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THE CHRISTIAN AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

Overview
Money is part of life in this world ‒ a big part of life, for many of us. Money, indeed, can be very
useful. But how are we, as Christians, to think about money? Certainly, as with our previous
topics, we cannot simply and thoughtlessly adopt the world’s view of it. As we look at the
subject of money through the lens of scripture, we see certain wrong ways to think about
money; certain right ways to think about it; and certain principles for how Christians should
manage their financial resources.

Ways to Think About Money
The Wrong Way

This wrong way of thinking about money is encapsulated in Paul’s phrase, “the love of money”
(1 Tim. 6:10). What does it mean to love money? Surely it is not simply pieces of metal, or
pieces of paper that we are tempted to love ‒ rather, money stands for all that we are able to
do with it; the love of money is a kind of covetousness, where our desires run beyond the
bounds of God’s will.

This is why Paul describes the love of money as a “root of all evil” ‒ it is another master, which
we choose instead of God (cf. Matt. 6:24). It drags us away from heaven and spiritual things,
and keeps our eyes fixed on this life (cf. James 4:13-16). Nor does the love of money ever lead
us to anything approaching true satisfaction (cf Eccl. 5:10-12). It makes promises that it cannot
fulfil, while taking us away from God who alone can satisfy. This is why Paul warns so strongly
against it (1 Tim. 6:10); it takes us away from the faith, destroys our walk with God, and leads us
into “many sorrows.”

The Right Way

This does not mean, of course, that money in itself is bad. The problem, as we have seen above,
is the love of money ‒ but when God is loved, as He ought to be loved, then money may be
seen as a tool to be used in our service of God, rather than as an end in itself. After all, our
earthly possessions come from God; He is able to give, and to withhold (cf. Matt. 6:33). Like any
other talent or gift, these resources are meant to be used for His glory. The right, biblical view
of money, therefore, can be summarised in a single word: stewardship.



The Christian and the World

2
notes by Samuel Joseph

Ways to Manage Money
What then are the biblical principles of stewardship, that may be applied to the Christian’s
financial management? In the first place, we should be content with what we have (1 Tim. 6:6-
8). Paul reminds us here that our perspective must be broad enough to include the life to come,
and not merely this present life. Since we can take nothing out of this world when we depart,
we should be content as long as we have enough to survive. Contentment thus “frees” us to
focus on doing the will of God, and pursuing His calling for us.

In this regard, we should make sure to use whatever resources we have wisely, as unto the Lord.
Christians should not be hoarders. What we have will not last beyond this life; it is meant to be
used, not hoarded so we can boast. Nor should we waste our resources ‒ we should think
before we spend; and think, as a steward would think, before he spends his Master’s money.

One way thus to use our resources for the Lord, is to give. Christians should be generous,
selfless givers. We ought to give to God: there is a principle of tithing, taught in scripture (cf.
Mal. 3:8-10). It is a simple and reasonable principle: as God blesses us with more, so we ought
to return to Him in proportion as He has blessed us. We ought also to give to others, as we have
the means to help those in need (cf. Prov. 3:27-28). But in all our giving, we should be
concerned to ensure that we give with the right motive ‒ God sees the heart; and what we are
doing, as stewards, is for Him, not for man to see.
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