
1 

 

TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 

 

LESSON SIX: BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

By its name “Baptist,” it is inevitably the distinction of this denomination for more than 400 years of 

history and existence. There are 40 million Baptists worldwide. There are 9,200 Baptists from 37 

Baptist churches in Singapore. 

 

We remember some of the past and famous Baptist ministers like John Bunyan, John Gill, William 

Carey, and Charles Spurgeon. Some of today’s Baptist ministers are DA Waite, John MacArthur, John 

Piper, and Peter Masters. We benefited much from their biblical teachings and theological insights. 

 

In this lesson, we shall study the beginning of the Baptist denomination and also their distinctive 

teachings that made them different from us. May God help us. 

 

II. THE BEGINNING OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

A. In 1609, a man called John Smyth baptized himself and others in Amsterdam. He was a Puritan, 

and an English Separatist who was exiled to Amsterdam. Earlier, he had broken ties with the 

Church of England because like several others, he was disappointed that the Anglican teachings 

and practices remain uncorrected though separated from Roman Catholicism. The core teachings 

that John Smyth upheld were: 

 

1. The Bible, not church tradition or religious creed, was the guide in all matters of faith and 

practice. 

2. The church should be made up of believers only, not all people born in the local parish. 

3. The church should be governed by those believers, not by hierarchical figures like bishops. 

 

B. Being convinced that one should be baptized as a believer, John Smyth therefore baptized himself 

and others. That was the beginning of the Baptist denomination. Since most of the Baptists were 

converted from Catholicism, they were already baptized as infants. And because they were “re-

baptised,” the Roman Catholic Church thus labelled them as “Anabaptists.” 

 

C. There was another man called Thomas Helwys who was baptized by John Smyth, began to question 

him of the authenticity of his self-administered baptism. In 1612, he and some others returned to 

England to establish the first Baptist Church in English soil. 

 

D. To make the distinction between the Baptist denomination in Holland and England, the Baptist 

Church under John Smyth is called the General Baptist while the Baptist Church under Thomas 

Helwys is called the Particular Baptist. General Baptist is Arminian in theology while Particular 

Baptist is Calvinistic in theology. 

 

E. Throughout the 17th century, the Baptists were persecuted for their beliefs and teachings. They 

became known as “Nonconformists,” or “Dissenters.” They refused to become members of the 

Church of England, contending that it was Christ who was the Head of the Church, not the monarch. 
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F. In 1813, both the General and Particular Baptist groups eventually came together to form a General 

Union, which became the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland in the late 19th century. It was 

in 19th century that saw a period of significant growth of the Baptist movement. One of the greatest 

Baptist preachers was Charles Haddon Spurgeon who drew crowds in their thousands. 

 

III. UNDERSTANDING THE DISTINCTIVES OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH 

 

Among the Baptist congregations, there are a mixture of both Arminianism and Calvinism in their 

beliefs and teachings. It shall not be discussed in this lesson concerning the Arminian teachings in the 

light of the Calvinistic theology. However, we shall look at the Baptist distinctives and how they are 

different from the Bible standpoint. 

 

A. Mode of Baptism 

 

The Baptist’s mode of baptism is one and only one: Fully immersion. It is applied only to 

professing believers while upholding that water baptism is a means of grace and not a means of 

salvation. One who is baptised is given a valid admission to becoming a member of a local Baptist 

Church which automatically includes the privilege of service and partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 

However, does the Bible teach water baptism as sprinkling or immersion? The following is adapted 

from “Chapter 12: Church Sacraments (I): Water Baptism” from the Basic Bible Knowledge 

(BBK) class notes of Truth B-P Church. 

 

1. Definition 

 

a. Oxford Dictionary: Religious rite of immersing person in, or sprinkling him with water, as 

a sign of purification and of admission to the Church. 

 

b. The word “baptism” means “to dip,” “immerse” or “sprinkle.” In the Bible, baptism means 

a religious ceremony employing water to symbolize purification and initiation on the basis 

of repentance. 

 

c. Ceremonial purification by washing with water was practiced in Old Testament times by 

God’s people during the Exodus (Exodus 29:4; Leviticus 14:8,9; Numbers 19:13) and 

monarchical period (2 Kings 5:10; 2 Chronicles 4:2,6). From these accounts we may regard 

Old Testament ceremonial cleansing as the forerunner of Christian Baptism. 

 

d. Water Baptism is a public declaration of one’s faith in Christ and identification with Him. 

It must be done in the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Only water must be used and not some other elements such as sand, flag, etc. 

 

e. According to Westminster Shorter Catechism Q94 ‘What is baptism?’, the answer is 

‘Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water in the Name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and 

partaking of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord’s.’ 

 

2. Significance 

 

a. Water baptism is more than just a symbolic ceremonial act. It has profound significance in 

the life of a believer. It is a means of grace. It is not a ‘means of grace’ toward salvation 

which is a doctrine of baptismal regeneration which we reject completely. It is a means of 

grace toward consecration, obedience and spiritual blessing. Water baptism does not save 

anyone. Only faith in Christ can save. 
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b. The washing of the body with water in baptism does represent and signify the washing of 

the soul from sin by the blood of Jesus Christ. By our ingrafting into Christ, is meant our 

being cut off from our old stock of nature, and being joined into Jesus Christ, whereby we 

come to draw virtue from Him as our root, that we may grow up in Him, and bring forth 

fruit unto Him. 

 

3. Prerequisites 

 

a. Instruction (Matthew 28:19; Acts 8:35-37). Before a person can be baptized, he must be 

instructed in the basic doctrines of the Bible and understand the meaning and significance 

of baptism. 

 

b. Faith (Acts 2:41; 8:37). Once a person has been instructed in the way of salvation and has 

accepted Christ as his Saviour, he is ready to follow the Lord in believer’s baptism. The 

Bible order is always salvation first, then water baptism. 

 

4. Immersion or Sprinking? 

 

a. Some would hold that the meaning of baptism can only refer to immersion in water while 

there are others who say that it is a ritual that involves water to symbolize spiritual 

cleansing. Well, there is certainly no biblical warrant concerning the amount of water used 

in baptism. Dr John Sung, being a Baptist said, ‘More faith less water, less faith more 

water.’ The late Rev Timothy Tow says, 'Water more or less, the Gospel is the best.' 

 

b. One strong reason why the practice of water baptism by sprinkling is biblical because in 

the Old and New Testaments, cleansing is done usually by sprinkling, especially the 

furniture for religious purposes or sacrificial ceremonies. Based on the explanation, we 

allow that both immersion and sprinkling may lawfully be practiced. 

 

B. Infant Baptism 

 

The Baptist’s belief on baptism is that only professing believers can be baptised. Since infants are 

unable to profess and confess their sins at their infancy, it is meaningless to baptise them. 

Moreover, to them there is no biblical basis and no clear example from Scripture for infant baptism. 

They even regard this as a devilish doctrine since the Roman Catholic Church practiced it. Is the 

doctrine of baptising infant unbiblical? The following is the explanation of why infant baptism is 

biblical: 

 

1. A Covenant between Believing Parents and God 

 

When God called Abraham to be a father of many nations, He instituted the ceremonial rite of 

circumcision (Genesis 17:9-11). This was God’s covenant for blessing with His chosen people, 

the Jews. 

 

Circumcision is administered to male infants of the Jews at the age of 8 days. The infant having 

no ability to understand or know the significance of circumcision, nonetheless was by the 

initiative and obedience of his parents to keep the covenant initiated by God. Since water 

baptism takes the place of circumcision, infants of believing baptized parents ought to be 

baptized as well. 
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2. A New Testament Practise 

 

In several New Testament accounts, we have reason to believe that the apostles Peter and Paul 

received children in water baptism. Infant baptism is implicitly taught in the Scriptures. At 

Pentecost Peter said to the new converts, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you … For the 

promise is unto you, and to your children…” (Acts 2:38,39). Paul at Philippi baptized Lydia 

and her household (Acts 16:15), and the keeper of prison, “… he and all his, straightway” (Acts 

16:33). 

 

3. Significance 

 

What is the significance of including children in the new covenant of baptism? It may be 

objected to on the grounds that the child does not yet understand its meaning, and is not able 

to exercise faith in Christ for salvation. Just as in Old Testament times, believing Jewish parents 

bring their children in faith for circumcision, so likewise in New Testament times believing 

parents bring their children in faith for baptism. In both instances, the parents are claiming 

God’s covenant blessing for their children. 

 

In bringing their children for baptism, believing parents are including them in God’s promise 

of blessing. At the same time, they promise God to faithfully bring up their children in the fear 

and knowledge of God and in the doctrines of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

 

A child is not born again by water baptism. It is a covenantal promise of the parents’ faith that 

the child belongs to God and desire that the covenantal blessings to be extended to the child as 

well. For the child, the sign comes first, and the faith comes afterwards. 

 

C. Congregational Governance 

 

1. The Baptist Church’s governance is congregational. There are three main forms of Church 

Government, namely: Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congregational. 

 

a. Episcopal. The principal officer in this system is the Bishop who is appointed by a higher 

authority. The congregation is ruled by someone in whose appointment they have no part. 

 

b. Presbyterian. There is a governing body of Elders who are elected by the congregation. 

This is the closest to the New Testament pattern of Church Government. 

 

c. Congregational. In this system, the primary responsibility of government lies in the hands 

of the Congregation, Christ Himself being recognized as the Head of the Church. 

 

2. Although the Baptist Church’s governance is congregational, it is “ironical” to find that most 

Baptist Church do have elders and deacons serving as church leaders as if they are in a 

Presbyterian Church. The Bible has listed the blueprint of the New Testament Church for 

believers to follow. The Church is to be governed by the plurality of elders. And at times, the 

deacons of Baptist churches function as elders though they are appointed as deacons. It is 

important to know the different role of pastors, elders and deacons in the church, and not be 

confused. 
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3. Officers in the Church according to the Bible 

 

a. Pastor 

 

The word means 'shepherd.' Only God is the great Shepherd. A pastor is God's 

undershepherd. He is to lead God's people just as a shepherd would lead his own sheep 

(Acts 20:28). A pastor is also an overseer of the house of God (1 Peter 5:2). Very often a 

pastor is an elder of the church. This gives the idea of a man's mature leadership ability (1 

Timothy 5:17). The qualifications of a pastor are given in 1 Timothy 3:1-7. 

 

b. Elder 

 

The role, duties, qualifications and responsibilities of an elder are quite similar to that of a 

pastor. However, we do see a difference when we consider today's context of both 

leadership. Usually an elder is a layman; one who holds a secular job while assuming 

leadership role in the church. A pastor usually serves full-time in the church which enables 

him to engage himself fully to all spiritual works. Examples are preaching, teaching, caring, 

counseling, and visiting. Today we usually classify them in this manner:  Pastor - 

Teaching Elder (Preaching the Word of God) and;  Board of Elders - Ruling Elder 

(Church Government & Discipline). 

 

c. Deacon 

 

The word deacon means 'servant.' He is not to rule as an elder rules. The office of deacon 

was designed and instituted to relieve the pastor or elder that they may have more time to 

pray and minister the Word to the congregation. The qualifications of deacon are given in 

1 Timothy 3:8-13. In the New Testament, the primary duty of the deacon was to serve tables 

and distribute to the widows and the poor. But today in our modern society, the role of the 

deacon has expanded. They were part of the government of the church and involved in 

decision making together with the pastor and elders. 

 

IV. SUMMARY 

 

Though we may not hold to the same understanding of water baptism in its mode and availability to 

infant, we are similar with the Baptist in terms of their Dispensational-Premillennial doctrine of 

Eschatology and Calvinistic in theology. It is a matter of agree to disagree understanding. We can still 

fellowship with the Baptists in this regard. 

 

However, it is unfortunate that many of the fundamental Baptist churches today are involved in the 

New Evangelical and Charismatic movements. As such, we will only fellowship with those Baptist 

churches which remained reformed in theology, and conservative in their worship style and church 

music. May God continue to help us earnestly contend for the faith once delivered unto the saints. 

Amen.  

 

 

 


