 

10. Additional note: The poor and stranger are remembered and provided at the end of harvesting. 
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B. The Pentecost and Christ 

 

The sequence of the Passover leading to the celebration of Pentecost is noteworthy of a great 

significance. The Passover lamb was slain for the deliverance of the children of Israel leading to 

the exodus. It typifies the Lord Jesus Christ who was crucified on the cross to bring about the 

redemption needed to save sinful men from their condemnation of sins. The Unleavened bread was 

to be eaten to reveal the importance of holiness and removal of sin from God’s people. It typifies 

Christ who was perfect in righteousness and in Him there is no sin at all. The offering of the 

firstfruits marked the beginning of the harvest. And Christ is the firstfruits, as demonstrated by His 

bodily resurrection which also guaranteed the future resurrection of God’s people. At Pentecost, it 

marked the end of the harvest. This was the fulfilment of what Christ’s sacrifice had promised, 

another Comforter (see John 14:16-20; 16:7). 

 

For Christians, the day of Pentecost is of great significance because it marks the birth of the New 

Testament church. It was the day on which the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the church. Apostle 

Peter himself explained this amazing phenomenon in Acts 2:16-21 in which he quoted from Joel 

2:28-32. The context of Joel was how the terrible plague of locust had left Israel in total ruin and 

devastation. Every crop including barley, wheat, grapes, figs, pomegranates, and more had been 

severely ravaged (see Joel 1:7-12). Even the cattle were left without pasture (see Joel 1:18). Not 

only that, the severity of the catastrophe was compounded by a drought (see Joel 1:19-20). As such, 

Joel was called by God to gather His people with the message of repentance in order to give them 

the hope of restoration. According to Rev Timothy Tow, he coined the word “prophescope” to 

explain this restoration. It is a present restoration (physical) with a future restoration (spiritual) as 

well. And the future restoration was accompanied by the outpouring of the Spirit upon His people 

regardless of gender, age, or status. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 
The children of Israel think of harvest at Pentecost. And harvest is a picture which the children of Israel 

can identify easily and is close to their heart. And so, the keeping of the Pentecost is of great 

significance and importance to them. 

 

The blessing of God as seen in a bountiful harvest points us to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in 

power for Christ’s disciples to fulfill the Great Commission to the saving of souls in these last days. 

Not only it is an inaugural moment for the birth of the Christian church, but also how the ecclesiastical 

witness for Jesus Christ has permanently replaced the national witness of Israel. This doctrine of the 

Pentecost must be rightly understood or else it will be misused or abused as what we see in the 

Charismatic movement today. May God help us. Amen. 

 

   


