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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Death is a reality. It is a separation of the soul from the physical body. In general, death is feared by 

men because it is a cessation to life. It can happen due to sickness, accident or old age. There are also 

times when it can occur due to murder, suicide, war or capital punishment. Whatever the cause of death 

may be, more often than not, it is accompanied by grief and sorrow upon the bereaved family and 

friends. 

 

Once a person dies, he leaves behind the physical body. The soul will return to God (see Ecclesiastes 

12:7). What should be done to the dead body that is left behind? Although there is no specific 

instruction for the disposal of the body, we shall study and observe the Jewish practice in the way they 

conduct funerals in the Bible. It is also the objective of this lesson to study the biblical perspective of 

death. May we prepare ourselves well according to Scripture so that we will be ready to meet the Lord 

when death knocks on our door. 

 

II. ELEMENTS OF BIBLICAL JEWISH FUNERALS 

 

There is no specific instruction on what to do with the dead body. However, we shall observe what has 

been practiced when a person dies and what are being found in Jewish funerals according to some of 

the Bible accounts. 

 

A. Preparing the Body (for burial) 

 

Genesis 50:2-3, “2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and 

the physicians embalmed Israel. 3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the 

days of those which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days.” 

 

Genesis 50:26, “So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and 

he was put in a coffin in Egypt.” 

 

John 19:39-40, “39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and 

brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight. 40 Then took they the body 

of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury.” 

 

Mark 16:1, “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.” 

 

B. Mourners 

 

1 Samuel 25:1, “And Samuel died; and all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented him, 

and buried him in his house at Ramah. And David arose, and went down to the wilderness of 

Paran.” 

 

2 Chronicles 35:25, “And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing 

women spake of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: 

and, behold, they are written in the lamentations.”  
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Jeremiah 9:17, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that 

they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come:” 

 

Amos 5:16, “Therefore the LORD, the God of hosts, the Lord, saith thus; Wailing shall be in all 

streets; and they shall say in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they shall call the husbandman to 

mourning, and such as are skilful of lamentation to wailing.” 

 

Matthew 9:23, “And when Jesus came into the ruler's house, and saw the minstrels and the people 

making a noise.” 

 

Acts 9:37,39, “37 And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they 

had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. 39 Then Peter arose and went with them. When he 

was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, 

and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.” 

 

C. Funeral Procession 

 

2 Samuel 3:31, “And David said to Joab, and to all the people that were with him, Rend your 

clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And king David himself followed 

the bier.” 

 

Luke 7:12, “Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried 

out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her.” 

 

D. Burial  

 

Genesis 49:31, “There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and 

Rebekah his wife; and there I buried Leah.” 

 

2 Chronicles 35:23-25, “23 And the archers shot at king Josiah; and the king said to his servants, 

Have me away; for I am sore wounded. 24 His servants therefore took him out of that chariot, and 

put him in the second chariot that he had; and they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was 

buried in one of the sepulchres of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for 

Josiah. 25 And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah: and all the singing men and the singing women spake 

of Josiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in Israel: and, behold, they 

are written in the lamentations.”  

 

Matthew 27:59-60, “59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 

And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to 

the door of the sepulchre, and departed.”  

 

III. WHY BURIAL, NOT CREMATION? 

 

A. Burial: A Practice for Believers in the Bible 
 

The first biblical account of burial is recorded in Genesis 23. Abraham bought a cave of Machpelah 

from Ephron for burial purposes. There was no option to cremate at all. Burial could also signify a 

sense of belonging to home. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob with their families were all buried in the 

same cave in the Promised Land. 
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B. Cremation: Burning by Fire is Part of Judgment  

 

When God decided to judge and destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, He sent fire and brimstone to 

consume them. It was a terrible judgment upon the unbelievers. As such, it has been perceived as 

punishment for a body to be burned up by fire. During the medieval period leading to the 16th 

century Protestant Reformation, it was the practice of the Roman Catholic Church to burn heretics 

to death. Those who were burned on the stake were John Hus and William Tyndale. Even John 

Wycliff, though long died and gone, whose bones were dug, burned and ashes scattered in a river. 

 

In this modern day, punishment a person by fire is no longer a practice. However, it has become an 

option when it comes to disposing of the dead body. Burial is a more expensive and time-

consuming practice than cremation. Out of convenience and cost saving, many churches are 

offering cremation over burial. 

 

Cremation has always been a heathen practice. More Christian churches prefer to dissociate 

cremation from God’s judgment by fire. Could this be a deception from the devil? God’s judgment 

by fire is the last judgment upon the earth (see 2 Peter 3:4-7). Surely the devil would not want 

God’s people to take heed of His Word and remain faithful to Him. By choosing to cremate instead 

of bury, is evident of one’s low view of God’s Word. 

 

IV. BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE OF DEATH 

 

A. What is Death? 

 

1. Types of death. Death is a separation between the soul and the physical body. It happens to 

believers and unbelievers alike. This is physical death. The Bible also teaches two other types 

of death, namely spiritual death and eternal death. 

 

2. Spiritual death is experienced when a sinner is born into this world. This is separation from 

God. Because of the sin inherited from Adam who is man’s representative as federal head under 

the Covenant of Works in the Garden of Eden. Adam failed to obey God perfectly, and as a 

result sin entered into the world. This spiritual death blinded the spiritual eyes of sinful men. 

They are therefore spiritually dead to God, and heading towards judgment in the lake of fire. 

There is the end of spiritual death which is also called eternal or second death. This is eternal 

separation from God. 

 

3. Can Death be prevented? The answer is yes and no, depending on what death. Physical death 

– This death will be experienced by all men. However, should the Lord return when the believer 

is still living, he needs not have to die a physical death. He will be raptured with other living 

believers and joined with those dead believers who rose from the dead to be brought back to 

heaven. Spiritual death – This death is experienced by all men after Adam. Only Jesus is 

exempted because His is a virgin birth. All men who experienced spiritual death are blinded to 

God and cannot but sin against Him all the time. Eternal death – This death is the end of all 

those who remained spiritually dead when they died physically. However, it can be prevented 

when they accepted Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour while they are still living on this 

earth. The door to escape this eternal death will soon be closed. 

 

B. What Happen to the Dead Body? 

 

The dead body left on its own will decay, and eventually becomes disintegrated and reduced to 

dust. It is a process that happens over time. Ecclesiastes 3:20, “All go unto one place; all are of the 

dust, and all turn to dust again.” 
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Usually, the dead body of a believer is embalmed to be kept preserved temporarily in the coffin for 

a short period of time in order for the bereaved family to hold vigil and funeral services until burial 

takes place. It ranged from 1 day to a week. 

 

C. What Happen to the Soul? 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:7 says, “Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall return 

unto God who gave it.” The same physical body after returning to dust will be gone forever. The 

soul will live forever, for both believers and unbelievers. The question is the eternal location in 

which the soul will be found. Only God can decide, which is why Solomon is right to say that “the 

spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” 

 

The unsaved are those who have rejected Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour, and thus they are 

still condemned in their sins. The unsaved will live forever, but without “eternal life.” The 

immediate destiny for them is hell when they die physically. Eventually and eternally, they will be 

judged at the Great White Throne Judgment and be thrown into the Lake of Fire. They shall be 

tormented there in their resurrected body forever. 

 

The saved are those who have believed in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour by faith, and thus 

their sins have been washed away by the precious blood of Christ. The saved will live forever, with 

“eternal life.” The immediate destiny for them is heaven where God dwells. At the day of 

resurrection, they shall be given a new body to be joined together with their soul. This is the 

glorified body. It is the same body which the Lord Jesus Himself had when He rose again from the 

dead on the third day. 

 

D. Death: A Blessing or A Curse? 

 

To the saved, when physical death comes, it is always a blessing. Apostle Paul said, “To be absent 

from the body” is to be “present with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). The hope of heaven has finally 

come. There will be no more pain to be endured. There will be no tears and sorrow as experienced 

on earth (see Revelation 21:4). It is eternal rest from all forms of labour. 

 

However, to the unsaved, it remains a curse. When physical death comes, it is the end. There is no 

U-turn or second chance. The door of grace will forever be shut. No matter how sincere you are to 

repent of all your sins, it is all too late by then. That is why it is a curse. Once the physical death 

comes, the curse will forever remain. And this is frightening. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

The world continues to look upon death as a taboo. Some may not even want to mention death at all 

because they do not be reminded of its negative presence. It is considered as bad luck and to be avoided 

at all costs. Such mentality is denial in foolishness. Death is a reality and is something which every 

man has to face one day, whether young or old. Death is no respecter of persons. No amount of wealth 

can stop death from coming. When death knocks on our door, whether we like it or not, we have to go. 

 

Instead of denying the reality and certainty of death, why not accept the solution which God gave to 

the world in the person of Jesus Christ? For Jesus says, “… I am the way, the truth and the life, no man 

cometh unto the Father, but by Me” (John 14:6). Only Jesus saves! Physical death can be a blessing to 

you when you have the assurance of eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Many are dying in their sins 

day by day without Christ. May God help us to be faithful in obeying the Great Commission to the 

saving of souls in these last days. Amen. 

 

 


