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TRUTH B-P CHURCH 

Adult Sunday School 

 

AN INTRODUCTORY STUDY OF CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND MOVEMENTS 

 

LESSON THIRTEEN: CHARISMATISM 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

“Charismatism” or “charismatic” come from the Greek “charisma” which means “a gift.” Specifically, 

it is referring to the gifts of the Holy Spirit. These gifts are prophecy, tongue-speaking, faith healing, 

demon-casting, etc. 

 

The term “charismatic” was used by Donald Gee in the late 1950s to distinguish Pentecostalism as a 

denomination from Pentecostalism as a movement (ie, the Neo-Pentecostalism). This phenomenon 

was seen not just in the Pentecostal denomination but also in other mainline denominations such as 

Anglican, Baptist, Brethren, Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic Church (RCC). 

Charismatism became a catalyse for ecumenism to bring together Protestant churches and the RCC). 

 

In this lesson, we shall learn about the history, and also key teachings under charismatism. We shall 

examine these teachings in light of Holy Scripture. It is important for us to know how the charismatic 

movement is from the devil and not from God. May God help us. 

 

II. HISTORY & DEVELOPMENT OF CHARISMATISM 

 

A. Charismatism is modern-day Montanism. Montanism is a 2nd century heresy founded by a man 

named Montanus in Phrygia. He claimed to receive special revelation and prophecy outside of 

Scripture due to a personal outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The charismatic movement is similar to 

Montanism since it is also emphasizing on the special workings by the Holy Spirit such as 

miraculous gifts, signs and wonders, prophecy and also tongue-speaking. These sign gifts have 

already ceased upon the passing away of the Apostles of Jesus Christ and the completion of the 

canonical Scriptures. 

 

B. Charismatism was historically born in a denomination called the “Pentecostals.” This group of 

Christians claimed to believe that the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost in Acts is not a one-time 

event but can be repeated and experienced by believers today. As such, they called themselves 

“Pentecostals.” They taught that it was necessary to have a second baptism of the Spirit and tongue-

speaking would be the sign that accompanied it. 

 

C. It was in 1901 at Bethel Bible College, Topeka, Kansas, founded by Charles Parham, that the 

tongue-speaking phenomenon started. One of Parham’s students, Agnes Ozman started to speak in 

tongues, reportedly Chinese, after receiving the baptism of the Spirit. 

 

D. In 1906, tongue-speaking broke out in the Azusa Street Mission in Los Angeles, California pastored 

by William J Seymour – a black holiness preacher. The Azusa Street revival caused Pentecostalism 

to become well known to the whole world. Believers all over the world flocked to Pentecostalism. 

The Assembly of God (AOG) became the largest Pentecostal denomination. The Holiness or 

Higher Life Movement or Keswick Convention promoted the Pentecostal experience. The Keswick 

conferences organized by the Full Gospel Business Fellowship were particularly influential in 

Singapore in the 1970s and early ’80s. (Adapted from Dr Khoo’s Charismatism Q&A). 
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E. Charismatism did not remain in AOG but also broke into many mainline denominations of 

Protestant churches including the RCC. Pentecostalism was regarded as the first wave. 

Charismatism that began in the 1950s was the second wave. The third wave was called the “Signs 

and Wonders Movement” by John Wimber, the founder of Vineyard Church. This movement 

stresses the “power evangelism” which seeks to win souls for Christ through signs and wonders. 

Soon it developed into a “Laughing Revival” started by Rodney Howard Browne who called him 

“the Holy Ghost Bartender.”   

 

III. EXAMINING KEY TEACHINGS UNDER CHARISMATISM 

 

A. Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

 

1. The charismatics argued for a second baptism of the Holy Spirit as necessary for every believer 

in Christ to be saved for heaven. They cited the Apostles’ experience at the day of Pentecost 

(see Acts 2). It is important for us to understand the meaning of baptism as used in the context. 

 

2. In Acts 1:5, Jesus told His disciples that they “shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many 

days from hence.” This baptism of the Holy Spirit happened at the day of Pentecost. However, 

in Acts 2, the word “baptism” was not used but “filling” in Acts 2:4. In other words, the 

meaning of baptism is understood as the filling of the Holy Spirit. This baptismal filling of the 

Spirit is not for salvation but empowerment for service. 

 

3. The baptism of the Spirit is a one-time experience for the Christian at the time of conversion 

(see 1 Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 1:13). At conversion, the Holy Spirit indwells a believer 

and secures him as a child of God forever. However, the filling of the Spirit is a repeatable 

work in the life of a Christian to enable him to be Christlike according to the Holy Scripture 

(Romans 8:4). 

 

B. Tongue-Speaking 

 

1. The charismatics use tongue-speaking as an experience to prove both salvation and spiritual 

growth in Christ. In other words, if a believer is not a tongue-speaker, he is either not saved or 

not growing in his Christian life. Is this what the Bible teaches? The answer is no. The tongue-

speaking of the charismatics is different from the tongue found in the Bible. 

 

2. Tongue-speaking originates from the Pentecostal experience in Acts 2. When the power of the 

Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles and they spoke with other tongues at Pentecost. They 

spoke in the languages or dialects of the respective nationalities present, viz, Persians, Asians, 

Egyptians, Italians, Arabians among others (see Acts 2:9-11). Their speech was not gibberish 

or ecstatic nonsense. The people who heard them understood and said, “we do hear them speak 

in our tongues the wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:11). 

 

3. Today’s tongue-speaking by the charismatics cannot be intellectually understood. They 

explained that they are speaking “tongues of angels” (1 Corinthians 13:1). And these are 

unknown tongues which fall under the category of “mysteries” (1 Corinthians 14:2) which are 

understandable only to God and not to man. 

 

4. In 1 Corinthians 13, Apostle Paul was teaching the importance of love and therefore he used 

many hyperboles to drive home his point. Paul was exaggerating that if he speaks the tongues 

of angels but have not love, it is no use. Nobody knows what language the angels speak among 

themselves. All that the Bible revealed are human languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek) which 

the angels spoke when they were sent by God to minister to man. 
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5. The tongues are unknown because they were not known to the Apostles. They spoke languages 

or dialects which they had never learnt or speak before. It was the power of the Holy Spirit 

which empower them to have this special ability without the need to learn them. 

 

6. Mysteries though hidden, were meant to be made known. And only believers will know these 

mysteries because God will open their eyes of understanding. Unbelievers will never know 

them. To say that the meaning of tongue is a mystery and only known to God is to pull a fast 

one. It is an excuse to justify tongue-speaking but clearly abusing the use of tongue for self-

glory. 

 

7. Moreover, Apostle Paul has explicitly taught that tongue speaking will cease by itself, including 

prophecy and knowledge when the “perfect” has come (see 1 Corinthians 13:8-10). This 

“perfect” is none other than the completion of the canonical Scripture of 66 books in one bible. 

The gift of tongues will fade away in the course of time when it has served its purpose. The 

purpose was to convince the Jewish believers that indeed the gospel door has been opened also 

to the Gentiles. 

 

C. Signs and Wonders 

 

1. “Signs and wonders” in the Bible are often referred to sign-gifts which are miraculous gifts 

(see Mark 16:17-18). There are two types of sign-gifts: a) Work-signs (eg, healing, demon-

casting, raising the dead, and the like), and b) Word-signs (eg, prophecy, knowledge, and 

tongues). The Work-signs and Word-signs though distinguishable are inseparable. The 

demonstration of miracles is always accompanied by the revelation of the mysteries of the 

Gospel of Christ and of the Kingdom of God (Acts 3:1-26, 19:11,20). (Adapted from Dr Khoo’s 

Charismatism Q&A). 

 

2. But sign-gifts are only reserved for the Apostles for their infallible ministry of teaching, 

preaching and writing. These are the apostolic signs (see 2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:4). 

When the Apostles passed away, these apostolic signs passed away with them as well. 

Therefore, we must not expect miracles to work through a miracle worker today. Jeffrey Khoo 

wrote, “The gift of miracles has been withdrawn. God is the only Miracle-Worker, and He can 

work a miracle if He so desires.” 

 

D. Contemporary Worship 

 

1. One of the distinct marks of a charismatic church is its contemporary worship. It is different 

from the solemn and dignified traditional worship service. Music is contemporary with the use 

of modern musical instruments (eg, drums, electric guitars, synthesizers). One of the common 

scenes is the swaying of their bodies, and dancing, while speaking in tongues during worship. 

 

2. Such worship is also no different from a regular pop or rock concerts found commonly in the 

world. There is hardly a moment of silent, and stillness to pray, and worship God, and to 

meditate upon His Word. It is full of loud noise and singing, with Amens and Hallelujahs. It is 

all about letting loose all emotions and feelings, and aimed to reach a “higher spirituality” after 

a “powered” worship. 

 

3. Sadly, there is nothing biblical in charismatic worship. God wants true worshippers to worship 

Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24). We are not to worship God using worldliness and 

carnality and thinking that as long as there is sincerity, it is enough. No, sincerity is not good 

enough. Worship must be in spirit and in truth. God does not allow us to worship Him according 

to what we want and what He wants which has been set forth in the Scriptures. 
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4. Worship must be regulated and be kept under control within the boundary of the Holy 

Scriptures. Reverence must be shown toward the God whom we are worshipping from 

beginning to the end. Worship must be God-centered and Bible-centered. Christian music (both 

hymns and instruments) must be sound in doctrine and reverence in tune. 

 

IV. BEWARE OF CHARISMATISM 

 

Jeffrey Khoo rightly observes, “The charismatic movement is not of God. God is not the source of 

anything that is false. Apart from all its unbiblical doctrines and practices, one thing that rings loud 

and clear that charismatism cannot be of God is its ecumenism.” 

 

The charismatics have presented a false Christ to the world. And from the charismatics, one will not 

be able to find the right Jesus of the Bible. Since the world cannot see true Christianity from churches 

which have been affected and influenced by the charismatic movement, what is left are the true 

churches of Jesus Christ which must shine the gospel light in the darkness of this world. 

 

As such, you and I must rise to the occasion to stand fast on the faithful Word in these last days. We 

must beware of charismatism. “For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth” (2 Corinthians 

13:8). This is our duty as faithful Christians for Jesus’ sake. May God help us fight a good fight of 

faith to the end. Amen. 


