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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

BIBLICAL FEASTS, FESTIVALS & CUSTOMS OF ISRAEL 

 

LESSON ONE: INTRODUCTION 

 

I. PURPOSE 

 

Almost every religion or culture has their own feasts, festivals and customs. The Jews, being a nation 

called out by God to be His people, are no exception. They observed these feasts and festivals during 

the Old and New Testament times. 

 

During these events, the people stopped all manual labour and devoted themselves totally to these 

celebrations. However, what we need to take note is that, the main feasts and festivals they observed 

are commanded by God (see Exodus 23:14-19 cf. Leviticus 23). 

 

In other words, these Jewish feasts and festivals are biblical. This is important and significant because 

it means God has a spiritual purpose for these feasts and festivals to be kept and observed by His 

people. What is this purpose which we should take special note of? The purpose is Messianic in nature. 

In other words, it is Jesus Christ that is the centre of all these biblical feasts and festivals. 

 

It is the objective of this course to focus on this purpose of God in relation to Christ, and how it applies 

to us as Christians today. 

 

II. DEFINITION 

 

A. Feasts 

 

A feast in its basic definition means a special or large meal with an abundance of food and drink. 

It is often tied to an occasion such as thanksgiving or commemoration due to some ceremonial, 

religious or celebratory reasons. 

 

The word “feast” occurs 123 times while the plural form occurs 32 times in the King James Bible. 

It was specified as the feasts of the LORD (Leviticus 23:2). Leviticus 23:2, “Speak unto the 

children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim 

to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts.” 

 

B. Festivals 

 

A festival in its basic definition means a day or period of celebration, marked by feasting, 

ceremonies or other observances. It could be for religious purposes or as a form of commemoration. 

 

Though the word “festival” is not used in the King James Bible, the idea of it is found in the word 

“feast.” As such, in this course, these words shall be used synonymously and interchangeably. 

 

There were seven main feasts or festivals clearly taught in the Bible. They were: Passover Feast, 

Feast of Unleavened Bread, Feast of Firstfruits, Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), Feast of Trumpet, Day 

of Atonement, and Feast of Tabernacles (Booths). 

 

There were another two feasts which were also observed after the return of the exile and during the 

intertestament period, namely Feasts of Purim (Lots) and Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah or 

Lights). 
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C. Customs 

 

According to Merriam-Webster dictionary, “custom” means “an action or way of behaving that is 

usual and traditional among the people in a particular group or place.” 

 

Besides feasts or festivals observed by the Jews, it is interesting to note there are traditional 

customs that are also observed by them in Israel. There are many manners and customs of Israel 

that can be found in the Bible. However, we will focus on only two main customs: Marriage and 

Funeral. 

 

III. SEVEN MAIN BIBLICAL FEASTS 

 

Out of the seven main biblical feasts (see Leviticus 23), there were three feasts which were highlighted 

in Exodus 23:14-19: Feast of Unleavened Bread (connected to Passover), Feast of Harvest (firstfruits), 

and Feast of Ingathering (Tabernacles or Booths). Why is there a different record of the feasts between 

Exodus 23 and Leviticus 23? I believe Exodus records a general command in relation to the feasts 

which were to be observed while Leviticus records a more detailed descriptions of the feasts together 

with other important feasts that were to be observed around the same time as well. 

 

All males of Israel were required to travel to God’s tabernacle or temple to observe all these feasts 

faithfully. The location where the people were to come before God in worship and to observe these 

feasts was fixed after the conquest of Canaan. At first it was a tabernacle located at Shiloh (see Joshua 

18:1; 1 Samuel 1:3), and then permanently settled in Jerusalem (city of David; see 2 Samuel 6:12). 

And it was in Solomon’s time, the tabernacle was changed into a permanent structure and building 

which was known as Solomon’s temple. 

 

Chart of Biblical Feasts/ Festivals with Main Harvests in Israel 

 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 

Barley Wheat Grapes, Figs, Pomegranates, Olives No Harvest (winter) 

Nisan Iyar Sivan Tammuz Av Elul Tishri Cheshvan Kislev Tevet Shevat Adar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Passover 

(14) 

Unleavened 

Bread 

(15) 

Firstfruits 

(21) 

Pentecost 

(7; 50 days 

after Nisan 16) 

Trumpet 

(1) 

Day of 

Atonement 

(10) 

Tabernacles 

(15) 

Purim 

(14) 

Dedication 

(25) 
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A. Passover Feast 

 

Leviticus 23:5, “In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’s Passover.” 

 

B. Feast of the Unleavened Bread 

 

Leviticus 23:6, “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto 

the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread.” 

 

C. Feast of Firstfruits 

 

Leviticus 23:10b-11, “… When ye be come into the land which I give unto you, and shall reap the 

harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: And he 

shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the 

priest shall wave it.” 

 

D. Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) 

 

Leviticus 23:16, “Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and 

ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD.” 

 

E. Feast of Trumpets 

 

Leviticus 23:24, “Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day 

of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.” 

 

F. Day of Atonement 

 

Leviticus 23:27, “Also on the tenth day of this seventh month there shall be a day of atonement: it 

shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your souls, and offer an offering made 

by fire unto the LORD.” 

 

G. Feast of Tabernacles (Booths) 

 

Leviticus 23:34, “Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh 

month shall be the feast of tabernacles for seven days unto the LORD.” 

 

IV. TWO OTHER BIBLICAL FEASTS 

 

A. Feast of Purim (Lots) 

 

Esther 3:7, “In the first month, that is, the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they 

cast Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from month to month, to the twelfth 

month, that is, the month Adar.” 

 

B. Feast of Dedication (Hanukkah or Lights) 

 

John 10:22-23, “And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was winter. And Jesus 

walked in the temple in Solomon’s porch.” 
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V. TWO MAIN CUSTOMS 

 

A. Marriage Customs 

 

Matthew 25:1-13, “1 Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took 

their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2 And five of them were wise, and five were 

foolish. 3 They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4 But the wise took 

oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6 

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7 

Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give 

us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. 9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be 

not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10 And while 

they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: 

and the door was shut. 11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12 

But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 13 Watch therefore, for ye know 

neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 

 

B. Funeral Customs 

 

Matthew 26:12, “For in that she hath poured this ointment on my body, she did it for my burial.” 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 

As we embarked in our study journey on the biblical feasts, festivals and customs of Israel, it is my 

prayer that we will understand them from the spiritual standpoint in relation to our Saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Salvation is not found in the keeping of these biblical feasts, festivals and customs, but in Jesus Christ 

who was revealed in them. For He is the centre of these biblical feasts, festivals and customs. May 

God be pleased to open our eyes to see Christ in our study of His inspired and preserved Word of 

everlasting life. Amen. 


