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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 

 

LESSON FIVE: ANGLICAN CHURCH 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, “Anglican” on its own simply means “English” but its full 

meaning is referred to as “relating to England” or “the English nation.” The historical background of 

the word “Anglican” in relation to the Christian Church traces its root to the Church of England. 

 

Not all Anglican churches labelled themselves as “Anglican.” Some are called “Episcopal” especially 

in America, and they are part of the Anglican denomination. To date, there are 85 million Anglicans 

worldwide. In Singapore, there are about 22,000 Anglicans. 

 

In this lesson, we will learn about the beginning of the Anglican Church in history. We will also 

evaluate their beliefs and teachings whether they are sound and biblical today. May God help us. 

 

II. THE BEGINNING OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

 

A. In AD1501, Catherine of Aragon who was a Spanish princess married Arthur, Prince of Wales. 

This union was specially arranged by Pope Julius II in order to strengthen the alliance between 

Spain and England. After 5 months of marriage, both Catherine and Arthur became sick due to an 

outbreak of a disease called the “sweating sickness.” However, Catherine managed to recover, but 

Arthur did not make it. As such, Catherine became a young widow. But Spain insisted that 

Catherine should marry Henry who was her late husband’s brother and also successor as Prince of 

Wales. According to the Catholic doctrine, such a union was sinful. However, Pope Julius II 

granted his permission and the marriage took place. 

 

B. Henry ascended to the throne of England in AD1509 as King Henry VIII. He ruled for almost 38 

years from AD1509 to AD1547. At first, his reign was harmonious with the Catholic Church. He 

strongly opposed the doctrines of Martin Luther. His stand against the Protestant movement was 

so strong that the Pope bestowed on him the title “Defender of the Faith.” 

 

C. However, as years passed, King Henry VIII was getting anxious and troubled that there had been 

no son born to Catherine, and thus there was no male heir to the throne. Somehow, he was led to 

believe that God was punishing him for marrying his later brother’s wife as it was an immoral 

relationship according to the Catholic doctrine. 

 

D. In AD1527, he requested Pope Clement VII to annul his marriage with Catherine and allow him to 

marry Ann Boleyn. But the Pope refused as he was “afraid” to offend King Charles V of Spain, 

being the uncle of Catherine. That caused King Henry to break away from the Pope and the 

Catholic Church. 

 

E. King Henry took his case to the English people and government. In AD1532, he obtained 

recognition from the clergy of his position as the supreme head of the Church of England. He 

managed to convince the Parliament in AD1533 to enact a law which declared the King of England 

to be “their single protector and only supreme Lord, as far as that is permitted by the law of Christ, 

the supreme head of the church and of the clergy.” 
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F. King Henry married Anne Boleyn in a wedding service secretly. After she was pregnant, they had 

another wedding service and this time it was public. At the same time, his marriage with Catherine 

was made null and void. And his marriage with Anne Boleyn was good and valid. Soon after in 

AD1534, the Pope declared King Henry to be excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church. 

In the same year, the Parliament, in the Act of Supremacy, officially began the Church of England 

and made King Henry the head of the Church of England which was the Anglican Church. Since 

then, King Henry severed his relationship with the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

G. That was the beginning of the Anglican Church which made a clean break from the Roman Catholic 

Church, albeit due to the personal affair of King Henry VIII and not due to any doctrinal issue. As 

Anne though was able to have children with King Henry, she failed to produce any male heir. As 

such, King Henry soon got tired of her and plotted her death. After he succeeded, he married Jane 

Seymour. Jane gave birth to a male heir, Edward but she died 12 days later from postpartum 

complications. 

 

H. In AD1547, King Henry VIII died due to poor health. King Edward VI succeeded his father to be 

the next king of England as well as the head of the Anglican Church. He was only 9 years’ old 

when he was crowned. Under the influence of adult advisors, he moved England toward a 

Protestant nation. 

 

I. In AD1549, the First Act of Uniformity was passed, making the Roman Catholic mass illegal in 

England. All icons and statues as well as wall paintings were removed from the Church. “The 

Common Prayer Book” was introduced, which was printed in English, rather than in Latin. The 

doctrines of the Church were also defined in “The Forty-Two Articles of Religion” (revised and 

renamed as “Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion” in AD1563). These two articles were adopted as 

the creed of the Church of England under the reign of King Edward VI until today.  

 

III.  UNDERSTANDING THE ERRONOUS TEACHINGS OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

 

Over the years, the Anglican doctrines and practices had veered away from the Roman Catholic Church 

and moved closer to Reformed theology such as the teachings by Martin Luther and John Calvin. 

However, there are still some semblances of the Catholic teachings in their understanding. Not only 

that, the Church of England tends to be liberal in their practices such as ordaining women as well as 

gay bishops, though not all Anglican churches are in the same agreement. We shall look at some of 

erroneous teachings and practices of the Anglican Church. 

 

A. The Mystery of the Lord’s Supper 

 

Based on the Anglican’s Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, Chapter XXVIII of the Lord's Supper 

states: 

 

‘The Supper of the Lord is not only a sign of the love that Christians ought to have among 

themselves one to another, but rather it is a Sacrament of our Redemption by Christ's death: 

insomuch that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same, the Bread which 

we break is a partaking of the Body of Christ; and likewise the Cup of Blessing is a partaking 

of the Blood of Christ. 

 

Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of Bread and Wine) in the Supper of the 

Lord, cannot be proved by Holy Writ; but is repugnant to the plain words of Scripture, 

overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament, and hath given occasion to many superstitions. 

 

The Body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, in the Supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual 

manner. And the mean whereby the Body of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper, is Faith. 
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The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was not by Christ's ordinance reserved, carried about, 

lifted up, or worshipped.’ 

 

Evaluation: A close examination of the above article, one would agree wholeheartedly what has 

been stated is indeed the biblical and reformed view of the Lord’s Supper. It is clear that this 

statement was written to defend against the Catholic’s doctrine on the Lord’s Supper. However, 

both the Anglican and Catholic representatives had come together to “clarify” on certain terms 

regarding the Lord’s Supper and both came to an agreement that the presence of Christ in the holy 

elements remain a mystery. 

 

As such, both retained their dogma and yet somehow agree together that Christ’s presence in the 

Lord’s Supper remains a mystery. And because of this, they are not going to allow this doctrine of 

the Lord’s Supper become an issue of separation, and therefore both the Anglicans and Catholics 

are free to retain whatever understanding they had of the Lord’s Supper (eucharist). The following 

is the agreement they made in 1971, ‘We believe that we have reached substantial agreement on 

the doctrine of the eucharist. Although we are all conditioned by the traditional ways in which we 

have expressed and practiced our eucharistic faith, we are convinced that if there are any remaining 

points of disagreement they can be resolved on the principles here established. We acknowledge a 

variety of theological approaches within both our communions. But we have seen it as our task to 

find a way of advancing together beyond the doctrinal disagreements of the past. It is our hope that 

in view of the agreement which we have reached on eucharistic faith, this doctrine will no longer 

constitute an obstacle to the unity we seek.’ 

 

How is the Lord’s Supper a mystery? It is a mystery because it contains deep and significant 

meaning behind the holy elements in which they ought to be taken at the communion table. That’s 

why the Lord’s Supper is a sacrament. However, we cannot hide behind “mystery” to allow other 

erroneous meaning and understanding what the holy elements are not supposed to be. There is only 

one meaning and that has been defined in God’s holy Word. 

 

The mystery has been revealed in the Holy Scriptures clearly what the Lord’s Supper is supposed 

to mean. Apostle Paul has warned the danger of partaking the Lord’s Supper without discerning 

the Lord’s body (see 1 Corinthians 11:29). Not only one must examine his own faith before 

partaking the Lord’s Supper, it is important for him to understand rightly what the Lord’s Supper 

really mean. Otherwise, he would be partaking of the bread and the cup unworthily and bringing 

damnation to himself. 

 

The Anglicans ought to have remained firm and strong on what they believe according to their 

“Thirty-Nine Articles of the Religion.” Hiding behind the word “mystery,” they had done to the 

Lord a great disservice by reducing the importance of the Lord’s Supper for the sake of uniting 

with the Catholics. Did they not forsake doctrines and truth because of love and unity? Beware of 

such compromisation! 

 

B. Women Ordained as Bishops 

 

The Church of England or the Anglican Church existed for 460 years before the ordination of 

women became a reality. In 1994, 32 women were ordained as priests in Bristol Cathedral by the 

Bishop. Prior to this, the ordination of women was already common among the Anglican 

denomination in other countries since the first woman, Florence Li Tim Oi, was ordained in the 

Portuguese colony of Macao in 1944, a time when there was a shortage of male candidates because 

of the war. 
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Even though there were oppositions to the ordination of women among the bishops in the Anglican 

Church, majority were in favour. As such, it has been accepted as a norm in the Anglican 

denomination. Only a few Anglican churches refused to accept this change, and the priests in these 

churches will not be discriminated against or had their promotion affected by this opposition. 

 

Evaluation: The blueprint for the New Testament church is to be led by male leadership. The Bible 

does not discriminate the female gender because of ego but for functional purpose. Both man and 

woman are equal in the sight of God. But God has revealed His method of leadership for the church 

to follow (see 1 Timothy 2:11-14). Each time, the qualifications of church office (elders and 

deacons) were mentioned, they were directed to man and not woman (see 1 Timothy 3; Titus 1). 

 

There could be exception when male leadership is not available and therefore the most mature 

woman can be appointed to lead the church. However, the plan must always be to train up the men 

in the church to take up the leadership. And when the time comes that a man has been found ready, 

the appointed woman must let him to step up and she must step down. We can make such an 

exception, but we must not make exception to become a rule. Let exception remains as an 

exception. 

 

It is unbiblical and definitely dishonouring God to ordain women to offices such as elders or 

bishops. There is a Scriptural proof for women deacon (see Romans 16:1). Other than that, there 

is no example in Scripture for women pastors or elders. To go against the Scripture is to go against 

God’s will. Beware of such compromisation! 

 

C. Homosexuality as Alternative Lifestyle 

 

In 1998, at the 13th Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops passed a resolution “rejecting 

homosexual practice as incompatible with Scripture.”  Anglican churches are diverse in their views 

concerning homosexuality. Some of them reject homosexuals as members while there are others 

who are opened to even homosexual bishops. The struggle on this controversial topic remains. It 

was in 2005, the Church of England affirms that gay members are allowed to partake the 

sacraments, confirmation and communion. In 2013, a statement was issued to allow gay persons 

to be considered as candidates for bishop. In 2016, it was made public that Bishop Nicholas 

Chamberlain was gay and became the first gay Anglican bishop in England. 

 

The Anglican denomination, though still forbid same sex union or marriage, but because of its 

liberal stance and sympathy towards the gay community, it is only a matter of time before this will 

become a reality. Can homosexuality be a gift from God as something that is genetic and nothing 

immoral about it? 

 

Evaluation: Nothing can be further from the truth of God’s Word. Homosexuality is condemned in 

the Bible (see Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; 1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Timothy 1:10). It is not only a moral 

issue, it is a spiritual problem which traces its root to sin. It is not genetic, as those who argued 

from both the medical and scientific standpoint. There is no proof at all. Even if there is, the truth 

is that the Bible condemns it. Since God has called it an abomination, how can we who are His 

people say otherwise? It is definitely not a gift from God. It should not be considered as an 

alternative lifestyle. Beware of such abomination! 

 

D. Episcopal Church Government 

 

Like the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church, the Anglican Church accepted 

the doctrine of apostolic succession. They believe this is what gives them the authority, and to 

continue the office of bishop by way of succession.  
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The Anglican Church is run by episcopal form of church government. The Archbishop of 

Canterbury is the principal head of the Anglican denomination worldwide, however the Queen of 

England is considered the supreme governor of the Church of England. Such a relationship is 

confusing. 

 

Evaluation: If apostolic succession is true, then who holds the right succession since all these 

denominations are different from one another? Is this not a power fight in disguise since all of them 

claim to be true? 

 

As for the relationship between the Church and the State, what we have learnt from the New 

Testament Church is to keep a clear distinction between the Church and the State. The Church 

ought not to meddle into the secular affairs of the State. The Church is to keep to her main purpose 

and that is to fulfil the Great Commission to the saving of souls in these last days.  

 

IV. SUMMARY 

 

Base on the Anglican’s Articles of faith, you will not be able to find any article that is against Scripture. 

However, these articles have become historical documents which are largely unknown to most 

Anglicans today. The general message that the Anglican churches is preaching today is a gospel of 

love that seeks to unite and love all men. 

 

As such, the Anglican churches by and large are not strong in their doctrines. It has become a routine 

manner of worship, that one could hardly see any distinction between an Anglican Church and the 

Catholic Church, especially when many of the Anglican churches have retained images and priestly 

robes that resemble the Catholic’s. The Anglicans may not bow down to these images but they do not 

know of their true purpose other than to aid them in worship. 

 

The Anglican’s acceptance of women bishops as well as homosexuality as an alternative lifestyle are 

just some of the unbiblical practices which are serious enough for us to separate from them. Whenever 

opportunity arises, we must address these serious issues with our Anglican friends and relatives that 

they may know the truth and the biblical understanding behind them from the Bible standpoint. And 

let us do so in love and with much patience. May God help us. Amen. 

 

 

 


