
1 

 

TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Levitical priesthood was introduced during the wilderness journey after Moses delivered the 

children of Israel who were in bondage in Egypt for more than 400 years. It began with Aaron, the 

brother of Moses, both of whom were from the same tribe of Levi. 

 

The tribe of Levi has been set apart to serve God in the tabernacle, and later on in the temple. The 

Levites were not given any share of the land when it was divided by Joshua after the conquest of the 

Promised Land. However, God has promised that they will be taken care of by the abundance of all 

the other tribes of Israel (Numbers 18:8-14). 

 

It was from the Aaronic line which God has chosen to be His priests. Though all priests were Levites, 

not all Levites were priests. All other Levites, not from the line of Aaron, were given various duties to 

serve in the tabernacle or temple in order to assist the priests. Only the priests can offer sacrifices to 

God on behalf of the people. And only the high priest can enter in the Most Holy Place once a year on 

the Day of Atonement. 

 

The Levitical priesthood was not intended by God to be permanent (see Hebrews 7:11). The Lord Jesus 

Christ served as God’s Great High Priest after the order of Melchizedek forever. Through Him, we 

have access to God’s presence, to worship Him in spirit and in truth.   

 

II. ORIGIN 

 

A. Firstborn Son of Israel 

 

Exodus 13:2, “Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children 

of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine.” 

 

Exodus 22:29, “Thou shalt not delay to offer the first of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the 

firstborn of thy sons shalt thou give unto me.” 

 

B. Replacement By Levites 

 

Numbers 3:12-13, “12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel 

instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the 

Levites shall be mine; 13 Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the 

firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: 

mine shall they be: I am the LORD.” 

 

Numbers 8:14-18, “14 Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among the children of Israel: and 

the Levites shall be mine. 15 And after that shall the Levites go in to do the service of the tabernacle 

of the congregation: and thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them for an offering. 16 For they are 

wholly given unto me from among the children of Israel: instead of such as open every womb, 

even instead of the firstborn of all the children of Israel, have I taken them unto me. 17 For all the 

firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the day that I smote every 

firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for myself. 18 And I have taken the Levites for all 

the firstborn of the children of Israel.” 
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III. MINISTRY IN THE WILDERNESS JOURNEY 

 

A. General Duty 

 

1. The Levites or the tribe of Levi had been specially chosen by God to serve in the tabernacle.  

 

Numbers 1:53, “But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there 

be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the 

charge of the tabernacle of testimony.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Numbers 3:6-10, “6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that 

they may minister unto him. 7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole 

congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the 

tabernacle. 8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 

the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle. 9 And thou shalt give 

the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of 

Israel. 10 And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: 

and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.” 

 

2. Pertaining to priesthood for Aaron’s descendants, those with any blemish or physical handicap, 

were not allowed to serve as priests (Leviticus 21:17-23). 

 

3. Teaching of the Law (Leviticus 10:11) 

 

4. Offering Sacrifices (Leviticus 9) 

 

5. Inspecting Ceremonial Unclean People (Leviticus 13 & 14) 

 

6. Judges of Disputes (Deuteronomy 17:8-13) 

 

7. Collecting Tithes (Numbers 18:21,26; Hebrews 7:5) 
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B. Specific Duties 

 

The specific duties had been distributed among the three sons of Levi and their families: Gershon, 

Kohath and Merari. 

 

1. Gershonites 

 

Numbers 3:25-26, “25 And the charge of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the 

congregation shall be the tabernacle, and the tent, the covering thereof, and the hanging for the 

door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 26 And the hangings of the court, and the curtain for 

the door of the court, which is by the tabernacle, and by the altar round about, and the cords of 

it for all the service thereof.” 

 

Numbers 4:23-26, “23 From thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number 

them; all that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the 

congregation. 24 This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, to serve, and for 

burdens: 25 And they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tabernacle of the 

congregation, his covering, and the covering of the badgers' skins that is above upon it, and the 

hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 26 And the hangings of the court, 

and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, which is by the tabernacle and by the altar 

round about, and their cords, and all the instruments of their service, and all that is made for 

them: so shall they serve. 

 

Numbers 7:7-8, “7 Two wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according to 

their service: 8 And four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari, according 

unto their service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.” 

 

2. Kohathites 

 

Numbers 3:28-32, “28 In the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were eight 

thousand and six hundred, keeping the charge of the sanctuary. 29 The families of the sons of 

Kohath shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle southward. 30 And the chief of the house of the 

father of the families of the Kohathites shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. 31 And their charge 

shall be the ark, and the table, and the candlestick, and the altars, and the vessels of the 

sanctuary wherewith they minister, and the hanging, and all the service thereof. 32 And Eleazar 

the son of Aaron the priest shall be chief over the chief of the Levites, and have the oversight 

of them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.” 

 

Numbers 4:4-15, “4 This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the 

congregation, about the most holy things: 5 And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall 

come, and his sons, and they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony 

with it: 6 And shall put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth 

wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof. 7 And upon the table of shewbread they shall 

spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to 

cover withal: and the continual bread shall be thereon: 8 And they shall spread upon them a 

cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves 

thereof. 9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his 

lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they 

minister unto it: 10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' 

skins, and shall put it upon a bar. 11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, 

and cover it with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof: 12 And they 

shall take all the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put 

them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put them 
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on a bar: 13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth 

thereon: 14 And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister about it, 

even the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels of the altar; 

and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the staves of it. 15 And 

when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of 

the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear 

it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons 

of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.” 

 

Numbers 7:7-9, “7 Two wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according to 

their service: 8 And four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari, according 

unto their service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 9 But unto the sons of 

Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they 

should bear upon their shoulders.” 

 

3. Merarites 

 

Numbers 3:33-37, “33 Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites: 

these are the families of Merari. 34 And those that were numbered of them, according to the 

number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were six thousand and two hundred. 35 

And the chief of the house of the father of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail: 

these shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle northward. 36 And under the custody and charge 

of the sons of Merari shall be the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars 

thereof, and the sockets thereof, and all the vessels thereof, and all that serveth thereto, 37 And 

the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords.”  

 

Numbers 4:29-33, “29 As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, 

by the house of their fathers; 30 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt 

thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of 

the congregation. 31 And this is the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the 

tabernacle of the congregation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars 

thereof, and sockets thereof, 32 And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and 

their pins, and their cords, with all their instruments, and with all their service: and by name ye 

shall reckon the instruments of the charge of their burden. 33 This is the service of the families 

of the sons of Merari, according to all their service, in the tabernacle of the congregation, under 

the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.” 

 

IV. MINISTRY IN THE PROMISED LAND 

 

A. Locations 
 

1. Gershonites 

 

13 Levitical cities located within Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh in Bashan 

 

Joshua 21:6, “And the children of Gershon had by lot out of the families of the tribe of Issachar, 

and out of the tribe of Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half tribe of 

Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities.” 

 

2. Kohathites 

 

23 Levitical cities located within Ephraim, Dan, Manasseh in Canaan 
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Joshua 21:4-5, “4 And the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites: and the children of 

Aaron the priest, which were of the Levites, had by lot out of the tribe of Judah, and out of the 

tribe of Simeon, and out of the tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities. 5 And the rest of the children 

of Kohath had by lot out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim, and out of the tribe of Dan, 

and out of the half tribe of Manasseh, ten cities.”  

 

3. Merarites 

 

12 Levitical cities located within Reuben, Gad and Zebulun 

 

Joshua 21:7, “The children of Merari by their families had out of the tribe of Reuben, and out 

of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities.”  

 

B. Duties Under Reign of David 
 

1. Abiathar (Kohathite) served as high priest. 

 

2. Asaph (Gershonite) served as a prophet (seer), singer, music and composer of Psalms 50, 73-

83. 

 

3. Heman (Kohathite) served as a prophet (seer), singer, music and composer of Psalm 88. 

 

4. Ethan (Kohathite) served as a singer and musician. 

 

5. The Gershonites were deployed to guard the treasury in the temple (1 Chronicles 26:20-22). 

 

6. Priests from Gershon and Merarites were deployed to move the Ark from house of Obed-edom 

(1 Chronicles 15:16-24). 

 

7. The Kohathites served in the temple (1 Chronicles 6:33-38).  
 

C. Duties Under Reign of Hezekiah 

 

All the Levites were deployed to serve in the temple: Kohathites, Merarites and Gershonites (2 

Chronicles 29:3-5,12). 
 

D. Duties Under Reign of Josiah 

 

The Merarites and Kohathites were deployed by Josiah to repair the temple (2 Chronicles 34:12). 

 

E. Duties Under Ezra 

 

1. The 20 men from the Merarites (Ezra 8:18-19). 

 

2. The descendants of Asaph (Gershonites) to serve in the temple (Ezra 3:10; Nehemiah 12:44-

47). 

 

V. CHRIST THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST FOREVER 

 

A. The Levitical priesthood can be seen as ended or fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Christ, being the 

Great High Priest when His atonement on the cross was completed. 

 

Hebrews 8:1-13, “1 Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an 

high priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; 2 A minister 
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of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 3 For every high 

priest is ordained to offer gifts and sacrifices: wherefore it is of necessity that this man have 

somewhat also to offer. 4 For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are 

priests that offer gifts according to the law: 5 Who serve unto the example and shadow of heavenly 

things, as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith 

he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount. 6 But now hath 

he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is the mediator of a better covenant, 

which was established upon better promises. 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then 

should no place have been sought for the second. 8 For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, 

the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 

the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when 

I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my 

covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write 

them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they 

shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all 

shall know me, from the least to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and 

their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. 13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 

made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.”  

 

B. Jesus Christ is the Great High Priest forever under the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Hebrews 5:1-10, “1 For every high priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things 

pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 Who can have compassion 

on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way; for that he himself also is compassed with 

infirmity. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 4 

And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 5 So also 

Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, 

to day have I begotten thee. 6 As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the 

order of Melchisedec. 7 Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 

supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was 

heard in that he feared; 8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he 

suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that 

obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.” 

 

C. Because of Christ, all true believers are now priests before God. 

 

1 Peter 2:5, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.” 

 

Revelation 1:5-6, “5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of 

the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 

sins in his own blood, 6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be 

glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 

 

Revelation 5:8-10, “8 And when he had taken the book, the four beasts and four and twenty elders 

fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which 

are the prayers of saints. 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 

and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of 

every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and 

priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” 

 

 


