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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

FEAST OF DEDICATION 

 

I. ORIGIN 

 

The Feast of Dedication, also called Hanukkah, is celebrated by the Jews as early as during the 

intertestamental period. This period is also known as the 400 years of silence whereby there is no 

special revelation from God. 

 

Hanukkah, being the Festival of Lights occurred during the month of Kislev (see chart) which is 

between late November and early December of the Gregorian calendar. Beginning on Kislev 25 and 

continuing for 8 days, Jewish families will lit up the candles on a special candelabra called the 

menorah, and then gather together for prayers, singing, feasting and gifts exchange. 

 

Again, like the biblical feasts, Hanukkah is celebrated by the Jews because of a great deliverance from 

their enemies, the Greek oppressor during the Maccabean period. This whole historical account is 

recorded in the First book of Maccabees, one of the 14 books of the Apocrypha (which are not 

considered as inspired Scriptures). Though not inspired, it provides a valuable historical record for the 

origin of the Feast of Dedication. And this is important enough for the Jews to set a day (or 8 days) of 

memorial to be kept from generation to generation. 

 

There was only one mention of the Feast of Dedication in John 10:22 (And it was at Jerusalem the 

feast of the dedication, and it was winter). This could imply that the Lord Jesus Himself kept the Feast 

in remembrance of God’s deliverance through the Maccabees from the Grecio-Syrian empire. 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Passover 

(14) 

Unleavened 

Bread 

(15) 

Firstfruits 

(16) 

Pentecost 

(6; 50 days 

from Nisan 16) 

Trumpets 

(1) 

Day of 

Atonement 

(10) 

Tabernacles 

(15) 

Purim 

(14) 
Dedication 

(25) 
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II. SIGNIFICANCE 

 

A. Background 

 

1 Maccabees 4:1-59, “1 Then took Gorgias five thousand footmen, and a thousand of the best horsemen, 

and removed out of the camp by night; 2 To the end he might rush in upon the camp of the Jews, and 

smite them suddenly. And the men of the fortress were his guides. 3 Now when Judas heard thereof he 

himself removed, and the valiant men with him, that he might smite the king's army which was at 

Emmaus, 4 While as yet the forces were dispersed from the camp. 5 In the mean season came Gorgias 

by night into the camp of Judas: and when he found no man there, he sought them in the mountains: 

for said he, These fellows flee from us. 6 But as soon as it was day, Judas shewed himself in the plain 

with three thousand men, who nevertheless had neither armour nor swords to their minds. 7 And they 

saw the camp of the heathen, that it was strong and well harnessed, and compassed round about with 

horsemen; and these were expert of war. 8 Then said Judas to the men that were with him, Fear ye not 

their multitude, neither be ye afraid of their assault. 9 Remember how our fathers were delivered in the 

Red sea, when Pharaoh pursued them with an army. 10 Now therefore let us cry unto heaven, if 

peradventure the Lord will have mercy upon us, and remember the covenant of our fathers, and destroy 

this host before our face this day: 11 That so all the heathen may know that there is one who delivereth 

and saveth Israel. 12 Then the strangers lifted up their eyes, and saw them coming over against them. 
13 Therefore they went out of the camp to battle; but they that were with Judas sounded their trumpets. 
14 So they joined battle, and the heathen being discomfited fled into the plain. 15 Howbeit all the 

hindmost of them were slain with the sword: for they pursued them unto Gazera, and unto the plains 

of Idumea, and Azotus, and Jamnia, so that there were slain of them upon a three thousand men. 16 

This done, Judas returned again with his host from pursuing them, 17 And said to the people, Be not 

greedy of the spoil inasmuch as there is a battle before us, 18 And Gorgias and his host are here by us 

in the mountain: but stand ye now against our enemies, and overcome them, and after this ye may 

boldly take the spoils. 19 As Judas was yet speaking these words, there appeared a part of them looking 

out of the mountain: 20 Who when they perceived that the Jews had put their host to flight and were 

burning the tents; for the smoke that was seen declared what was done: 21 When therefore they 

perceived these things, they were sore afraid, and seeing also the host of Judas in the plain ready to 

fight, 22 They fled every one into the land of strangers. 23 Then Judas returned to spoil the tents, where 

they got much gold, and silver, and blue silk, and purple of the sea, and great riches. 24 After this they 

went home, and sung a song of thanksgiving, and praised the Lord in heaven: because it is good, 

because his mercy endureth forever. 25 Thus Israel had a great deliverance that day. 26 Now all the 

strangers that had escaped came and told Lysias what had happened: 27 Who, when he heard thereof, 

was confounded and discouraged, because neither such things as he would were done unto Israel, nor 

such things as the king commanded him were come to pass. 28 The next year therefore following Lysias 

gathered together threescore thousand choice men of foot, and five thousand horsemen, that he might 

subdue them. 29 So they came into Idumea, and pitched their tents at Bethsura, and Judas met them 

with ten thousand men. 30 And when he saw that mighty army, he prayed and said, Blessed art thou, O 

Saviour of Israel, who didst quell the violence of the mighty man by the hand of thy servant David, 

and gavest the host of strangers into the hands of Jonathan the son of Saul, and his armourbearer; 31 

Shut up this army in the hand of thy people Israel, and let them be confounded in their power and 

horsemen: 32 Make them to be of no courage, and cause the boldness of their strength to fall away, and 

let them quake at their destruction: 33 Cast them down with the sword of them that love thee, and let 

all those that know thy name praise thee with thanksgiving. 34 So they joined battle; and there were 

slain of the host of Lysias about five thousand men, even before them were they slain. 35 Now when 

Lysias saw his army put to flight, and the manliness of Judas' soldiers, and how they were ready either 

to live or die valiantly, he went into Antiochia, and gathered together a company of strangers, and 

having made his army greater than it was, he purposed to come again into Judea. 36 Then said Judas 

and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are discomfited: let us go up to cleanse and dedicate the 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Maccabees-4-12/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Maccabees-4-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Maccabees-4-21/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/1-Maccabees-4-21/
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sanctuary. 37 Upon this all the host assembled themselves together, and went up into mount Sion. 38 

And when they saw the sanctuary desolate, and the altar profaned, and the gates burned up, and shrubs 

growing in the courts as in a forest, or in one of the mountains, yea, and the priests' chambers pulled 

down; 39 They rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and cast ashes upon their heads, 40 And 

fell down flat to the ground upon their faces, and blew an alarm with the trumpets, and cried toward 

heaven. 41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight against those that were in the fortress, until he 

had cleansed the sanctuary. 42 So he chose priests of blameless conversation, such as had pleasure in 

the law: 43 Who cleansed the sanctuary, and bare out the defiled stones into an unclean place. 44 And 

when as they consulted what to do with the altar of burnt offerings, which was profaned; 45 They 

thought it best to pull it down, lest it should be a reproach to them, because the heathen had defiled it: 

wherefore they pulled it down, 46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient 

place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them. 47 Then they took 

whole stones according to the law, and built a new altar according to the former; 48 And made up the 

sanctuary, and the things that were within the temple, and hallowed the courts. 49 They made also new 

holy vessels, and into the temple they brought the candlestick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of 

incense, and the table. 50 And upon the altar they burned incense, and the lamps that were upon the 

candlestick they lighted, that they might give light in the temple. 51 Furthermore they set the loaves 

upon the table, and spread out the veils, and finished all the works which they had begun to make. 52 

Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which is called the month Casleu, in the hundred 

forty and eighth year, they rose up betimes in the morning, 53 And offered sacrifice according to the 

law upon the new altar of burnt offerings, which they had made. 54 Look, at what time and what day 

the heathen had profaned it, even in that was it dedicated with songs, and citherns, and harps, and 

cymbals. 55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worshipping and praising the God of heaven, who 

had given them good success. 56 And so they kept the dedication of the altar eight days and offered 

burnt offerings with gladness, and sacrificed the sacrifice of deliverance and praise. 57 They decked 

also the forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and with shields; and the gates and the chambers 

they renewed, and hanged doors upon them. 58 Thus was there very great gladness among the people, 

for that the reproach of the heathen was put away. 59 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole 

congregation of Israel ordained, that the days of the dedication of the altar should be kept in their 

season from year to year by the space of eight days, from the five and twentieth day of the month 

Casleu, with mirth and gladness.” 

 

This was the first feast of dedication held in 148th year of the Greek or Seleucid period (164 BC). This 

was 3 years after Antiochus Epiphanes of the Grecio-Syrian dynasty had defiled the temple by offering 

a swine on the erected altar on top of the altar table. Under king Antiochus IV, the Jews were severely 

persecuted and many of them died horribly. Those who survived were forced to abandon their faith in 

Jehovah and worshipped the Greek idols. 

 

However, a group of 4 Jewish brothers led by Judas Maccabee decided to form an army of religious 

freedom fighters. These courageous men came to be known as the Maccabees. Though small, they 

took 3 years to defeat the Grecio-Syrian occupation. It was regarded as a miracle and victorious 

deliverance sent from above. 

 

After regaining the temple, the Maccabees removed all idols and sanctified it. The temple was 

rededicated to the Lord on Kislev 25, which was the Feast of Dedication to mark the significant event 

for the Jews. According to tradition, God sent a miraculous provision alongside with this significant 

event by keeping the flame on the menorah burning with oil that can actually only last for a day. In the 

end, the flame managed to burn till the eighth day, giving sufficient time for the Jews to produce and 

sanctify the oil for use. This was the reason why the Feast of Dedication was known as the Feast of 

Light (the Hanukkah). 
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B. Today’s Observance 

 

The Feast of Dedication, more commonly known as Hanukkah today is celebrated by Jewish family 

today. It is a tradition for the family to gather together with the lighting of the menorah. This is 

central to the celebration. The Hanukkah menorah is a candelabra with eight candleholders in a 

row, and a ninth candleholder positioned slightly higher than the rest. 

 

To remember the miracle of the provision of a day’s supply of oil which lasted 8 days is by the 

eating of fried and oily food. Songs were sung and games were played by everyone in the 

household. And there were also gifts exchange, probably added since it was held in proximity to 

Christmas.   

 

III. CONCLUSION 

 

Hanukkah serves as a sober reminder of God’s faithfulness to His people even time of persecution and 

oppression. No matter how powerful and evil the enemies of God try to destroy His people, they will 

never succeed finally. They may be able to kill and destroy them bodily, but they can never destroy 

their soul which have been saved by the precious blood of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

God allowed persecution so that His people may learn to trust in Him and persevere on. His grace is 

all sufficient to help them go through all the suffering and even to die for their faith. All that they need 

to do is to be faithful even unto death. 

 

The keeping of Hanukkah should point the world to Christ who is the Light of the world. This world 

is still in great spiritual darkness. Anyone who wants to be forgiven of all his sins and be saved for 

heaven must come to the only Light which God has sent and provided. Jesus is the Light and only He 

can save. The way the world is going to see this Light is through His people. And they do so by holy 

living and fulfilling the Great Commission in these last days. May God find us faithful when we see 

Christ face to face one day. Amen. 

 


