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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON TWO: THE PASSOVER FEAST 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

Do not be confused between the Passover Feast and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The purpose 

behind them may be similar but they are two different feasts. The Passover Feast is a one day feast 

which is held on Nisan 14 (Leviticus 23:5) while the Feast of Unleavened Bread is a seven day feast 

which is held the next day on Nisan 15 after the Passover Feast (Leviticus 23:6). 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The Passover Feast commemorates Israel’s redemption from her 430 years of bondage to Egypt 

(Exodus 12:40-41). 

 

Exodus 12:40-41, “40 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in Egypt, was four 

hundred and thirty years. 41 And it came to pass at the end of the four hundred and thirty years, 

even the selfsame day it came to pass, that all the hosts of the LORD went out from the land of 

Egypt.” 

 

By God’s providence, He preserved His people from a great famine through Joseph in Egypt. However, 

subsequent generations of the children of Israel became slaves in Egypt. Life became more difficult 

for them. As such, they cried out to the LORD for deliverance, and He heard them. God remembered 

the covenantal promises He made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that His people will become a great 

nation and out of which will come forth the Messiah. 
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The children of Israel were in Egypt for 430 years until Moses was called by God to lead the children 

of Israel out of the land of bondage. However, not before a series of 10 plagues that devastated the 

land of Egypt tremendously. It was the last plague which finally caused Pharaoh to let God’s people 

go in the end. This last plague is the death of every firstborn male in Egypt. The only way to avert the 

plague is the keeping of the Passover! The keeping of the Passover is instructed step by step in Exodus 

12:1-14; 21-28. Only the children of Israel were given the instructions. 

 

II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

Out of the 10 plagues that fell on the Egyptians, the last plague is the most significant. The reason is 

because there is a way to avert it. The other 9 plagues fell directly on the Egyptians but the children of 

Israel were miraculously untouched and unaffected by them. However, God instructed the children of 

Israel through Moses to prepare themselves to escape the last plague. Should they not taken heed, they 

would suffer the same judgment as the Egyptians. 

 

Not only that, the way in which to avert the last plague was also significant. Every Israelite home is to 

kill a passover which is a lamb. This lamb must be unblemished. The blood of the same lamb has to 

be sprinkled on the “upper door post’ and “two side posts” of their house, so that at twilight, the LORD 

will pass over every home that has their lintel and side posts sprinkled with blood. But those houses 

that were without the blood, the LORD will smite all their firstborn including the animals. 

 

As a result of this last plague, Pharaoh finally let Moses to lead the children of Israel out of the land of 

bondage. Since then, the children of Israel commemorated the great deliverance of God by the keeping 

of the Passover feast. It is a feast because they have to finish the roasted meat of the lamb that very 

day before twilight. Nothing is to be left for the next day. Should there be any leftover, they must be 

burnt completely. And as they ate the roasted lamb, they must be fully dressed up as if they are going 

on a journey (see Exodus 12:7-11). The reason why the Passover feast was eaten in haste was because 

they were to quickly leave Egypt and embark on their journey to the Promised land. 

 

God wanted His people to remember this significant day of deliverance by keeping the Passover feast 

as a perpetual ordinance because it served as a pointer to the greater and true Passover in the person of 

Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the whole world” (see John 1:29).   

 

III. REPLACED BY LORD’S SUPPER 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of all that was foreshadowed by the Passover lamb. On the 

night before His arrest and crucifixion, He instituted the Lord’s Supper, signified by the bread (the 

brokenness of His body) and the cup (blood of the new covenant) as a memorial feast to remember the 

fulfilment of the great redemption by Him on the cross of Calvary. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-25, “23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That 

the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: 24 And when he had given thanks, 

he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of 

me. 25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new 

testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

In the Old Testament, the Jews through the Passover feast look forward to the true Passover Lamb. 

However, in the New Testament, Christians through the Lord’s Supper look backward to the Lamb of 

God which taketh away the sins of the whole world. This true Passover Lamb of God is none other 

than our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 


