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THE CHRISTIAN AND THE PURSUIT OF SUCCESS

Overview
The world has a particular idea of “success,” relating largely to the acquisition of power or
influence, and wealth. These pursuits occupy the ambitions of the people of the world. This
idea of “success” may be taken as the driving force behind much of what goes on in the world:
what people hope for, what they aim for, what they strive towards. Christians, however, have a
unique set of Christian ambitions, and part of the challenge faced by Christians concerns how to
live in pursuit of “success” as defined, not by the world, but by the word of God.

As we approach this topic, then, we may begin by considering the worldly approach to success
‒ which we find reflected even in some of the biblical characters ‒ before contrasting this with
the uniquely Christian approach.

“Success” for the World
One biblical example of worldly ambition, is found in Korah (Num. 16:1-14). He and those with
him attempted to accuse Moses and Aaron of being over-ambitious, but this was really a
political move; not sincere, but reflecting a desire for self-promotion. Another example of the
way the world views and pursues success, may be found in the parable of the rich fool (Luke
12:13-21).

From such examples we may identify certain common features of the world’s perspective on
success and ambition. Firstly, such worldly and carnal ambition stems from a lack of
contentment in God’s calling and God’s provision. Secondly, the world’s distorted view of
success stems from a lack of regard for God’s will and purpose; a lack of the humble recognition
that we are creatures, under obligation to our Creator.

The danger for Christians lies in the fact that this worldly perspective may influence even
Christians. It may affect the way we conduct ourselves in the work and service of the church ‒
how many problems have been caused in churches by carnal ambitions? It may also affect the
way we conduct ourselves in the world, and damage our witness for the Lord ‒ how many
professing Christians are accumulating worldly goods, without regard to their duty of
stewardship?

“Success” for the Christian
We have a need therefore to remind ourselves of the Christian perspective of success; and we
find a good example of this in the apostle Paul (cf Php. 3:12-14). Paul’s goal, his ambition, was
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the “high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Because of this, we can see how Paul had no ambition
for himself, no desire for self-promotion, no instinct for competition or rivalry. Paul viewed
success not in material, secular terms, but in terms of faithfulness to God’s calling for him ‒
even his imprisonment was interpreted in that light (cf Php. 1:12-14).

As Christians we ought to apply Paul’s example to ourselves. We do not of course expect to
have exactly his experience, complete with heavenly visions ‒ but have we not been
apprehended by Christ, when He called us for His own? Have we not heard and experienced
that high calling of God in Christ? This then should be our ambition: to live in light of the gospel,
to live in light of God’s will revealed in His word; a holy life for His glory.

Thus we ought not to be drawn into the ambitions of the world, because of this Christian
ambition centred in Christ and dependent on God’s will for us. The “success” we look for does
not come with the world’s accolades or awards, but we are looking to receive our prize from
the Lord Himself, on that last day; we are waiting for Him to say, “well done, thou good and
faithful servant.”
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