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LESSON TWELVE: ECUMENISM

I. INTRODUCTION

Ecumenism comes from the Greek word “oikoumene.” It means “entire inhabited earth.” It is a
concept and principle that aims to unite Christians from all denominations together to develop closer
ties and relationships. However, such cooperation and unity are pursued outside of the framework
and foundation of biblical truth.

Even though there is a claim for a biblical basis behind their “Christian unity,” they do so by putting
away whatever biblical differences that may hinder their efforts. In short, they have chosen to
compromise their faith and distinctives in order to be part of this ecumenical movement. In this
lesson, we shall learn why we Christians must not be part of ecumenism. May God help us.

II. HISTORY OF ECUMENISM (partially adapted from Dr Khoo’s Heresies Ancient and
Modern)

A. Beginning from the Apostolic Age in the first century, the Church has always been one,
though branched into many locations. However, since the Great Schism in 1054 AD, the
Church began to split. The Eastern Orthodox Church was the first Church split from the
Church which was then called the Roman Catholic Church. Then came the 16th century
Protestant Reformation Movement, when several other denominations began to be formed
such as the Lutherans, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Baptists, etc.

B. Almost all of these denominations still call themselves Christians, including the Catholics.
Though there may be similarities, they are still divided due to the differences in interpretation
and understanding of doctrines as well as practices. Such divisions do adversely affect the
efforts of evangelism. Is not the gospel all about calling for unbelievers to return to God who
loves them, and yet believers themselves are quarelling and dividing themselves over
differences in doctrines? This has troubled Christian leaders from both Protestant
denominations as well as the Roman Catholic Church for many years.

C. “In its beginnings, the modern ecumenical movement was largely the work of Christians in
Protestant churches, Reformation and Free, who were committed, in the words of John R
Mott around the turn of the century, to ‘evangelization of the world in this generation’. Then,
and increasingly, the Orthodox churches began to play a significant part, ... After initial
suspicions, and then cautious beginnings after the second world war, the Roman Catholic
Church at the Second Vatican Council recognized that other Christians, by baptism and faith
in Christ, enjoy a certain, though, imperfect, communion with the Catholic Church’, and that
their churches and ecclesial communities are ‘not without significance in the mystery of
salvation’—so that finally the way was open for Orthodox Protestants on their side to take the
Roman Catholic Church seriously as a partner” (Nicholas Lossky et al, eds, Dictionary of the
Ecumenical Movement [Geneva: WCC Publications, 1991], Introduction).

D. Although the Roman Catholic Church (RCC) is not officially a member of the World Council
of Churches (WCC), it is “engaged at many levels with its work” (Ibid). The WCC is
currently going through a major restructuring. Due to severe financial problems, it is
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downsizing. Although now a spent force, the WCC has succeeded in uniting the mainline
Protestant churches on the basis of love at the expense of doctrine to engage in social work
and political action. It is now replaced by the New World Order’s United Religions (UR)
formed in June 1997. The movement toward a false religious union continue unabated.

III. KEY PROPONENTS OF ECUMENISM

A. Nicolaus Ludwig, Count von Zinzendorf (1700-1760), the renewer of the Moravian Church in
the 18th century, was the first person to use the word "ecumenical" in this sense. His pioneering
efforts to unite all Christians, regardless of denominational labels, into a "Church of God in the
Spirit"—notably among German immigrants in Pennsylvania (see Wikipedia, Ecumenism).

B. Nathan Söderblom, Archbishop of Uppsala, the head of the Lutheran church in Sweden, is
known as the architect of the ecumenical movement of the twentieth century. During the First
World War, he called on all Christian leaders to work for peace and justice. His leadership of the
Christian "Life and Work" movement in the 1920s has led him to be recognised as one of the
principal founders of the ecumenical movement. He was instrumental in chairing the World
Conference of Life and Work in Stockholm, Sweden in 1925. At the Stockholm Conference in
1925, the culminating event in Söderblom's ecumenical work, Protestant and Orthodox Christians
from the major Christian denominations, such as the Lutheran and Anglican Churches, were all
present and participating, with the exception of the Catholic Church, which was a much regretted
absence. He was a close friend of the English ecumenist George Bell. In 1930 was one of the
recipients of the Nobel Prize, Nobel Peace Prize laureate, for the: Cooperation between Christian
Church Communities Brings Peace and the first clergyman to receive this prize (see Wikipedia,
Ecumenism).

C. Billy Graham, a renowned Christian evangelist of the 20th century. J A Johnson called him “The
Jehoshaphat of Our Generation.” This is due to Graham’s compromise with the Ahabs of our
time. “Dr Billy Graham maintains close and cordial associations with the Ecumenical Movement.
The Ecumenical Movement and its World Council of Churches (WCC) are in the control of
ungodly men, many of whom deny the fundamental doctrines of the Gospel. The Billy Graham
Crusades are sponsored largely by individuals and churches in the WCC. The Crusades are in
actual fact promoting ‘Ecumenical Evangelism’ on a world-wide basis” (“Bible-Presbyterian
Church Statement on Billy Graham,” Banner [November-December 1978], special supplement).
Graham had no qualms about speaking well of the Pope and the RCC. In fact, he willingly
accepted an honorary degree of doctor of humane letters (DHL) from Belmont Abbey in 1967.
The Gastonia Gazette reported that Graham noted the significance of the occasion by saying that
it is “a time when Protestants and Catholics could meet together and greet each other as
brothers, whereas 10 years ago they could not.” Darrell Turner reported that Graham in his 1991
New York Crusade, “As in all his crusades,...is working with liberal Protestants, Roman
Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Christians in preparation and follow-up for his Central Park
rally” (Christian News [September 23, 1991]). More on Graham’s adulterous affair with Rome
may be found in Ian Paisley’s Billy Graham and the Church of Rome (Greenville: BJU, 1972),
and Wilson Ewin’s The Assimilation of Evangelist Billy Graham into the Roman Catholic
Church (Canada: Quebec Baptist Missions, 1992). [Adapted from Jeffrey Khoo’s Heresies
Ancient & Modern).

D. Anglican Support. The Nottingham Statement of 1977 drafted by the Anglican Church read,
“Deeply regretting past attitudes and indifference and ill will towards the Roman Catholics we
renew our commitment to seek with them the truth of God and the unity he wills, in obedience to
our common Lord on the basis of Scripture” (John Capon, Evangelicals Tomorrow [Glasgow:
Fount Paperbacks, 1977]). [Adapted from Jeffrey Khoo’s Heresies Ancient & Modern).
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E. Methodist Support. The Member Churches of the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) and the
Member Conference of the Federation of Asian Bishops’ Conference (FABC) held a joint
Protestant-Catholic consultation on “Living and working together with Sisters and Brothers of
other Faiths in Asia” from July 5 to 10, 1987 in Singapore which concluded their meeting with
this affirmation that, “life is a pilgrimage and that neighbours of other religious traditions are
fellow pilgrims in the way. In humanity’s shared pilgrimage, the delegates felt that the Church is
called to be an effective sign and symbol of the kingdom of God. In this context, dialogue offers
opportunities for Christian witness when Christians are attentive to the insights of sisters and
brothers of other religious traditions as they share insights from their own faith” (Methodist
Message [September 1987]). Lorna Khoo, an ordained minister of the Methodist Church, in
allegorical style described her dream of an ecumenical village where “peace ... washed over the
whole village. ... the whole village had come out into the open. Grandfather whose name was
Roman Catholicism, Grandfather’s brother, Orthodoxy of the next mansion, the sons and
daughters whose names were Anglicanism, Lutheranism, Reformed and the
grandchildren—Methodists, Baptists, great grandchildren—Salvation Army, Assemblies of God,
Bible Presbyterians were all out in the open. The ancient barriers were down. There was nothing
which separated them from each other” (“Christian Unity,” Methodist Message (January 1993):
2-3). Lorna Khoo makes it clear that this unity should be based on love, not on truth. [Adapted
from Jeffrey Khoo’s Heresies Ancient & Modern).

F. Joseph Prince of New Creation Church (NCC). Prince taught a theology that would not address
sin and hell. Anyone can come and be saved for heaven as long as they believe in Jesus Christ as
their Saviour. Prince claims that Christ accepts anyone and everyone to His side without the need
to confess their sins and be corrected in order to live a holy life before God. It does not matter
where they came from, even if they are from a Catholic church which believes in doctrines
contrary to the fundamentals of the faith. It does make one wonder if the Jesus Prince believes in
is truly the Jesus of the Bible.

IV. KEY OPPONENTS OF ECUMENISM (adapted from Jeffrey Khoo’s Heresies Ancient &
Modern)

A. Wang Ming Tao. During the early years of his ministry at the Christian’s Tabernacle, Wang
Ming Tao was already extremely unhappy over the spiritual state of the church. He said, “ I
became ... aware of the darkness and corruption in the churches. I felt strongly that the church
needed a revolution and that the mission to bring about a revolution was entrusted to me” (Wang
Ming Tao, A Stone Made Smooth, trans Arthur Reynolds [Hants: Mayflower Christian Books,
1991], 40). Wang Ming Tao, thus, spared no effort and minced no words in denouncing the
hypocrisy of many so-called preachers “who simply regarded preaching as a means of earning a
living. He labelled them as ‘regard-piety-as-the-path-to-profit’ preachers” (Ibid., 115). He further
said, “To talk to people like this about reforming the church was like ‘asking a tiger for his skin’
(Ibid.). Many an unconverted pastor filled the pulpit. They ruin the faith of the people by
teaching heresies. His ministry of warning was met with much opposition. He was extremely
disliked by these false pastors. But Wang Ming Tao rather pleased God than man. He said, “I
prefer to be  attacked by men than to call forth the wrath of God” (Ibid., 90).

Wang Ming Tao took an uncompromising stand when he refused to join the churches who sought
Japanese help when the British and American missionary societies withdrew their support during
World War II. He said, “By seeking help from the Japanese, the churches gave the Japanese an
opportunity to use them. They (the leaders of the churches) should have looked only to God and
not seek help from the Japanese (Ibid., 215). More importantly, “God had forbidden me to be
yoked together with unbelievers. Many of the members of those churches had not yet truly
repented and believed; moreover there were even pastors who had never repented and believed.
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God would not allow me to be yoked together with them”  (Ibid., 216).

Neither would Wang Ming Tao link himself with the “Three Self Patriotic Movement”
spearheaded by the Chinese Communists. He said, “I have strongly maintained that the church
could not allow its activities to merge with worldly customs and that God’s workers cannot
cooperate with false prophets and false teachers. I have always maintained that churches which
stand for the truth ... cannot be affiliated with associations or groups that do not believe these
truths” (Ibid., 221). For refusing to sign the communist Manifesto which contained a clause
demanding the church give unquestioning loyalty to the government, and render absolute
obedience to the communist party, he was imprisoned for 23 years. He remained strong in spirit
though weak in body during his last years. He did not budge an inch in his conviction that the
church must remain separate from all forms of unbelief and apostasy. One evidence of his
separatist stand was his refusal to entertain Billy Graham when he was in China. Billy Graham’s
visit to China was hosted by the communist-controlled China Christian Council (CCC). The
American evangelist’s visit to Wang Ming Tao, according to analysts, “made the evangelist
acceptable in the eyes of many house church leaders and could cast the evangelist as a
bridge-builder between the CCC and the independents” (“Billy Graham in China: Building
Bridges,” Christianity Today [June 17, 1988], 52).

Wang Ming Tao had made himself known that he wanted to have nothing to do with Billy
Graham. But he couldn’t stop him when he appeared at his door with his interpreter. However,
before Billy Graham left, Wang Ming Tao admonished him with this verse from Rev 2:20, “be
thou faithful unto death.” Clearly, Wang Ming Tao wanted no part in what Billy Graham did.
Leslie Lyall remarked that Wang Ming Tao spared no effort in warning Christians against the
dangers of theological modernism in every form (Three of China’s Mighty Men [Singapore:
Agape Books, 1974]). Wang Ming Tao was a true fundamentalist right till the very end. He was
“faithful  unto death.

B. Dave Hunt. In his book, Dave Hunt says, “Regardless of the precise scenario, the Bible makes it
very clear that the major sign of the last days prior to Christ’s return will be religious deception.
That this apostasy must come and that it will mirror within the church the very pattern of
delusion that is preparing the secular world for Antichrist not only makes sense but agrees with
the weight of Bible prophecy” (Seduction, 66).

C. Lorraine Boetner. In his book, Loraine Boettner wrote, “These are foolish men who choose to
walk in darkness. They cannot see the right path because they have chosen to be blind to the evils
of the Roman Church, both past and present. Both of these concepts and desire for a Protestant
‘super church’ and the desire for union with the Vatican, are the very antithesis of Protestantism
and will destroy the very thing that gave life to the Reformation. ... Only a militant Protestantism
can save America and the world” (Roman Catholicism [Philadelphia: Presbyterian and
Reformed, 1962], 41).

V. BEWARE OF ECUMENISM

The ecumenical movement is an unbiblical movement since it undermines the importance of biblical
separation. No doubt those who are for ecumenical movement claimed that the basis for Christian
unity is entirely biblical. They will always cite the Lord Jesus’ high priestly prayer “... that they all
may be one” (see John 17:21). To them, what they are doing is in line with God’s will. However,
they had forgotten that the oneness must also be in truth. In the same chapter, the Lord prayed for His
disciples to be sanctified by God’s truth. In order to push for this ecumenical movement, how many
have forsaken the truth? Beware of ecumenism! May God help us to earnestly contend for the faith!
Amen.
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