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THE CHRISTIAN AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Overview
“Climate change” is a term often heard now; it has become a topic of particular concern today.
As such, it is not something that Christians can afford simply to ignore. We are constantly
exposed to the world’s perspective on these and other matters, and this influence is not to be
discounted; moreover, we are called to be witnesses, and should expect our Christian faith ‒
not only the doctrines, but the practices that follow ‒ to be scrutinised.

We need a biblical understanding of such matters which have risen to international prominence;
having laid this foundation, we will consider what should be our Christian undertaking of this
environmental issue.

Biblical Understanding
General Considerations

The first thing to be mentioned is that Christians should indeed have a genuine concern for
issues like this. We are not of the world; indeed, we have been called out of the world: but we
are still in the world, and must be witnesses to the world. At the same time, however,
Christians should have a unique understanding of these and other issues, because we have a
source of knowledge that the world does not acknowledge. We have the word of God, which
speaks directly to the human condition and the human situation in the world.

In fact, Christians bring a spiritual perspective even to issues that seem entirely “earth-bound”
or “scientific,” because we recognise the reality of the spiritual battle in which we are engaged.
Christians also have a spiritual priority in dealing with such issues, again, because we recognise
the reality of man as a spiritual creature, made in the image of God; and we recognise also the
reality of this world as reserved unto judgment.

The issue of climate change, therefore, must be evaluated with this in mind. Consider the
perspective from which the world regards the issue: the emphasis is placed on human activity,
human agency, human intellectual consensus. Consider also the priority that underlies this
perspective: “salvation,” in this context, is defined in purely physical and material terms. We
are to be concerned with saving the planet, so that we can continue living just as we are now.
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Specific Considerations

What then should be our biblical understanding of climate change ‒ of the environment of this
world, and its end? In the first place, we must acknowledge that it is God, not man, who is in
control of the environment of the earth. He is keeping the earth “in store,” by His word, for
judgment (2 Pet. 3:5-7). Those who would escape the end of the world, therefore, must look to
God for salvation, not to man.

At the same time, Christians are not (as mentioned earlier) unconcerned about the state of the
environment. Until the time appointed by God, we live in this world; we are to be good
stewards of natural resources. We do this, not because we think salvation is in our own power,
but as part of our duty before God; and we do this, not so much to “save the planet” as to serve
God and to preserve human life and livelihood.

Christian Undertaking
What then should we do, in light of this “climate change” issue? Here it is important to remind
ourselves once again of the church’s fundamental mission (Matt. 28:18-20). This must always
be the priority for Christians. The church, in fact, has nothing better to offer the world, than the
gospel (Acts 3:1-8)! We cannot give in to the lie that the gospel is “not enough,” or should be
made secondary to other concerns.

Conclusion
Really the key point is this: there is a biblical understanding of these issues, to which we must
cling. Remember what Paul says, in Romans 12:2! But whatever our thoughts on the
environment, the gospel must be our focus ‒ there is no point in saving the planet, if souls are
lost eternally.
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