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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 

 

LESSON NINE: REFORMED CHURCH 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

All churches which were part of the 16th century Protestant Reformation Movement, were rightly called 

“reformed” churches. Since they sought to distinguish themselves from the “deformed” Roman 

Catholic Church, they were either regarded as “reformed” or “evangelical.” These two terms are 

synonym. 

 

Due to the controversy of the Lord’s Supper from 1529 onwards, the followers of Martin Luther 

decided to call themselves “Lutherans” and separated themselves from the “Calvinists.” The reformed 

churches were divided either as Calvinist or Lutheran. Reformed churches which were Calvinistic 

further divided due to other different doctrines such as Arminianism, Presbyterianism, Baptist, etc. 

Some of them may still be called reformed as they wanted to be identified with the 16th century 

Protestant Reformation Movement, for examples like Reformed Presbyterian, Reformed Baptist etc. 

Though using the same name “reformed,” they function independently from one another. 

 

In this lesson, we shall study the beginning of the Reformed denomination and also what has affected 

the reformed churches today. May God help us. 

 

II. THE BEGINNING OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 

 

A. Since Pentecost of Acts 2, the power of the Holy Spirit in the work of evangelism and fulfilment 

of the Great Commission has never stopped until now. It was one church in many locations, 

beginning from Jerusalem, Judaea, Samaria, and beyond. Persecutions of Christians continued 

until the early 4th century when Constantine the Great christianised the Roman Empire. The Church 

in Rome rose into power, and better life was promised to Christians at large. 

 

B. Due to power struggles and doctrinal differences, the Church split into two parts: The Eastern 

Orthodox Church headed by the patriarch of Constantinople, and the Latin Western Church led by 

the bishop of Rome called the pope. The Latin Western Church came to be known as the Roman 

Catholic Church. The Church seeped into the dark ages for almost a millennium. 

 

C. After a thousand year of dark ages during the Medieval time, God raised up Martin Luther to lead 

in the 16th century Protestant Reformation Movement. He was fighting against the evil of 

indulgences when he nailed the 95 theses on the castle door of Wittenberg in Oct 30, 1517. The 

reformation also marked the very first time the Bible is accessible to the common people when it 

was translated into the common people’s languages. Not only that, with the new invention of the 

printing press, the Bible was printed and distributed far and wide. If this is not God’s providence, 

what is? 

 

D. Though many reformers died a martyr’s death under the tyranny and power of the Roman Catholic 

Church, many churches began as a result of the Protestant Reformation. These churches were 

determined to be reformed, which was a return to the faithful peaching and teaching of the Word 

of God which had been long lost during the dark ages. It was a spiritual revival. 
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E. The reformed Protestant churches include the followings: Lutherans in Germany, Anglican 

(Episcopalian) churches and Methodist churches in England, Baptist churches in Holland, 

Reformed churches in Switzerland and France, Presbyterian churches in Scotland. All these 

Christian denominations were strong in their effort in promoting evangelism and missions. As a 

result, they spread to America and as far as to the far east of Asia and down under. 

 

F. The founding of Reformed churches in Switzerland is Ulrich Zwingli while in France is John 

Calvin. However, it was Calvin’s teachings that became dominant and became the leading force in 

these Reformed churches as they spread across Europe such as Netherlands (Holland), Scotland, 

England, and by the 18th century, to North America, Africa, and to Asia. A special mention must 

be made to John Knox who was responsible of bringing the reformed teachings of Calvinism to 

Scotland. Though reformed and Calvinistic, he established and built up the Church of Scotland 

with a strong sense of church government according to Scripture called Presbyterian. 

 

III. UNDERSTANDING THE CURRENT SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE REFORMED 

CHURCH 

 

A. We are living in a dark and confusing world. The master deceiver, Satan has been actively going 

about in his works of deception to destroy God’s people. He tried to keep the Bible from the people 

which he has succeeded during the dark ages. But he lost miserably when God raised up Martin 

Luther to bring about the 16th century Protestant Reformation Movement. The Bible returned to 

the hands of the people of God to be their perfect light and guide once again. 

 

B. But the devil has not given up. Today, though the Bible is in the hands of God’s people, he cleverly 

undermined what is in their hand as not inspired and inerrant. He caused the rise of liberalism and 

modernism. Many reformed churches fell prey to his deception. In these churches, the Bible no 

longer holds the supreme place of authority and rule in the people’s life and practices. In the name 

of evangelism and love, they are willing to unite with those of different teachings and convictions. 

 

C. The rise of ecumenism, charismatism, new evangelicalism, and new fundamentalism, had caused 

many of the Reformed churches to blur the line of true Christianity. Biblical separation became a 

sour doctrine. And some even taught that the Protestant Reformation is a mistake and they were 

calling for a return to the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

D. Having said that, not all reformed churches are the same. Some of them are dispensational 

(baptistic), amillennial, anti-Semitic, and puritanical in terms of their lifestyle and worship. Some 

are also anti-KJV and use modern versions of the English Bible such as the New International 

Version (NIV), Revised Version (RV) and English Standard Version (ESV). These could probably 

become the main reasons why we would not associate ourselves with them. 

 

IV. SUMMARY 

 

The current spiritual condition of reformed churches today is a serious one. It is no longer reformed 

but deformed, sad to say. Probably the only consolation is that not all reformed churches have fallen, 

there is still a remnant of them who remain faithful and “earnestly contending for the faith which was 

once delivered unto the saints.” 

 

Be sure the devil will not leave them alone. Will our brethren of these reformed churches stand fast to 

the faithful Word to the end? It is our prayer that these reformed churches will keep on fighting a good 

fight of faith, even unto death. May God be merciful. Amen. 


