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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON THREE: THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is celebrated because of the Passover. They are celebrated back to 

back. That is why both feasts are often confused to be one and the same. The purpose of both feasts is 

the same but it must be noted that they are 2 different feasts altogether. 

 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted for seven days immediately after the Passover Feast at twilight. 

It was held on Nisan 15 according to Leviticus 23:6. The first and the last feast days are to be a Sabbath. 

It needs not necessary be on a weekly Sabbath (Saturday) to be called a Sabbath. Nisan 15 is always a 

Sabbath on any week day. As long as it is a Sabbath, the rules for Sabbath applies. No one is to do any 

ordinary labour on a Sabbath day. This day must be kept holy unto the Lord. 

 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Instructions 

 

Exodus 12:15-20, “15 Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away 

leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth leavened bread from the first day until the seventh 

day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. 16 And in the first day there shall be an holy convocation, 

and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work shall be done 

in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you. 17 And ye shall observe 

the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the land 

of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever. 18 In the 

first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one 

and twentieth day of the month at even. 19 Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: 

for whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation 

of Israel, whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. 20 Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your 

habitations shall ye eat unleavened bread.” 

 

1. It is a 7-day feast (15). 

 

2. Get rid of leaven in the house (15;19). 

 

3. Cut off anyone who ate leaven from Israel (15;19-20). 

 

4. First and last day is to be a Sabbath; no work except to eat (16). 

 

5. This feast is to be kept forever (17). 

 

6. Unleavened bread is to be eaten on Nisan 14 to Nisan 21 (18). 

 

Leviticus 23:6-8, “6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread 

unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. 7 In the first day ye shall have an holy 

convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. 8 But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto 

the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work 

therein.” 
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1. It is to be celebrated on Nisan 15 (6). 

 

2. It is a 7-day feast (6). 

 

3. First day is a sabbath and therefore no work is to be done (7). 

 

4. Offer an offering by fire on all 7 days (8). 

 

5. Seventh day is a sabbath and therefore no work is to be done (8). 

 

B. Meaning of Leaven 

 

1. Leaven or yeast, is a fungus that ferments sugar and is used to enable dough to rise and expand. 

It is a normal process or reaction seen in bread which are leavened. In itself, there is nothing 

harmful or morally sinful in eating leavened bread. However, it is all because of the symbolic 

meaning behind leaven. 

 

2. Leaven is used to typify sin. It is because of its properties of spreading and influencing around 

it. Even a tiny bit can create a big impact! Interestingly, the New Testament provides different 

types of leaven to represent sin. 

 

a. The leaven of Pharisees (Matthew 16:6; Luke 12:1). 

 

b. The leaven of Sadducees (Matthew 16:6; Luke 20:27-38). 

 

c. The leaven of Herod (Mark 8:15). 

 

d. The leaven of legalism (Galatians 5:7-9). 

 

e. The leaven of malice and wickedness (1 Corinthians 5:1-7) 

 

C. Jesus is the Unleavened Bread 

 

Since leaven signifies sin, unleavened signifies purity and without the contamination of sin. 

Therefore, the unleavened bread speaks of the total sinlessness of Jesus Christ. The Scripture 

testifies Jesus who committed no sin at all throughout His humanity (see 1 John 3:5; 2 Corinthians 

5:21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 Peter 1:18-19,2:22). 

 

Not only He is the Lamb of God without blemish who was sacrificed as our Passover, He is also 

the Unleavened Bread whose body was “broken” for us. As such, this is also what we must always 

remember each time we partake of the bread as part of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

1 Corinthians 5:6-8, “6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole 

lump? 7 Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: 8 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither 

with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 


