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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 

 

LESSON FIFTEEN: CONCLUSION 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

We have achieved our purpose of this introductory study of Christian denominations and movements, 

and that is to evaluate whether the teachings and practices under them are biblical or not when 

measured against the Holy Scriptures. The evaluation is not based on any personal opinion but what 

the Bible teaches. 

 

It is God’s will for His people to be united as one people under Him in love and truth. However, due 

to the slight or more differences that existed among the denominations, it is inevitable that there might 

be no fellowship possible until these differences are resolved. Some of these differences are 

fundamental and serious pertaining to the right understanding of our salvation. These differences arose 

due to different interpretations and understanding of the Bible. Most, if not all, claimed to have the 

right interpretation, yet it is impossible that all of them are right at the same time. There is no way to 

resolve this but to separate from them according to Scripture. 

 

In this last lesson, we shall revise and recap what we have learnt in our evaluation of these 

denominations and movements. May God help us. 

 

II. LESSONS LEARNT FROM DENOMINATIONS  

 

A. Roman Catholic Church 

 

1. The Roman Catholic Church (RCC) is the largest and oldest denomination in the whole world. 

The RCC came into power when Gregory the Great became the first Medieval Pope in AD 590. 

All religious powers over the RCC rested on him alone. From this period onward, it was known 

as the Dark Ages because RCC has become corrupted and turned apostate. 

 

2. RCC has placed traditions on par with the Bible. In addition, there were many superstitions and 

spurious doctrines that were added to the church teachings. The Bible was also barred from the 

common people. Only the priests can read and interpret the Bible for them. The gospel light 

was extremely dim during the Dark Ages until God raised up Martin Luther to successfully 

protest against the RCC that gave birth to the 16th Century Protestant Reformation. 

 

3. It was the Reformation period that put the Bible back to the common people that they may also 

learn God’s Word without being under the mercy of the priests. It was a spiritual revival for 

the Church. Though the RCC remains unchanged, the Protestant Church was born and 

Christendom is never the same again! 

 

4. The gospel according to RCC is a gospel that does not save. They may say that they believe in 

Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. They may even say they believe in Him by faith. But a careful 

examination of what they really mean is they cannot do without the RCC. To them, there is no 

salvation outside of the Mass that they had to attend. Without being baptised in RCC, there is 

also no salvation. They still pray to Mary and other saints. They still believe they will go to 

purgatory before they enter heaven. And they obediently followed the interpretation of the 

Bible taught by the priests, and followed the church tradition contrary to Scriptures. 
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5. All those who chose to remain in the RCC will not find salvation. Our attitude toward the 

Catholics is we must reach out to them with the true gospel of Jesus Christ according to the 

supreme authority which is the Bible itself. There is no other way. We love them by exposing 

errors and lead them gently to the truth that will set them free. Jesus says, “And ye shall know 

the truth, and the truth shall make you free. … If the son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 

be free indeed” (John 8:32,36). May God help us to reach out to the Catholics with the only 

Truth that can make them free forever. 

 

B. Eastern Orthodox Church 

 

1. In AD590, Gregory the Great rose to become the Medieval Pope of the Roman Catholic 

Church. He was consolidating all the religious powers not just in the church of Rome in the 

western region, but the whole Roman Empire. However, the four sees of the Eastern region 

were resisting such absolute powers that the church of Rome was exerting. The power fight of 

the highest orders, and resistance continued on. In the seventh century, the churches of 

Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem lost their dominations to the Muslims. Only the church of 

Constantinople was left in the East region. The breakaway between the church of Rome and 

the church of Constantinople finally came about in AD1054. It was known as the East-West 

Schism (Great Schism). When the Patriarch of Constantinople Michael Cerularius was 

excommunicated by the church of Rome, the Eastern Orthodox Church broke away from the 

Roman Catholic Church. That was the start of the Eastern Orthodox church denomination. 

 

2. The Eastern Orthodox church believes that the Bible does not contain everything that God 

wants believers to know. It was by Church Traditions that are developed from generation to 

generation to become the authentic expression of the Bible. That was the reason why the 

Eastern Orthodox Church puts Church Traditions on par with the Bible. While traditions do 

have a place in the church, we do not agree that it should be on par with the Bible. The Bible 

is the only supreme authority for our faith and practice. 

 

3. The Eastern Orthodox Church does not believe that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both God 

the Father and God the Son. To them this is a heresy. They only believe that the Holy Spirit 

proceeds from God the Father alone. As such, they excluded filioque from their Nicene Creed. 

However, a careful study on John 15:26 will lead us the right interpretation and understanding 

of it. The key word in this verse is the word “proceedeth.” It means “to come from.” It gives 

the idea of the source from which it comes. In other words, the Holy Spirit is to come forth 

from God the Father. It means that the Father has sent Him. That’s the source. However, it can 

also be said that God the Son has sent the Holy Spirit since Jesus says, “… whom I will send 

unto you from the Father…” Therefore, it is not wrong to say that the Holy Spirit proceeds 

from both God the Father and God the Son for they both sent God the Holy Spirit to empower 

the believers to lead them to the truth for holy living. 

 

4. The RCC’s use of images is in the 3-dimensional form while the Eastern Orthodox Church is 

in the 2-dimensional form. They use pictures instead of graven shapes. The purpose and intent 

behind these usages by RCC and the Eastern Orthodox Church is the same. It is to better aid 

the worshippers in their worship of God. Whether in 2-dimension or 3-dimension forms, as 

long as you use them to aid you in prayer or worship, it is a transgression of the 2nd 

commandment of the Decalogue. In worship, you will be bowing down to these images which 

God forbids. No one knew how the Lord Jesus looks like, and so to paint him in pictures and 

then worship Him is presenting a false image of Him. Similarly in our approach to the 

Catholics, we must reach out to the Orthodox Christians in love and in truth. They are not 

regarded as our brethren in Christ. Their Christ and the gospel of the Bible are different from 

us. 
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C. Lutheran Church 

 

1. The Lutheran is the first “Protestant” Church denomination that was born as a result of 

“protesting” against the RCC. All Lutheran churches would trace their origin to Martin Luther 

as the founder of the Lutheran denomination. Martin Luther is looked upon as the Father of the 

Reformation. Though Martin Luther has successfully “protest” against the Roman Catholic 

Church and her heretical doctrines, a close study to his teachings will still find some traces of 

the Catholicism influence. 

 

2. The Lutheran’s view of the Lord’s Supper is consubstantiation. They believe that the bread and 

wine did not actually become the actual body and blood of Jesus Christ, however they were 

still “present” in these holy elements as explained by “…under the bread and wine.” That’s the 

meaning of consubstantiation. One may conclude that the Lutheran’s view is slightly better 

than the Roman Catholic’s view. However, the gist of it is still the same. One is actual, the 

other is not, that’s all. But both believed in the real presence of the body and blood of Christ in 

the holy elements. One can be seen and the other is invisible to the eye. The Lutheran’s view 

is still “crucifying” the Lord each time they administered the Lord’s Supper. 

 

3. Besides consubstantiation, the Lutheran also believes in baptismal regeneration and that a true 

believer can lose his salvation if he fails to repent at the end of his life. Baptismal regeneration 

is an unbiblical doctrine. To believe that water baptism can save a sinner from hell is another 

gospel. It is the false gospel of works. Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone (see 

Ephesians 2:8-9). Not only that, salvation is a work of God that will never fail. A true believer 

will never lose his salvation because God will give him the grace to persevere to the end as a 

child of God (see Philippians 2:12-13). The Lutherans need to know the truth, and the truth 

will make them free (John 8:31). 

 

D. Anglican Church 

 

1. The word “Anglican” traces its root to the Church of England. However, not all Anglican 

churches labelled themselves as “Anglican.” Some are called “Episcopal” especially in 

America, and they are part of the Anglican denomination. It must be noted that the beginning 

of the Anglican Church has nothing to do with any doctrinal issue. It was due to the personal 

affair of King Henry VIII that cause the church to make a clean break from the Roman Catholic 

Church. 

 

2. Since both Anglicans and the RCC believe the Lord’s Supper remain a mystery, they are able 

to agree to disagree on the practice of it and not allowing it to become an issue of contention 

for their reconciliation. This is seen as an act of compromise on the part of the Anglican church. 

The Anglican churches by and large are not strong in their doctrines. 

 

3. One could hardly see any distinction between an Anglican Church and the Catholic Church, 

especially when many of the Anglican churches have retained images and priestly robes that 

resemble the Catholic’s. The Anglicans may not bow down to these images but they do not 

know of their true purpose other than to aid them in worship. The Anglican’s acceptance of 

women bishops as well as homosexuality as an alternative lifestyle are just some of the 

unbiblical practices which are serious enough for us to separate from them. 
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E. Baptist Church 

 

1. The Baptist’s only acceptable mode of baptism is fully immersion. And it is applied only to 

professing believers while upholding that water baptism is a means of grace and not a means 

of salvation. There is certainly no biblical warrant concerning the amount of water used in 

baptism. Dr John Sung, being a Baptist said, ‘More faith less water, less faith more water.’ The 

late Rev Timothy Tow says, 'Water more or less, the Gospel is the best.' 

 

2. One strong reason why the practice of water baptism by sprinkling is biblical because in the 

Old and New Testaments, cleansing is done usually by sprinkling, especially the furniture for 

religious purposes or sacrificial ceremonies. Based on the explanation, we allow that both 

immersion and sprinkling may lawfully be practiced. 

 

3. Another aspect on Baptist’s belief on baptism is that only professing believers can be baptised, 

not infants. Since infants are unable to profess and confess their sins at their infancy, it is 

meaningless to baptise them. However, in several New Testament accounts, we have reason to 

believe that the apostles Peter and Paul received children in water baptism. Infant baptism is 

implicitly taught in the Scriptures. At Pentecost Peter said to the new converts, “Repent, and 

be baptized every one of you … For the promise is unto you, and to your children…” (Acts 

2:38,39). Paul at Philippi baptized Lydia and her household (Acts 16:15), and the keeper of 

prison, “… he and all his, straightway” (Acts 16:33). 

 

4. Though we may not hold to the same understanding of water baptism in its mode and 

availability to infant, we are similar with the Baptist in terms of their Dispensational-

Premillennial doctrine of Eschatology and Calvinistic in theology. It is a matter of agree to 

disagree understanding. We can still fellowship with the Baptists in this regard. However, it is 

unfortunate that many of the fundamental Baptist churches today are involved in the New 

Evangelical and Charismatic movements. As such, we will only fellowship with those Baptist 

churches which remained reformed in theology, and conservative in their worship style and 

church music. 

 

F. Methodist Church 

 

1. The Methodist denomination is linked to the Wesley brothers, namely John Wesley and Charles 

Wesley. It is a Protestant denomination that came out of the Church of England. It was at first 

an effort to bring about a spiritual awakening to the “sleeping” Anglicans. John Wesley was 

faithful to this cause till his death. It was when the push for revival failed to move the Church 

of England, the followers of the Wesleyan brothers have no choice but to separate from the 

Church of England and start their own Methodist church. 

 

2. The impact of George Whitefield’s Calvinistic preaching did not convert the Methodist into 

Calvinism. Because of the greater influence by John Wesley, the Arminian doctrine has become 

second nature to the Methodist church. We believe that Calvinism is the biblical view that 

stresses both God’s sovereignty and human responsibility while Arminianism stressed the 

human responsibility in salvation. 

 

3. Wesley also believes in entire sanctification. Another term is Christian perfection. To him this 

is the second work of grace. The understanding of entire perfection is that every stage of a 

Christian’s spiritual growth is perfect in itself. It is perfect and yet being perfecting more and 

in conformity to the perfect image of Christ. This is the Christian’s experience according to 

John Wesley. 
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4. We do not believe a Christian can achieve perfection in this lifetime. What we do believe is 

progressive holiness. God enables us by the power of the Holy Spirit and His perfect Word to 

guide us to live in holiness and godliness. We call this the work of sanctification. We have 

already received positional holiness which is rightly called justification. Sanctification is 

understood as progressive holiness. By the term progressive, it means it is moving up the 

spiritual ladder till we are glorified on the day of resurrection or rapture. We can never be 

perfect in thought, word and deed in this life because of our dying body. Christian perfection 

will not happen in this earthly life in this mortal, corrupted flesh. 

 

5. The Methodist Church is also for women leadership in the church. They have no qualm in 

ordaining women pastors, elders and deacons for church leadership. This goes against what the 

Bible taught that women ought to keep silence (see 1 Timothy 2). They are also against slavery 

and believe that there is nothing good that will come out of it. However, the Bible did taught 

slavery to be a form of relief and escape from poverty. It is biblical when it is obeyed according 

to Scriptural standards. 

 

G. Presbyterian Church 

 

1. The Presbyterian denomination is probably one of the closest to the Scriptures among all the 

other denominations in terms of its doctrines and practices. One could easily link 

Presbyterianism to Calvinism as it grew out of the teachings by John Calvin. However, John 

Calvin is not the founder of the Presbyterian denomination. It is John Knox of Scotland. 

 

2. In terms of doctrinal distinctives, generally the Presbyterian churches in Singapore and 

Southeast Asia are still fundamental and biblical. Though they may be sound in their 

constitutions and statements of faith, they are no strict adherence to the doctrine of biblical 

separation. Most of them are open and sympathetic towards other denominations which are 

charismatic and ecumenical. The latest is the tolerance and acceptance towards the LGBTQ 

community. Love is the overarching theme, and doctrine has been coldly chucked aside. 

 

3. The Presbyterian church also allows ordination of women pastors, elders and preachers in their 

church leadership. They have put aside the male dominance leadership as clearly taught in the 

Holy Scriptures. This affected not only the leadership on church level but also in individual 

homes. More and more female Bible study leaders are sharing equal roles as men in leading 

the homes, and small classes. As such, we will not fellowship and join hands with the 

Presbyterian church. 

 

H. Reformed Church 

 

1. All churches which were part of the 16th century Protestant Reformation Movement, were 

rightly called “reformed” churches. Since they sought to distinguish themselves from the 

“deformed” Roman Catholic Church, they were either regarded as “reformed” or “evangelical.” 

These two terms are synonym. 

 

2. The reformed Protestant churches include the followings: Lutherans in Germany, Anglican 

(Episcopalian) churches and Methodist churches in England, Baptist churches in Holland, 

Reformed churches in Switzerland and France, Presbyterian churches in Scotland. All these 

Christian denominations were strong in their effort in promoting evangelism and missions. As 

a result, they spread to America and as far as to the far east of Asia and down under. 
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3. The founding of Reformed churches in Switzerland is Ulrich Zwingli while in France is John 

Calvin. However, it was Calvin’s teachings that became dominant and became the leading force 

in these Reformed churches as they spread across Europe such as Netherlands (Holland), 

Scotland, England, and by the 18th century, to North America, Africa, and to Asia. A special 

mention must be made to John Knox who was responsible of bringing the reformed teachings 

of Calvinism to Scotland. Though reformed and Calvinistic, he established and built up the 

Church of Scotland with a strong sense of church government according to Scripture called 

Presbyterian. 

 

4. The rise of ecumenism, charismatism, new evangelicalism, and new fundamentalism, had 

caused many of the Reformed churches to blur the line of true Christianity. Biblical separation 

became a sour doctrine. And some even taught that the Protestant Reformation is a mistake and 

they were calling for a return to the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

5. Having said that, not all reformed churches are the same. Some of them are dispensational 

(baptistic), amillennial, anti-Semitic, and puritanical in terms of their lifestyle and worship. 

Some are also anti-KJV and use modern versions of the English Bible such as the New 

International Version (NIV), Revised Version (RV) and English Standard Version (ESV). 

These are some of the main reasons why we would not associate ourselves with them. 

 

I. Bible-Presbyterian Church 

 

1. We are Bible-Presbyterians. By naming the church as “Presbyterian,” it means that the church 

is governed by a plurality of elders. And with the “Bible” attached to it, it means that the church 

is resting on the Bible and nothing else. It implies that the church is determined to follow 

everything that the Bible is teaching. The hyphen between “Bible” and “Presbyterian” means 

that they are linked closely together. Sadly, many Bible-Presbyterian churches today are only 

in name and no longer stands for what the name B-P means. 

 

2. The B-P distinctives are holding on to the followings: King James Bible, Verbal Plenary 

Preservation, Reformed, Calvinism, Covenant Theology, Paedobaptism, Biblical Separation, 

Presbyterian, and Dispensational Premillennialism. 

 

III. LESSONS LEARNT FROM MOVEMENTS  

 

A. Liberalism 

 

1. Liberalism was developed out of “rationalism and romanticism of the 18th and 19th centuries. 

By the late 19th and 20th centuries, it was characterised by an acceptance of Darwin evolution, 

a utilization of modern biblical criticism, and participation in the Social Gospel movement” 

(Wikipedia). Everything must be reasonable. That’s rationalism. You look at a matter. If you 

can prove the same matter by your senses, then this matter is true. If not, then it is only a myth. 

It is irrational. 

 

2. Romanticism is a movement of art and literature that came up in the late 18th century. It deals 

mainly on inspiration and free expression of inner feeling, ideals and attitudes. It is being 

expressed in drawings, music, dancing, and writings and so on. And then came Darwinism on 

evolution. That put science to the pedestal with the understanding of something that is ever 

changing in matters that you can see and feel it now. That’s why people can accept the theory 

of evolution because they say it has been changing for millions of years until now and these 

things are still changing. It makes sense to them because they use feeling and emotion, and 

experience to understand matters. They see what they want to see. That’s why they say men 

came from apes since they are alike. 
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3. And then from the perspective of rationalism, romanticism, darwinism, the Bible became a 

book of fiction, myth and legend. To there, there is no place for faith to exist. That’s why they 

came up with this method called High Criticism to cut up the Bible whatever that cannot be 

proven and it is simply not logical. Whatever by faith is scissored out, in order to make the 

Bible more humanistic. 

 

4. What kind of a gospel would be promoted under liberalism? It became a gospel that focused 

on good works, that aims to bring about good to mankind in general. It is no longer the call for 

repentance and having faith in Jesus Christ. It is no longer a warning of God’s wrath and 

judgment against unbelief and disobedience to His commandment. It is all about how God 

loves the world, even by means of any religion, not just Jesus Christ, and how one can be saved 

by doing good works. Over the centuries, liberalism was most prominent and popular among 

Protestant churches. However, by the 21st century, liberalism followed the ecumenical road 

that paved the way to unify both Protestant and Catholic churches. Beware of liberalism! 

 

B. Ecumenism 

 

1. Ecumenism comes from the Greek word “oikoumene.” It means “entire inhabited earth.” It is 

a concept and principle that aims to unite Christians from all denominations together to develop 

closer ties and relationships. However, such cooperation and unity are pursued outside of the 

framework and foundation of biblical truth. Even though there is a claim for a biblical basis 

behind their “Christian unity,” they do so by putting away whatever biblical differences that 

may hinder their efforts. In short, they have chosen to compromise their faith and distinctives 

in order to be part of this ecumenical movement. 

 

2. The ecumenical movement is an unbiblical movement since it undermines the importance of 

biblical separation. No doubt those who are for ecumenical movement claimed that the basis 

for Christian unity is entirely biblical. They will always cite the Lord Jesus’ high priestly prayer 

“... that they all may be one” (see John 17:21). To them, what they are doing is in line with 

God’s will. However, they had forgotten that the oneness must also be in truth. In the same 

chapter, the Lord prayed for His disciples to be sanctified by God’s truth. In order to push for 

this ecumenical movement, how many have forsaken the truth? Beware of ecumenism! 

 

C. Charismatism 

 

1. The term “charismatic” was used by Donald Gee in the late 1950s to distinguish Pentecostalism 

as a denomination from Pentecostalism as a movement (ie, the Neo-Pentecostalism). This 

phenomenon was seen not just in the Pentecostal denomination but also in other mainline 

denominations such as Anglican, Baptist, Brethren, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian and 

Roman Catholic Church (RCC). Charismatism became a catalyse for ecumenism to bring 

together Protestant churches and the RCC). 

 

2. The charismatics argued for a second baptism of the Holy Spirit as necessary for every believer 

in Christ to be saved for heaven. They were confused with the meaning of baptism in Acts 1:5. 

The true meaning of baptism is explained by “filling” in Acts 2:4. This baptismal filling of the 

Spirit is not for salvation but empowerment for service. The baptism of the Spirit is a one-time 

experience for the Christian at the time of conversion (see 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 

1:13). At conversion, the Holy Spirit indwells a believer and secures him as a child of God 

forever. However, the filling of the Spirit is a repeatable work in the life of a Christian to enable 

him to be Christlike according to the Holy Scripture (Romans 8:4). 
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3. The charismatics use tongue-speaking as an experience to prove both salvation and spiritual 

growth in Christ. In other words, if a believer is not a tongue-speaker, he is either not saved or 

not growing in his Christian life. Is this what the Bible teaches? The answer is no. The tongue-

speaking of the charismatics is different from the tongue found in the Bible. Today’s tongue-

speaking by the charismatics cannot be intellectually understood. But the tongues which the 

Apostles spoke can be understood. They spoke languages or dialects which they had never 

learnt or speak before. It was the power of the Holy Spirit which empower them to have this 

special ability without the need to learn them. 

 

4. The charismatics also believe in the signs and wonders movement. They believe that God is 

still using healing, demon-casting, miracles to save the unbelieving world today. But sign-gifts 

are only reserved for the Apostles for their infallible ministry of teaching, preaching and 

writing. These are the apostolic signs (see 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:4). When the 

Apostles passed away, these apostolic signs passed away with them as well. Therefore, we must 

not expect miracles to work through a miracle worker today. Jeffrey Khoo wrote, “The gift of 

miracles has been withdrawn. God is the only Miracle-Worker, and He can work a miracle if 

He so desires.” 

 

5. One of the distinct marks of a charismatic church is its contemporary worship. It is different 

from the solemn and dignified traditional worship service. There is nothing biblical in 

charismatic worship. It is all about feeling good and being hype-up and be energized. And they 

claim this is the work of the Holy Spirit. Nothing can be further from the truth. God wants true 

worshippers to worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). We are not to worship God using 

worldliness and carnality and thinking that as long as there is sincerity, it is enough. No, 

sincerity is not good enough. Worship must be in spirit and in truth. God does not allow us to 

worship Him according to what we want and what He wants which has been set forth in the 

Scriptures. Worship must be regulated and be kept under control within the boundary of the 

Holy Scriptures. Reverence must be shown toward the God whom we are worshipping from 

beginning to the end. Worship must be God-centered and Bible-centered. Christian music (both 

hymns and instruments) must be sound in doctrine and reverence in tune. 

 

6. The charismatics have presented a false Christ to the world. And from the charismatics, one 

will not be able to find the right Jesus of the Bible. Since the world cannot see true Christianity 

from churches which have been affected and influenced by the charismatic movement, what is 

left are the true churches of Jesus Christ which must shine the gospel light in the darkness of 

this world. Beware of charismatism! 

 

D. Social Gospel 

 

1. The “Social Gospel was a social movement within Protestantism that applied Christian ethics 

to social problems, especially issues of social justice such as economic inequality, poverty, 

alcoholism, crime, racial tensions, slums, unclean environment, child labor, lack of 

unionization, poor schools, and the dangers of war” (Wikipedia). The main problem with the 

Social Gospel movement is that it deals mainly with man’s earthly issues such as poverty, 

alcoholism, civil rights, etc. Those who adhered to a social gospel sought to apply Christian 

ethics and principles to social problems. Doctrines of sin, salvation, Bible, God’s eternal 

kingdom and many other Christian doctrines were seriously undermined. 

 

2. The Social Gospel movement has certainly neglected the most important problem of man and 

that is sin. And this is what the Great Commission seeks to address. The church especially, 

must never be distracted from what she has been called to do in the first place. All evangelism 

effort must go towards the advancement of God’s kingdom in the saving of souls and the 

building up of the saints in these last days. 
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3. By and large, the Social Gospel leaders were postmillennialist, asserting that Christ’s second 

coming could not happen until the world has rid itself of all social evils by human efforts. 

Under such belief and understanding, they build on the premise that the world will get better 

and better. They look forward to a crime-free society, a kinder and loving world when the Lord 

returns. But the Bible teaches otherwise. The world will not get better (see 2 Timothy 3:13). If 

the Lord returns when the world is at its best, why will He still want to judge the world and 

destroys the world in the end? It does not make sense at all. The world will only be at its best 

when the Lord Jesus rules in the millennium kingdom. 

 

4. “What would Jesus do?” is a slogan of the Social Gospel movement that saw peak popularity 

in US during the 1990s. The acronym WWJD became a trend that was engraved in bracelet or 

wristband worn on the hand to serve as a reminder to act in a manner that would demonstrate 

the love of Jesus in all situations. Though this trend has disappeared today, the principle 

remains. Such a question is not wrong when asked with the right biblical mindset. We must 

always follow what Jesus would do if He is in our shoes. It must not be our own thinking and 

imagination. The only way to prevent this is to know the Bible well. This is the only way that 

we will know for sure what would Jesus really do in our situations. It will not be based on our 

own ideas and concepts what we assume Jesus will do. Beware of the danger of making 

assumption what Jesus would do in our situation by applying situation ethics. A good 

knowledge of God’s Word will save us from such a situation. 

 

5. Jesus did not come to earth to preach a social gospel. He came to save sinners who are lost in 

their sins. Yes, the Lord showed deep compassion for the poor, the sick, and the outcasts of 

society. He took care of them. He showed special attention to them. But it was not their physical 

wellbeing that was on His mind. He cared for the destiny of their souls. And that was the reason 

why He came. But Jesus ministered also many others, not just the poor, the sick and the 

outcasts. There were those who are rich, powerful and influential in society such as the 

Pharisees, the rich man, the Roman centurion and many others. Every sinner regardless of their 

health and wealth, gender and status, they need the gospel of Jesus Christ. Beware of the Social 

Gospel movement! 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

 

Let the words of Apostle Paul be our conclusion: “1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2 Preach the 

word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they 

heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, 

and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 

evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. 6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my 

departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 

Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 

give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:1-

8). Amen. 


