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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON FOUR: THE FEAST OF FIRSTFRUITS 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

The Passover occurs on Nisan 14 which is the day before a sabbath. The Feast of Unleavened Bread 

is therefore occurred on the sabbath which is Nisan 15, one day after the Passover Feast. And the day 

after the Sabbath is the Feast of Firstfruits which is Nisan 16 (see Leviticus 23:11). It is a one-day feast 

which indicates the beginning of the harvests in Israel, especially the harvest of barley (see chart 

below). 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Instructions 

 

Exodus 23:16a, “And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in 

the field: …” 

 

1. It is also called the feast of harvest. 

 

2. It reveals that the main profession of the Israelites in the land of Promise is that of a farmer. 

Each family is given a plot of land to “labour” in order to produce food for themselves and 

their own animals. 
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3. Every Israelite home is to offer the firstfruits of all that had been grown at harvest times to the 

Lord. In other words, as different fruits yield different harvest time, and therefore the offering 

of firstfruits may occur a few times in a year, depending on the time of the harvest of fruit(s). 

 

Leviticus 23:9-14, “9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 10 Speak unto the children of Israel, 

and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest 

thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: 11 And he shall 

wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the priest 

shall wave it. 12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an he lamb without blemish of 

the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD. 13 And the meat offering thereof shall be two 

tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet 

savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin. 14 And ye shall 

eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye have brought an 

offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your 

dwellings.” 

 

1. The feast of firstfruits is kept only after the children of Israel settled down in the land of 

Promise. They were unable to keep this while journeying in the Exodus wanderings. 

 

2. At harvest, the children of Israel were to bring “a sheaf of the firstfruits” of harvest to be 

presented to the priest. 

 

3. The priest will wave the sheaf before the LORD on their behalf. 

 

4. At the same time, the children of Israel have to offer a burnt offering before God. The burnt 

offering must be an unblemished male lamb which is a year old. 

 

5. Besides the burnt offering, they were to offer also the meat offering and drink offering. The 

meat offering consists of “two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil” and placed over the 

fire. The drink offering consists of “wine, the fourth part of an hin.” 

 

6. No food (bread, parched corn, green ears) is to be eaten until the offering is made. 

  

Deuteronomy 26:1-11, “1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the LORD 

thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein; 2 That thou shalt 

take of the first of all the fruit of the earth, which thou shalt bring of thy land that the LORD thy 

God giveth thee, and shalt put it in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God 

shall choose to place his name there. 3 And thou shalt go unto the priest that shall be in those days, 

and say unto him, I profess this day unto the LORD thy God, that I am come unto the country 

which the LORD sware unto our fathers for to give us. 4 And the priest shall take the basket out of 

thine hand, and set it down before the altar of the LORD thy God. 5 And thou shalt speak and say 

before the LORD thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, 

and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous: 6 And the 

Egyptians evil entreated us, and afflicted us, and laid upon us hard bondage: 7 And when we cried 

unto the LORD God of our fathers, the LORD heard our voice, and looked on our affliction, and 

our labour, and our oppression: 8 And the LORD brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand, 

and with an outstretched arm, and with great terribleness, and with signs, and with wonders: 9 And 

he hath brought us into this place, and hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with milk 

and honey. 10 And now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O LORD, 

hast given me. And thou shalt set it before the LORD thy God, and worship before the LORD thy 

God: 11 And thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which the LORD thy God hath given unto thee, 

and unto thine house, thou, and the Levite, and the stranger that is among you.” 
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1. The feast of firstfruits is to be kept once the children of Israel settled down in the land of 

Promise. 

 

2. At harvest, the children of Israel were to bring the firstfruits stored in a basket and present 

before the priest. 

 

3. The priest shall take the basket of firstfruits and offered to God on their behalf. 

 

4. While the priest was before God with their firstfruits, the children of Israel were to worship 

and pray with rejoicing before God, reciting the Exodus account with thanksgiving in their 

heart. 

 

B. Meaning of Firstfruits 

 

1. Firstfruits has a religious attachment which means a religious offering of the first agricultural 

produce of the harvest. 

 

2. Some have taken both firstfruits and tithes as synonymous since they were both practiced and 

offered to God at the same time (see Deuteronomy 26:12). Though they were offered at the 

same time, their meaning is somewhat different. Tithes simply means one tenth. It is good to 

see the distinction of their meaning. 

 

3. Offering the firstfruits is more than giving God the best of the crops. Without God, there is no 

harvest. By offering the firstfruits of harvest expresses the heartfelt thanksgiving to God after 

several months of waiting for the harvest to come. It is an important attitude one must have by 

giving God the first and the best fruits of the harvest. 

 

4. The word “firstfruits” is used as a metaphor to refer to a special person or group of people. 

 

a. Jeremiah 2:3, “Israel was holiness unto the LORD, and the firstfruits of his increase: all 

that devour him shall offend; evil shall come upon them, saith the LORD.” 

 

b. Romans 8:23, “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, 

even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 

of our body.” 

 

c. Romans 16:5, “Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Salute my wellbeloved 

Epaenetus, who is the first fruits of Archaia unto Christ.” 

 

d. 1 Corinthians 16:15, “I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is 

the firstfruits of Archaia, and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the 

saints,)” 

 

e. James 1:18, “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind 

of firstfruits of his creatures.” 

 

f. 1 Corinthians 15:20,23, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits 

of them that slept. … But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they 

that are Christ’s at his coming.” 
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C. Jesus is the Firstfruits  

 

The proof text that Jesus is the firstfruits is taken from 1 Corinthians 15:20-28. “20 But now is 

Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came 

death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 

shall all be made alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that 

are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom 

to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For 

he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed 

is death. 27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, 

it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him. 28 And when all things shall 

be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under 

him, that God may be all in all.” 

 

In the Old Testament times, according to Leviticus 23:10, the Jews were required to bring in the 

first crop and offered to God before they harvest the rest. This first crop is called the firstfruits. 

And so, the point Apostle Paul was making over here was very clear. The full harvest cannot be 

made until you bring in the firstfruits of the crop. Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus is the firstfruits of 

those that slept. Sleep means death. In other words, Apostle Paul was teaching that none of God’s 

people will rise bodily from the dead until Jesus Christ Himself has risen from the dead. That’s 

what it means. 

 

However, firstfruits does not mean the first one who rose from the dead alone. This is because the 

Bible has recorded a number of people actually rose from the dead. In the Old Testament, there is 

an account of Elijah raising up a dead boy back to life again. In the gospels, Jesus Himself has 

raised Jairus’ daughter, the widow’s son and Lazarus back to life again from the dead. Therefore, 

Jesus is not the only one who rose from the dead. Jesus as the firstfruits means He rose from the 

dead and never to die again. All those who had risen from the dead, died again. But not Jesus. He 

is alive forevermore. That’s the full theological meaning of firstfruits. By His bodily resurrection, 

Jesus indeed is our firstfruits who guaranteed our resurrection and life eternal forever and ever. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

What difference does it make that Jesus is the firstfruits? It means we have a perfect and living Saviour 

who guaranteed us of our life beyond death and the grave. Our life is different now all because Jesus 

is our firstfruits. We can have a new and happy reason for everything we do now, life, family, job, 

studies, play, relationships, health, and everything. For we who are in Christ as our firstfruits, are made 

alive forevermore in Him. May God help us. Amen. 


