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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 

 

LESSON EIGHT: PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The Presbyterian denomination is probably one of the closest to the Scriptures among all the other 

denominations in terms of its doctrines and practices. One could easily link Presbyterianism to 

Calvinism as it grew out of the teachings by John Calvin. However, John Calvin is not the founder of 

the Presbyterian denomination. It is John Knox of Scotland. 

 

According to statistics by Wikipedia, there are about 75 million Presbyterians worldwide. In 

Singapore, there are 21,000 members in 37 Presbyterian churches. It has one Synod and two 

Presbyteries, the English Presbytery and the Chinese Presbytery. The Presbyterian Church in 

Singapore is also linked to a number of Presbyterian schools. 

 

In this lesson, we shall study the beginning of the Presbyterian denomination and also what has 

overtaken the Presbyterian church today. May God help us. 

 

II. THE BEGINNING OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

A. Though Presbyterianism grew out of John Calvin’s teachings, John Knox (1505 – 1572) is 

rightfully called the founder of Presbyterianism. John Knox was born in Haddington, Scotland and 

educated at the University of Glasgow. He became a Roman Catholic priest, however he was 

attracted to the preaching of a Scottish Protestant reformer George Wishart. 

 

B. In 1533, Knox fled England because of the religious persecution which followed the coronation of 

Mary, daughter of King Henry VII. He went to Geneva where he studied under John Calvin (1509 

– 1564). He returned to Scotland in 1559 where he spent the rest of his life establishing Calvinistic 

theology in Scotland. Presbyterianism became a very strong influence to the Church of Scotland. 

It was in 1592 that the Church of Scotland was established as a Presbyterian denomination. 

 

C. Presbyterianism was considered the purest form of Calvinism. It was John Knox who introduced 

Presbyterianism to be established as a church denomination. It was named Presbyterian Church 

based on its form of government. The Church is made up of congregations, Presbyteries and Synod. 

Although each congregation enjoys considerable freedom in dealing with her own affairs, the 

congregations are organized so that the Synod possesses great influence, as well as judicial power 

over the congregations. There are three main offices in each congregation: Pastor, ruling Elder and 

Deacon. The Synod possessed the authority and has the power to formulate doctrines and exercise 

ecclesiastical discipline. The Synod reserves the right to call for the General Assembly. The 

Presbyterian’s doctrines of faith and practices are formed at the General Assembly. 
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III. UNDERSTANDING THE CURRENT SPIRITUAL CONDITION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 

 

A. In terms of doctrinal distinctives, generally the Presbyterian churches in Singapore and Southeast 

Asia are still fundamental and biblical. Though they may be sound in their constitutions and 

statements of faith, they are no strict adherence to the doctrine of biblical separation. Most of them 

are open and sympathetic towards other denominations which are charismatic and ecumenical. The 

latest is the tolerance and acceptance towards the LGBTQ community. Love is the overarching 

theme, and doctrine has been coldly chucked aside. 

 

B. The Presbyterian church also allow ordination of women pastors, elders and preachers in the church 

leadership. They have put aside the male dominance leadership as clearly taught in the Holy 

Scriptures. This affected not only the leadership on church level but also in individual homes. More 

and more female Bible study leaders are sharing equal roles as men in leading the homes, and small 

classes. As such, we will not fellowship and join hands with the Presbyterian church. 

 

C. A more important issue must be dealt with in relation to the Presbyterian church in America. Even 

though the Presbyterian church in Singapore may be independent from the Presbyterian church in 

America, they bear the same name as Presbyterian. It is important for us to keep in mind the falling 

away of Christian churches today, and the Presbyterian church is one of them. 

 

D. What happen to the Presbyterian church in American? In the past, Presbyterians were defenders of 

fundamental doctrines such as predestination, infant baptism, etc., but today Presbyterians are not 

bothered about them anymore. The heart and soul of Presbyterian in America today is modernism. 

Modernists do not believe the Bible as a product from God. They reduce God’s Word to become 

man’s word. They equated the doctrine of inspiration to the work of Shakespeare. It is not divine 

but merely genius or of great ability. 

 

E. The Westminster Confession of Faith may still be kept as the official creed of Presbyterianism but 

the truth is that it is no longer believed and honoured today. Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878 – 1969), 

a Baptist minister was called to pastor at First Presbyterian Church in New York. It was there 

where Fosdick’s eloquence earned him a reputation among liberals and conservatives alike. He 

became a champion preacher for modernism. In the end, he was forced to leave the Presbyterian 

Church because of his modernistic views, but now if he were to be alive today, he would fit right 

in. 

 

F. The Presbyterian Church today no longer believes in the authority of the Holy Scripture as defined 

by the Westminster Confession of Faith. The Westminster Confession of Faith states, “The 

authority of the Holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon 

the testimony of any man or church, but wholly upon God, (who is truth itself), the author thereof; 

and therefore it is to be received because it is the word of God” (Chapter I). 

 

G. The Confession of 1967, accepted by the 178th General Assembly of the United Presbyterian 

Church, states more accurately in the belief of Presbyterians today in relation to the Bible: “The 

Bible is to be interpreted in the light of its witness to God’s work of reconciliation in Christ. The 

Scriptures, given under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, are nevertheless the words of men, 

conditioned by the language, thought forms, and literary fashions of the places and times at which 

they were written. They reflect views of life, history, and the cosmos which were then current.” 

Today the vast majority of Presbyterian ministers and preachers do not believe that the Bible is 

verbally inspired and that it is the word of God. 
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H. A representative view of modern Presbyterianism can be seen in a booklet titled “The Fascinating 

Doctrine of Predestination” by Dick McEuen, a clergyman for the First Presbyterian Church. He 

wrote, “The doctrine of predestination is without a doubt the least understood and most maligned 

doctrine of the Christian faith...The blessed thing about Christian Doctrine is that there are no right 

or wrong answers. There is no winning an argument or losing an argument. It is not a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ 

situation...So any study begins with a realization that there is no absolute proof of any doctrine. 

Scripture seems to substantiate both sides of any arguments” (Jasper, Florida, April 27, 1988). By 

such a view and argument, the authority of the Scripture has been severely undermined. What an 

evil and blatant claim and assessment of God’s holy Word! 

 

IV. SUMMARY 

 

Do not be naïve and deceived just because a church is named Presbyterian. On the outset, it means that 

this Presbyterian church is governed by elders. It is important to examine her doctrine as well as 

practices in light of the Holy Scripture. 

 

Not only that, there is also a need to find out how separate she is with other denominations and 

movements. If she is opened and sympathetic towards those who are involved in charismatism or 

ecumenism, then there is valid reason not to associate with her at all, especially on the church level. 

There should be no cooperation or fellowship possible with her even though she is a Presbyterian 

church. 

 

It is sad that Presbyterianism has become more modernistic today. May God be merciful to open the 

eyes of the Presbyterian elders and leaders to be obedient to His Word and teach the whole counsel of 

God faithfully. Amen.   

 


