
1 

 

TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

JEWISH WEDDINGS 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The first holy matrimony on this earth has to be the first man and woman whom God created and 

married in the Garden of Eden. God Himself both officiated and witnessed their marriage bound in the 

most beautiful covenant that is designed to be broken only by death. Once joined together in holy 

wedlock, the married couple are no longer two but one flesh as long as they are living. 

 

The first wedding in the Garden of Eden was a simple and quiet affair. There was no wedding rings, 

bands, gowns, music or party. All these were added much later under the Jewish customs and cultures 

to make official the marriage relationship between a single man and a single woman. 

 

The Bible did not give specific instruction how a wedding is to be held or conducted. God has left it 

to man’s discretion and liberty to celebrate weddings. However, there are biblical principles which 

God’s people are to follow in order for a marriage to be approved and accepted by God. While covering 

the external aspects of how Jewish weddings are being conducted, it is also the objective of this lesson 

to learn the biblical principles behind a God-honouring marriage covenant. 

 

II. ELEMENTS OF BIBLICAL JEWISH WEDDING 

 

The Bible did not explicitly give instruction how a wedding is to be conducted and what consist in a 

proper wedding ceremony. However, we can draw glimpses in Bible accounts what happened during 

a wedding. The followings are some elements found in the Bible. 

 

A. Wedding Dowry or Gifts 

 

Genesis 24:22, “And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a golden 

earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold;” 

 

Genesis 34:12, “Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as ye shall say 

unto me: but give me the damsel to wife.” 

 

B. Dressing of Bridegroom and Bride 

 

Isaiah 61:10, “I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath 

clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 

a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.” 

 

Jeremiah 2:32, “Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire? Yet my people have 

forgotten me days without number.” 

 

C. Bridesmaid and Best man  

 

Psalm 45:14, “She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her 

companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee.” 

 

Judges 14:20, “But Samson's wife was given to his companion, whom he had used as his friend.” 
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Matthew 25:1-13, “1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took 

their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five were 

foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took 

oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 

Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give 

us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be 

not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while 

they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: 

and the door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12 

But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know 

neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 

 

D. Wedding Feasts 

 

Genesis 29:22, “And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast.” 

 

Matthew 22:4, “Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I 

have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto 

the marriage.” 

 

John 2:1-11, “1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus 

was there: 2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3 And when they wanted 

wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what 

have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever 

he saith unto you, do it. 6 And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the 

purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the 

waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he saith unto them, Draw out 

now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it. 9 When the ruler of the feast had 

tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew 

the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 10 And saith unto him, Every man 

at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: 

but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of 

Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.” 

 

E. Family/ Church Witness 

 

Ruth 4:11, “And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The 

LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did 

build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:” 

 

F. Marriage Contract (By implication of requirement for a divorce) 

 

Deuteronomy 24:1, “When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she 

find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her 

a bill of divorcement, and give it in her hand, and send her out of his house.” 

 

G. Marriage Canopy 

 

Jeremiah 31:22, “How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the LORD hath 

created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a man.” 
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H. Bride’s Veil 

 

Genesis 24:65, “For she had said unto the servant, What man is this that walketh in the field to 

meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a vail, and covered herself.” 

 

I. Wedding Songs 

 

Psalm 45, “To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of 

loves. 1 My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the 

king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 2 Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is 

poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 3 Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O 

most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty. 4 And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of 

truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things. 5 Thine 

arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies; whereby the people fall under thee. 6 Thy 

throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 7 Thou lovest 

righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 

gladness above thy fellows. 8 All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the 

ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 9 Kings' daughters were among thy honourable 

women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir. 10 Hearken, O daughter, and 

consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father's house; 11 So shall the 

king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him. 12 And the daughter of 

Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. 13 The king's 

daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold. 14 She shall be brought unto the 

king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto 

thee. 15 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king's palace. 16 

Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 17 I 

will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for 

ever and ever.”  

 

III. BETROTHAL AND WEDDING 

 

A Jewish marriage consists of two ceremonies: first a betrothal and then after a period of time, a 

wedding. Between the betrothal and wedding is usually about a year. There is no fix duration how long 

a couple ought to remain in betrothal before they can get married. Some betrothals have been arranged 

by parents (see Genesis 21:21). However, not all betrothals are matchmade by parents. Most would 

choose their partners freely by mutual agreement of both families (see Genesis 24:57-58; 34:4; Judges 

14:2; 1 Samuel 18:20). 

 

The betrothal is as good as legally binding as the wedding itself. It would require a divorce agreement 

to break off the betrothal. This explains Joseph’s intent to break off his betrothal with Mary after he 

found out that she was pregnant with a child even though they did not have any sexual relation yet (see 

Matthew 1:18-20). 

 

Before a betrothal is possible, a man must obtain approval of his intention to marry the woman he 

loves from her father. He would negotiate for the price of the dowry which he is to present to the bride’s 

father. Once the price (mohar) is agreed and paid, the marriage covenant is established. That is known 

as betrothal. 

 

At betrothal, the couple are legally married, except that the bride is still staying in her father’s house. 

She is declared consecrated and set apart exclusively for her bridegroom. Both of them will drink the 

cup of wine as a symbol of their new covenantal relationship to each other. A betrothal benediction is 

then pronounced to seal that covenant. After that, the bridegroom will not see his bride until a year 

later. 



4 

 

It was only at the wedding, the bridegroom, accompanied with his best man and other escorts, made 

his way to fetch his bride from her father’s house to his own house so that they could consummate 

their marriage and begin their life together as husband and wife. This wedding process is commonly 

called the torch light procession from the bridegroom’s home to the home of bride’s father. The bride 

would expect her bridegroom to come for her but she will not know when until she hears a shout. After 

the bridegroom received his bride, they would then return to his house, with a larger wedding party. 

 

According to Jewish tradition and custom, a wedding is almost everybody’s business. Those who are 

related to the couple, be it by kinship or friendship, will all be involved in the wedding procession. The 

wedding celebration could take at least a week at the bridegroom’s home. Such a practice could be as 

early as was found in Genesis 29:27 when Laban requested Jacob to complete the 7-day wedding 

ceremony with Leah. In the case of Jacob, the wedding celebration was done at his in-laws’ home since 

he was staying with them. 

 

Prior to this 7 day of wedding celebration, the bridegroom would enter the bridal chamber with his 

bride whose face is covered with a veil. The purpose of this is for the couple to consummate their 

marriage. Once the marriage is consummated, the bridegroom would make a public announcement to 

all present at the wedding. Then the wedding party would continue for the next 7 days. And during this 

period, the bride remained “hidden” in the bridal chamber. It was only after the 7th day, the bridegroom 

will present his bride to all with her veil removed. 

 

IV. BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES ON MARRIAGE 

 

A. Joined by God 

 

Genesis 2:18, “And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 

him an help meet for him.” 

 

Matthew 19:4-6, “4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made 

them at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave 

father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they 

are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder.”  

 

B. Prevent Fornication 

 

1 Corinthians 7:2-9, “2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let 

every woman have her own husband. 3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and 

likewise also the wife unto the husband. 4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the 

husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 5 Defraud 

ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting 

and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. 6 But I speak 

this by permission, and not of commandment. 7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. 

But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. 8 I say 

therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. 9 But if they 

cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.” 

 

Hebrews 13:4, “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and 

adulterers God will judge.” 
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C. Death Separates 

 

1 Corinthians 7:39, “The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband 

be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.”  

 

D. Roles of Husband and Wife 

 

Ephesians 5:22-33, “22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For 

the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour 

of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 

husbands in every thing. 25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and 

gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 

word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as 

their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own 

flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his 

body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 

shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak 

concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife 

even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.” 

 

Colossians 3:18-19, “18 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord. 19 

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.” 

 

1 Peter 3:1-7, “1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any obey not 

the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 2 While they 

behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear. 3 Whose adorning let it not be that outward 

adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; 4 But let it be the 

hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 

spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 5 For after this manner in the old time the holy 

women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in subjection unto their own 

husbands: 6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye 

do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. 7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them 

according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs 

together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”  

 

E. Divorce (on ground of adultery) 

 

Matthew 19:7-9, “7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of 

divorcement, and to put her away? 8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your 

hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto 

you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, 

committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.”  

 

F. Reserved for Mortal Beings On Earth 

 

Mark 12:18-27, “18 Then come unto him the Sadducees, which say there is no resurrection; and 

they asked him, saying, 19 Master, Moses wrote unto us, If a man's brother die, and leave his wife 

behind him, and leave no children, that his brother should take his wife, and raise up seed unto his 

brother. 20 Now there were seven brethren: and the first took a wife, and dying left no seed. 21 And 

the second took her, and died, neither left he any seed: and the third likewise. 22 And the seven had 

her, and left no seed: last of all the woman died also. 23 In the resurrection therefore, when they 

shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. 24 And Jesus answering 
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said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of 

God? 25 For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but 

are as the angels which are in heaven. 26 And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read 

in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: 

ye therefore do greatly err.” 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 

The holy matrimony between a man and a woman is the most beautiful covenantal relationship God 

has given to mankind on earth. It is the only human relationship that is to be bound by God with a 

covenant. It is the only covenant that joined two different persons to become one flesh. Indeed “what 

God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” Yet, marriage on earth which is such an honourable 

estate, is only temporary. It is not eternal. Only the marriage between Christ and His church is eternal. 

Christ our Bridegroom is currently preparing the church who is His bride for the Wedding Supper of 

the Lamb. When that comes, it will be the grandest and most glorious of all wedding ever existed. Let 

us be found faithful to our Bridegroom when He comes to receive us as His chaste and faithful Bride. 

All glory be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 


